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A Soveraign Remedy againſt all 
Trouble of Heart £84 Chriſt's Dif- 
ciplesare ſubjeQ to, under all kinds 
of AfiQions in this Life, Pr elcri- - 
bed by the great Phyſician, the Lord © 

= Feſw Chrift, which hath never fai- 
! led thole that have uſed it, or ever 
will, to the End of the World. 
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O the bleſſedneſs of all them that truſt in him. 
The full Soul lotheth the Honey-Comb \, but 
to the hungry Soul every Bree thing is 

ſweet, Prov. 27. 7. 
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Church too, the more # the 
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An Eyr1STLE to the 
Meek and Lowly- - 
Hear ted Readers, who Mat [1, 
have: learned: of their*? 
dear Lord {o to be, 
who: himſelf will nor 
...break the bruiſed Reed, Mat. 12: 
+, mor quench the ſmoaking © 
a 


| | Harity (which is 
' the Bond of Per- 
fectneſs, and the 


greateſt Rarity now 
in the World, and in the 


pity) thou muſt put on, who - 
A2 _ rea 


A 


An Epiſtle 
readeſt this, the plaineſt and 
0/5 wunpoliſh'd Piece that 
ever thou ſaweſt, ( for the 
Anthor mever had 5kill in 
areſſing) if . thou meaneſt to 
profit any thing by it, which 
is the only thing, God knows, 
is aimed at by tbe Author, 
who always prays. and ſtudies 
to ſpeak ( and, write) ra- 
ther ta Mens Hearts than 
Fars, his own and: others ; 
and by Goi's Word,' to work 
Faith, rather than feed Fan- 
cy : Charity, T ſay, thou muſt 
have, for that will cover a 
multitude of Sins, much more 
of Infirmities, whith here 
thou muſt expeit 'to meet :: 
Charity beareth all thirgs, 
believeth allthings, hopeth 
all things, . endureth: all 
things: If thou wilt but ex- 
erciſe thy Charity in RR, 
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tothe Reader. 
and join therewith thy fer- 
vent Prayers for a Bleſſing, 
thou mayeſt attain thine End 


and mine alſo, to wit, thy E- 
dification, for Charity edt- 


 fieth. © 


In hope of gazning thy Cha- 


rity, ſuffer me to give a fhort 


(but true) account of the en- 


ſuing Treatiſe, viz. 1 being 
about three Years ſince, for 
ſome Reaſons, retired from 
my Family, and place of A=- 
bode ; and by Sickneſs, and 


other things, confined ; du- 


ring which time, many of my 
aear Friends ana Relations: iz 


_ Chriſt were salled home to their 
- Father's Koaſe ; whereupon 1 
thought it my Duty to write 
fome Lines to their [ſurviving 


Relations, as 1 was by them 


 defired to do ; and. after ſeek- 
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_ An Epiſtle 
ing God for Counſel and Alti- 
ſtance, 1 thought on this Text 


ſpoken toin the followine Dif- 


courſe; ( for it. was not at the 
leaſt in my thoughts ever to 
publiſh this, or any other, know- 
ing my own inability ) I wrote 
in my homely. Stile what thou 


wilt here find (all except the 


"Title Page, This, and the 
Poſt-(cript) calculating it to 
the Capacities of the plaineſt 
Chriſtians; to whom .I then 
ſent it, and with whams it 
lodg'd; until about ſix months 


 fince it pleaſed the only Wiſe 


God to bring me to 4 trial of 
my Faith and Patience; [0 
deep a ſtroke it was, that 
nſed all means for my ſup- 
ort ; ana it came into my 
Mind, that fuch a thing I had 
written ſo long before, to hel 
in ſuch Caſes, and that y-4 


wveral 


ta the Reader. 
weral had found benefit by it, 
I made enquiry after it, and 
at laſt found it ; and in read- 
ins of it, as the Word of 
God, and beggins God's 
Bleſſing on it, I found much 
Relief and Comfort thereby, 


Vi 


( all Praiſe and Thanks to2 Cor.r. 
God) and thereupon had ſome 4: 5- 


[mall Inclinations to comuni- 
cate the ſame to others ; and 
after many ſflruglings and 
reluttancies in my ſelf, and 
with Prayers and Tears I be- 
ſought the. Lord to dirett me : 
At laſt 1 conſidered, I muſt 
ſbortly put off this my earthly 
[abernacle,and having for ma- 
ny Tears been lain afide like 4 


broken Veſſel of no uſe, and 


compaſſed with many bodily In- 
firmities, I was willing to leave 
behind me a little [crap of my 


Labours to my. Children and 


Frienas, 
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for above thirty Years toge- 


of this Life, and by Faith in 


may be ſaid. 


An Epiſtle 
Frienas, to put them in mind 
of what I had taught them 


ther, that they might be for- 
tified againſt all the Troubles 


God and Chriſt, hold faſt and 
z0t loſe their Crown. 


But why ſo mean a thing as 
this among the learned Labours 
of ſo many eminent Writers 
on the like Subjett ? 

T Anſwer, That onr Lord 
took - ſpecial notice of the 
Widows Mites ; and he will 
not deſpiſe the day of ſmall 
things, Zech. 4.10. 
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But what can you aimat? 
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Anſw. Not Applauſe to | 
be ſure, being conſrious of my 
Weakneſs ; nor Profit or Gain, 


ms 


h. Om. 


4's 


to the Reader. ix 


expeftting but Acceptance : 
But this, God and my Con- 
ſcience bear me witneſs, this is 
my Aim, my moſt humble and 
fervent Prayer, that ſome of 
Chrift"s poor little Flock ( my 
Children and others, whoſe 
Souls are precioms tome, and. 
whom I dearly love in the 
Lord ) may receive fome ad- 
5 wantage; and chiefly, that 
God: may have all the Glory, 
who hath choſen the weak 
things of this World, &«. 
and who aecepts the Will 
for the Deed, &c. Such as 
will not make uſe of it, let 
them ao better, and I will be 
iplad, | 
? |. None may be afraid to buy 
'or read it, for there is not « 
word of the State or Church- 
Matters in it ; 1 daily pray 
for the Proſperity of ms 
{ _out 


X 


| praiſe to the God of all Gract 


An Epiſtle 
but think it not my Duty to 


meadale with either, but in [ab- y 
jection... as P 


J 
Two Requeſis I have to y 
thee, loving Reaatr : 


1. Pray for a Bleſſing wp- E 


0 as much as you find tobe n 


the expreſs Will of God. 4 
2. Pray for me, that I may 6 
more ;and more find. and: feel fe 
the Life and Pomer of thoſe, #1 
and all the Truths of God in # 
anine own Heart, and may ex 
preſs more of the 'L ife of Faith © 
in my whole Converſation, | 
and I will alſo pray for thee 
that thou mayeſt find as muc| 
( and much more ) benefit i) 
reading this, as T have in com 


poſing and pernſing it 54 
If you find ſome Paſſages (i 


you 


S tothe Reader. 


þ. your Opinion) too of tex re- 
peated, be not offended, till 
you find them too powerful on 

to your Hearts. 


Thus committing this poor 
p- Eſſay to the Bleſſing of him 
be who «« the Father of Mercies, 

and can teach us to profit, 
14) by his Word and Rod, axd thy 
eel ſelf to his Love and Favour 


iſe, in Jeſus Chriſt ; in him I re- 


in main for thy Souls good, 
ex: 


0 pogo Thy humble 
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Hearrts-Fast 
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i HearT-Trousre. 
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Joun 14.1, 2, 3. 


' Ver. 1. Let not your Hearts 


be troubled ; ye believe in 
God, believe alſo in me. 


Heſe words are a part 
of our Bleſſed Saviour's 
laſt Sermon upon Earth 


juſt before his Paſſion, 


- which begins ( as is probable ) 


at the 13th Verſe of the 13th 


, Chapter of this Goſpel, and 
. ends at the laſt Verſe of the 16th 


Chapter; in which Verſe our 
Lord tells his Diſciples, ( how 
dear ſoever they were to him, 

on yet) 


Deatts-Eaſe 


yet) 41 the World they ſhould hav 
Perſecution, Tribulation ;of whict 
'he had often told them before 1t 


effect ; that they ſhould not ex 


pect their Heaven here, but hi - 


Croſs they muſt bear, if the) 


would wear his Crown : Trib - 


lations of all kinds, Outward 
and Inward, you muſt endure : 
It is your Portion here, you art 
thereunto appointed. Man 1: 


naturally born to trouble, as the 


Sparks naturally fly upwards. 
and new-born :to trouble alſo. 
and commonly to.new and:more 
Troubles, Af.1 4.22. 2 T:m.3.18, 
All that will live Godly in Chriſ 
Feſus, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution ; of 
Hand, or Tongue, one way or 
other. Indeed, ſuch as can bt 
content with a profeſſion of : 
Godlineſs that may ſuit with the 
Times; that can pleaſe them 
ſelves with any kind of Godli- 
neſs, or with a Form, any:Form 
of Godlineſs,and that can change 
their Forms when they pleaſe 


ſuch may avoid Perſecution ; but 
all that will ve godly in Chrif 


Teſt 
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in Heart-Trouble. 


Teſws, in the Power and Spirit of 
Chriſt Feſms, and reſolve to live 
up to the Example and Rule of 
Chriſt Jeſus, they ſhall have Per- 


; Fecution, no avoiding of it. No 


entring into the Kingdom of 
.God but by Tribulation. Bur. 
notwithſtanding this, our Lord 


; lays this poſitive Command on 


his Diſciples ; Let not your Hearts 
be troubled. 

Theſe poor Diſciples were like 
ſhortly to ſuſtain an heavy loſs, 
of their deareſt Lord; he was 
.now a going away from them, a 
-greater lof6 they could not have ; 
-and yet, ſaith Chriſt, Ler ror 
yeur Hearts. be troubled ;; which 
Command is repeated and ex- 
plained in the 27# Verſe 3 Let 
not your Heart be troubled, nor 
let it be afraid. 

What! might they ſay, Muſt 
we not be troubled at all ? Mult 
nothing trouble us ? No,we mult 
Not be troubled for any outward 
Los, i for any outward Tribula- 
tion, \ for. parting with the near- 
Et and deareſt Relation , we 

B 2 mult 
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Deatts-Eaſe 


yet) sn the World they ſhould hav 
Perſecution,Tribulation ;of whict 
'he'had often told them before 11 
effect ; that they ſhould not ex 
pect their Heaven here, but hi 
Croſs they muſt bear, if they 
would wear hts:Crown : Tribu- 
lations of all kinds, Outward 
and Inward, you muſt endure : 


J 
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It is your Portion here, you are : 


thereunto appointed. Man 1: 


naturally born to trouble, as the 


Sparks naturally fly upwards. 
and new-born -to trouble alſo. 
and commonly to.new and:more 
Troubles, A&. 14.2 2. 2 T5m.3.18, 
All that will live Godly in Chriſ 
Feſw, ſhall ſuffer Perſecution z of 
Hand, or Tongue, one way or 
other. Indeed, ſuch as can bt 
content with a profeſſion of : 
Godlineſs that may ſuit with the 
Times; that can pleaſe them 
ſelves with any kind of  Godli 
neſs, or with a Form, any:Form 
of Godlineſs,and that can change 
their Forms when they pleaſe, 
ſuch may avoid Perſecution ; but 
all that will live godly in Chrif 

Teſts, 


in Heart-Trouble, 
Teſws, in the Power-and Spirit of 


| Chriſt Feſws, and reſolve to live 


up to the Example and Ryle of 
Chriſt Jeſus, they ſhall have Per- 


\ Fkecution, no avoiding of it. No 


entring into the Kingdom of 
.God but by Tribulation. But 
notwithſtanding this, our Lard 


: lays this poſitive Command on 


his Diſciples ; Let not your Hearts 
be troubled. 

"Theſe poor Diſciples were like 
ſhortly to ſuſtain an heavy loſs, | 
of their deareſt Lord; he was 
.now a going away from them, a 
-greaterloſs they could not have ;z 
and yet, ſaith Chriſt, Let wor 
yeur Hearts be troubled ;; which 
Command is repeated and ex- 
plained in the 27# Verſe 3 Let 
not .your Heart be troubled, nor 
let it be afraid. 

. What! might they ſay, Muſt 
we not. be troubled at all ? Mult 
nothing trouble us ? No,we mult 
Not be troubled for any outward 
Loſs, i for any outward Tribula- 
tion, | for: parting with the near- 
Eſt and deareſt Relation , we 

B 2 mult 


 Hearts-Eaſe 


muſt not be troubled. Yet we 


are not forbidden to be troubled 
for Zton - It is a grievous Sin,not 


Amos 6, 6.to be grieved for the Afiiftions of 


Joſeph : Surely, we muſt be 


troubled for God's Diſhonour, ' 
Pſal. 119. becauſe Men break God's Com- 
53» 136+ ,nandments. Trouble of Heart, 


except for Sin, is ſinful trouble. 
Where Sin lies heavy, Afﬀiction 
lieth light. Ifa.33.24- They ſhall 
net ſay, I am ſick ;, for their Ini- 
quities ſhall be forgiven them. 
Senſe of Pardon to thoſe Souls 
that have felt the burden of Sin, 
much alleviates and lightens the 
burden of Afiction. Strike, Lord, 


( ſaid Luther ) now 1 am abſolved 


from my Sin. 

We are always too prone to 
fall into Extreams, to lin either 
in Exceſs or in Defect, too much, 
or too little ; we are faulry both 
ways. As for Sin, which 1s the 
worſt of Evils, we are apt to be 
troubled too little. How few 
fail here in the Exceſs, tho ?cis 
poſlible ſo todo; and ſome have, 
that refuſe to be comforted by 

al 


ea fol. ooh: fo to. AaA%S 
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in Heart-Trouble. 


all the ſweet Promiſes of Chriſt P/!. 38. 
In the Goſpel : But there are but. 3» 4: 


few of thoſe; moſt of us fail in 
the Defect. We are not troubled 
for Sin as much as we ſhould; our 
Sins do nnt lie ſo hard and hea- 
Vy upon us as they ſhould 3 our 
Hearrs do feldom feel the weight 
of Si: preiling us down : many 
Sins lie light on us; our vain 
Thoughts, our Omillons, care- 
leſs performance of holy Duties. 
miſpending precious Time, idle 
Talk, &c. and ſuch like Evils, 
wich ſhould trouble us moſt, 
they trouble us leaſt. 


But our Afﬀictions, which,com- 2 Cr. 4. 


parativiley, are but light, lie too 77: 
heavy upon us,and preſs us down 
even to the Duſt. So, in reſpect 
of Afflictions themſelves, we are. 
apt to run into Extreams, againſt 
which the Holy Ghoſt gives cau- 
tion as to both Extreams. Prov. 
3-1 1,12. My Son, deſpiſe not tho. 
the chaſtaing of the Lord; neither 
be weary of his Chaſtiſements ;, the 


Apoſtle explains it, neither faint jh.r2, 
when thou art corretied of him: 5,6. 


Deatts-Eaſe 


Adding a moſt powerful Argu- 
ment againſt thoſe Extreams 5 
Ver. 6. For whom the Lord loveth, 
he correfteth, even as a Father the 
Son, in whom he delighteth ; and 
therefore deſpiſe not his. Cha- 
ſtiſements, and fatherly Cor- 
rections, ſlight them not, for 
they come from a loving Father, 
a wiſe Father, and ſhould not be 
deſpiſed by his Children, they are 
the Fruits of his Love : Alfo, 
you mult not be weary of them, 
nor faint under them, for the 


ſame reaſon, viz. becauſe they 


ſhall not hurt you, they flow from 
your Father's Love, from « Fa- 
ther they come, who deltghteth 
in you, and therefore ye ought 
not to faint under them 3 or asit 
is in the Text, Whatever Af- 
fiction befals you, /et not your 
Heart be troubled. 

It is Heart-trouble you ſee that 
is here forbidden ; not a filial 
ſenſe of Gods Hand, nor a 


. Child-like acknowledgment of 


God's Rod : God's Rod hath a 


Mich-6.9, Voice, and its Voite muſt be 


heard. 


in Þcart-Trouble. 


heard. Whenhis Hand is lifted #26. 11> 


up to ſtrike, to lay on any blows '5- 
eN us, OF oN any. of our Relati- 
ons, or earthly Comforts, we 
mult obſerve zt, and him, and ac- 


knowledg the ſame ; but, not xc:!!.-. 
to acknowledg, and obſerve the 131 4- 


Hand of God ; not to conſider 
in the Day of Adverlity,, not to 


humble our ſelves under his mizhty F4"-4-2 


Hand, not to ſtoop and yicld to © 
God, but tothink, or fay, of our 

Affliction, that it cannor be hel- 
ped, there is no Remedy, it is- 
common and ordinary, and the 
like ; this 1s to deſpiſe the chaſt- 
ning of the Lord, take heed of 
this. But yet, we mult take heed 
too, that under the pretence of 
being ſenſible of the hand of God, 
and of his ſtroaks upon us, that 
we do not fall into the other Ex- 
tream , of being weary of his 
Chaſtiſements, and of Deſpon- 
dency, and fainting under his 
Corrections, we mult be careful 
that we do ot lat our Hearts be 

troubled. 


B 4 Quep. 


Hearts-Eale 


Oueſt. But is it poſlible that 
we ſhould be afflicted, deprived 
of Liberty, of Eſtate, of loving 
Relations, of the Deſire of our 
Eyes, and of the Delight of our 
Hearts, ( for ſuch in a moſt emt- 
nent manner was Jeſus Chriſt to 
his Diſciples, He was the Deſire 
of all Nations) and not_ be. 
troubled at our very Hearts ? 
Can we behold our Benjamin's, 
our Sarah's, or Rebeka's, our Jo- 
ſeph's, &c. taken away, our dear 
Husbands, or loving, faithful, 
tender Wives ſnatch*'d away 
from us with a Stroak, with a 
tadden Stroke, to be'in a moment 

deprived of ſuch Comforts, and 
in ſuch a Time too, in an Evil 
Time, in a ſad and ſuffering 
Zine, when ſuch Helpers would 
{weeten our Sufferings, and help _ 
bear our Burdens, would give 
us ſweet Connſel, and uphold us 
in the Way of God ? Whatzis It 
poſſible ſuch K#ors ſhould be un- 
tied, and ſo ſuddenly, ſuch Flow- 
ers cropt off, cut down; ſuch 
{weet Friends removed from us, 
| as 


in Heart-Trouble. 


as lay once in our Boſoms, and 


ſent to the Chambers of Dark- 
neſs, ſealed up in the Duſt, made 
ſiknt in the Grave, to ſee their 
ſweet Faces no more, til] the 
Heavens be no more? Is it 
poſlible I fay, in ſuch caſes, not 
to be troubled ? or if it be poſli- 


| ble, Is it neceſlary, or is It attain- 


able? May we arrive to ſuch a 


Temper, may we get ſuch a calm, 


quiet, tranquil, and ſubmiſſive 
frame of Spirit ? It is Admira- 
ble, but is it Attainable ? 

I Anſwer, We mult not De- 
ſpiſe the Chaſtning of the Lord, 
as was noted before , we muſt 
not be as Stocks or Stones, alto- 
gether inſenſible of the hand of 


Anſw. 


God upon us: no, we muſt be Ecclof, hi 


ſenſible, we muſt lay thofe things 
to our Hearts, and conlider the 
Work of God : Such loſles, and 


of Such , are to be lamented, 17. «5.1. 


they will be found wanting, their 
Relations will ind them Want- 
ing, their Families will ind them 
Wanting, the Poor will find 
them Wanting, and the Church 
a B 5 alio.. 


Dearts-Caſe 


allo. David laments the loſs of 


76.11.16. Jonathan, And the Diſciples the. 


loſs of Lazarw. Lawful it is 


then, to be affefted with the 


Deaths and Departures of our 
dear Relations and Friends, and 


moderately to Monrn for them ; 
but our care mult be, that we 
ſuffer not Nature to work alone 


without Grace, for then it will 
foon go beyond its bounds : Ne- 
zwre mult be reſtrained and boun- 
ed. It ts moderate Mourning that 


is lawful. Monrn we may, bee 


ot as thoſe that have no Hops, 


r Theſf: 4. 13,14. For, thoſe 


that ſleep in Jeſus, they being 


ſafe and happy ; for, Jf we be- 


kieve that Jeſus died, and roſe 
agarn :, even ſo they that ſleep in 
TFeſus, will God bring with him. 
Troubled we cannot chuſe but 
be in ſuch caſes, and under ſuch 
ſtrokes, but we muſt ot let owr 
Hearts be troubled. faith our Lord. 
And what this imports, you ſhall 


ec » = A OQ 


ſee by and by. It is trouble of 


Heart, that is here forbidden : 


But, what is 1t, that will prevent, 


or 


ft Heart-Trouble. 


or cure this Heart-troxble ? Our 


- Saviour anſwers in the next 


Words ; Te believe in God, be- 
lieve alſo in me: In my Fathers. 
Houſe are many: Manſions, &'c, In 
which, we may obſerve theſe. 
Parts, VIZ. 


If 


1. An Evil Diſeaſe, or Spiri- The Divif- 


tual Diftemper z intimated and ” 


of the 


prohibited, to which the Diſci- Texts 


ples of Chriſt are incident and 
prone in time of Affliction ; and 
that is Trouble of Heart: This 
may ſeize yon,. but take heed 
of it , labour againſt it. As if 
the Lord had ſaid, I know it 
will be a cutting , a killing thing 
to you, to. part} with me, your. 
dear and loving Lord and Ma- 


ſter: but part with meyou muſt, | 


and take heed of this undecent 


Diſtemper of Heart-Trouble : Let- 
not your Flearts be troubled, ſaith. 


our Lord Jeſus. 
2. The beſt Prevent:ve of, or 
Remedy for this Spiritual Diſtem- 


per propoſed and enjoyned :: 
Te Believe in God, Believe alſo in. 


Me. As if our Lord had ſaid, 


Surely. 


1 


w” 2 
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Surely, you believe in God, why- 
then are your Hearts troubled ? 
Cannot your Faith in God ſup- 
port you, if you act it upon 
him ? Butif that cannot, then 
a(t your Faithalſo on me : Be- 
lieve alſo in me. 
on work on me. Bclieve., that 
I love you, that when I leave 
you, I will not leave you Com- 


John 14. fortleſs ; 1 will ſend the Comforter 


26, 17. 


Matth, 8. 
20, 


wnto you, and he ſhall abide with 
you for ever. Therefore, let not 
your Hearts be troubled. Be- 
lieve m me ;, I mult leave you, 
and I and you mult part ; but, 
believe where I am going, and 
let the conſideration of that quiet 
you, and comfort you: In »: 

Father”s Houſe are many Mane 
0775: There is a better, a far bet- 
ter condition for you above, 
than that you are in here 3 for, 
here you are coſled up and down 
from place to place, and are ex- 
poſed to many ſtraits. I my ſelf 
here on Earth, have not an 
Houſe wherein to lay my head; 


but in my Father's Houſe are ma- 


ny 


Set your Faith 


in Heart-Trouble. I3 
ny - ny Manſions. There is an Houſe 
| ? above, not made with bands, eter- 2 Cor, &I 
D- nal inthe Heavens. When once 
n you come thither, you ſhall re- 
n move no more ; theye are many 
'- Manſions, room enough for you 
a all, and for all the innumerable 
t company of Augels and Saints : 
e therefore, Believe in me; for, 
- theſe things are moſt true that I 
* tell you. And believe alſo, That 
| T4 go to prepare a place for you: I 
' go to take Poſſeſſion of thoſe Ce- 
leſtial Manſions, of thoſe ever- 
laſting Habitations for you, in 
your Name and Stead : While 
you are here on Earth, I ſhall 
Prepare you for thoſe Manſions ; 
and when I go from you, I will 
prepare them for you : There- 
fore, to prevent thoſe Heart- 
Troubles which you are fubject 
to, becauſe of my Departure from 
you, and to fortify you againſt 
them, ( for I am ſollicitous for 
you ;) This is the Remedy that 
I propoſe you, and enjoin you to 
practiſe; That ſeeing you Believe 
in God,Believe alſo inme. ACt your 
Faith on me. From 
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From which Words thus exþel:c 
plain'd, I commend to yourThi 
Chriſtian Conſideration thiCu 
Goſpel-Doarine.. v5z. F 


Doct. That the lively. Acting of Trajn 1 


Faith upon God and Chriſt, opri 
pon God in Chriſt, is the bifixqa 
Preventive of , and Remedy # het 
gainft Heart-Trouble, under thi La 
greateſt loſs whatſoever : or,. nor 
Faith Afted on God in Chriſt, it 1 
the Sovereign Cure of Heart- Pa 
Trouble. al 
Our Lord Jeſus is very tender it 
over his poor Diſciples; and ex 
having foretold them of the hard hc 
uſage , and bad entertainment tt 
they fhould meet with in the G 
World, Lofles and Croſſes, Tri- L 
bulations and Perſecutions ; He 1 
now leaves with them ſome An. J 
zidotes againſt Diſtempers of F 
mind; ſome Cordials againſt þ 
thoſe faintings of Spirit, and - 
troubles of Heart ; to which, he 
knew, they, being Fleſh and 1] 
Blood, were ſubject : and this in * 
the Text, is Chief and Principal: 1 
Let not your hearts be troubled; yo 
believs. 
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Cxhelicve 12 God, believe alſo in me. 


foarT his your Faith will be your beſt 
thiCure, your beſt Remedy. 


Poor Believers are but Princes 


"Tain Diſguiſe here in this World : 
Princes they are, Chriſt hath x 7.2, g; 

be made them all ſo; but while 

' & here below, they are in a foreign 

th Land, under a Veil. Jt doth ot Rev. 1.6. 

: 70 appear , what they ſhall be , 

111 John 3,2. They havea large 

't- Patrimony, but it lies indeed in 


"1 


a Land unknown to the World, 
It is in Terra szcoprita, if the 
expreſſion can be born. The 
holy, the great God himſelf is 


it - their Portion , their Heritage ; Dint.32.9: 


God 1s their Szre, their Full, their 
Lafting,their Everlaſting Porton. 

They are Heirs of 4 Kingaom, pſy}, 119, 
Jam. 2.5. Hdeirs of Salvation. 59. 

Heb. 2. laſt. Hezrs of God, Caq- £E4nment. 3. 
heirs with Chriſt,Rom. 8. 17. Yea, *4- 

All things of this World are theirs, 

x Cor. 3. 21. All things are 
Bleſſed, and Sanctified to them, 

and ſhall conduce to their Spi- 


- ritual and eternal Welfare, Rom. x Tin.g.s; 


8.28, Yet notwithſtanding all 
this, 


16 


I Tin1.4.9. 
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this, and although Heaven anhor 
Earth liesat the feet (as It were N 
of Godlineſs, and of thoſe thiprt 
profeſs it, in the Power of itznd 
( Godlineſs having the Promiſes qc 
"this Life, and of that which is and 
come : ) and, . notwithſtandingnd 
Believers have a true Title to apin 
the Good of both Worlds ; yetDei 
may thoſe poor ( but bleſſed the 
Saints be expoſed to manifolthe 
Temptations and Tribulationgle: 
in this World ; they may haveto 
a dark, and ſad, and ſtormy wayHe 
of it to their Father's Houſe ; ;NoO 
they may be ſtript of all theirto 
earthly Comforts, may be de-hie 
prived of their Liberty, Eſtate, Th 
gearelt Friends and Relations , or 
as we read in Scripture , that ve 
ſuch hath been the Portion of the #Z 
beſt Saints : And upon this the el 
People of Gu have beendeje&- P 
ed, and diſquieted ; they have A 
deſponded, their Hearts have a 
been troubled, and have thereby *L 
diſpleaſed their heavenly Fa- *2 
ther, who would have them «f 
believe, That all things ſhall |, 
work * 


in Deart-Trouble. 


1 athork together for their good. 
vere: Now, our Lord, in this Text, 
_thirbids this Diſtemper of Mind, 
| itind would not have his Diſciples, 
© ho had God for their Father, 
#5 and Himſelf for their Redeemer, 
dingnd who had Title to ſuch Hap- 
Oapineſs in the other World , to 
yetDeſpond, and to be Diſquieted ; 
ed therefore he laies this Charge on 
olthem, Let not your Heart be trou- 
ongled : adding, the proper means 
iveto prevent this ſinful malady of 
7ayHeart-Trovble, that it might 
e ;not feize on them 3 or if it had, 
eirto cure them of it, viz. Te be- 
e-lieve in God, Belize alſo in me. 
e, The lively Ating of tris Faith up- 
5 , 00 God inChriſt, it u the bt Pre- 
t ventive of, ard Remedy againſt 
e Heart-Trouble. under the great- 
e eſt loſs whatſoever. Which Pro- 
- Poſition I ſhall proſecute, in the 
> Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, and 
> according to the meaſare of 
" 'Light and Grace I have received, 


 Jafter this manner and method 


(following. 


Firſt, 


I 


/ 
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Firſt, by way of Demonſtray 

on. 2ly. Of Confirmatioy, 

Ard then to Apply, ay 

make Improvement of FA 

our ule. Þoſ 

1, By way of Demonſtratigj, 
Endeavouring to ſhew, ,,.. 

I. Firſt, That God's choicg « 
Saints, are in this World fwg 

ject to all kinds of Troublgg 
Loſſes, and Aitlictions; ae 
whence it is, and why ſo. ©. 

- Secondly , That under the, 
Loſſes and Afflictions, they a, 
ſubject to. Deſpond, to be IN, 
jetted , and to be Troubled 6, 

| their Hearts. fic 
"ot LD Tirdly, What this Heart-Tra, 
"| ble is, that Chriſt forbids here, 
f : 4+ Feurthly, How, that. Believigy, 
1.8 in God and Chriſt, is the o 
c 


means to prevent, and cure ti 


f* tHieart-Trouble. fe 
jo I. Firſt, That God's coi 
F Saints are liable to all kinds 
(2: Troubles, Loſks, heart hs 


4 even the greatelt, heavieſt, aa 
l {oreſt : as we read of Job, Daw 


Go! 


Heman, and others. 
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rod had but one Sor without 7%. $3. 
<0, but no So without Suffer- 
Fir . His only begotten Son was a 
+*an of Sorrows ; and the Holy 
Boſs aſſures us, that if ye be 
Falk bout chaſtning, whereof all ave 
>, takers, then are ye Baſtards and 
| (# Sons, Heb. 8. 12. 
\ God's Children are liable to 
Wifferings, whether we conſider 

*em as Men, or as Chriſtians : as 

q fer, Tob 14. 1. Manthat is born J® 5: 7: 

Ne , Woman, 5s fil of Trouble. 
Y & our Relations and Comforts 
: creaſe, ſo do the Occaſions of 
"0 Fouble. God never appointed 

tis World to be the place of 
Tr%1n's Reft,, bat of our Exerciſe, 01.47. 9: 
qd only a Paſſage to another 
VIWYorld : And in this our Paſſage 
be muſt Iook for Storms and 
 Wempeſts : If we can through 
. Mercy obtain a tolerable Paſſage = 
Kihorow this World, and a com- 
$ brtable Paſſage out of ir into 

"at better above, we ſhall have 
Ibaufe to bleſs the Lord to all 
®Eternity. | : 
-- And much more as Chriſtians 
a0" mult 


” 
—_—_— © Ge 


19. 


Like 22, 


13. 


Hiv,12.2, 
Gal.g.17, 
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muſt we expect Troubles ; fa, 


. Man 1s no ſooner brought hot 


to Gcd, but he muſt expe} 

be hated by the World, aſaulÞ 
by Satan, chaſtned by the Lor®! 
our own corrupt Hearts will'® 
always vexing ; the old Man, 
Fleſh, thwarting all the wotid 
of the new Nature, luſting a7 ai, 

the Spirit, The Luſts of t! 
Fleſh, will be as Pricks in 
Eyes,and as Thorns in our Sid&" 
We ſhall have Encmles in 0, 

own Houſes. C 

But this Truth is ſo manik: 

inall the Scripture,that I ſhall if, 
{iſt no longer on it, only ſhall a 
this by way of Uſe; Let all Chi® 
ſtians prepare for Affliction, b; 
getting an Intereſt in Go, 
through Chriſt, by getting S, 
pardoned and purged, by ga 
ting Peace with God and Cot: 
ſcience, by getting Hearts cruc, 
fied to the World ; and the; 
when Troubles come, let us bea' 


: S *-4 them as Chriſtians, not-murmur, 
Lake 21, Dot repine, but in patience pol 


Ig, 


{eſs our Souls : not deſponding 
nor 


in Heart-Troubie. 2rT 


£9 ; 
t hodor fainting 3 remembring, that 
-ne4Wr Troubles are no more, but 
[au}Þfinitely leſs than we have de- 
- Lozerved. Job 34.23. He will not ©V* 9-13+ 
will - 4por Man more than right. 
{a n, od perfeftly underſtands our 
1otidVeea, and knows our Strength - 
74k Pet. 1. 6. If need be, ye are in" © 10- 
of racavineſs, He is faithful, who _ 
in oil not ſuffer you ts be tempted a- 
Gig Hove that ye are able. It is the 
- . Wiſe, Juſt, and Gracious God, 
- and our Father that tempers our 
1nif Cup for us. © Many Earthly Pa- 
all j3<nts do not correct their Chil- 
11 ,,dren in meaſure, being ignorant 
Cp,0f their Nature and Diſpoſition ; 
- 4and therefore their CorreCtion 
G,doth them no good. Many Phylici- 
.ans miſtake the Conſtitutions of 
1 their Patients,and therefore may 
Co; do them more hurt than good : 
rad But God knows our Need, and 
hen Our Strength, and ſo ſutes all his 
he , Remedies accordingly ; therefore 
nur {Et us be patient, bearing our 
of Troubles with an equal Mind.not 
: # ſuſfering as per-force,but willing- 
3 ly. It is ſaid, Dan.3. 28. That 
| | they 
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they yielded their Bodies, th 
Lan.3.40.Chearfully, to the Eire. In 
7an.s.13. Afflition,let us ſearch our: 
_ _ wy b_ Ways Lo = 3 
bo, 22, God Dy Prayer, and religly 
92g .our ſelves to him, and als 
. him, caſting oyr:Cares and Ic 
dens on him : P/al.55,22. 1n 
5 7+ : __ ho 
Moreover, :it is -our\Wiſt; 
that, while -we are at eaſc, :hG! 
cur Comforts :about us, :kt- 
look for Tronbles 3 Afﬀlictfic 
From: God, as well .as for -Gmnc 
are;part of our Croſs whichPt 
' mult take ;up daily. Sickpme 
death of Friends, loſs of Eſtffu 
' 3 &c. we muſt lopk for them,tfo 
8 we.may-not be ſyrprized. *te 
Y. He that buildeth an Houſejtt 
l a :Ship, doth -noet make-this*w 
vs ; Work and-Care, that:it ſho! 
| not rain upon it;or-that-it ſhaft 
have noStorms or 'Tempeſts;#p: 
{of this cannot tbe prevented .by#ti 
| care of ;Qurs, .but-that:the Hef w 
F or Ship may-be:made able: tor? h 
; dure all without-prejudice. jb 
muſt it be-our care, to -pro” 
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r Afﬀi&zons;for to prevent them 
ulrogether, we cannot ; but pre- 
dare for them we may,and-muſft, 
'Vas was hinted before ; to treaſure 
iglgp God?s Promiſes,and ſtore our 
TulSouls with Graces, and ſpiritual 
d Komforts, and firm Reſolutions 
In God's ſtrength, to bearup anll 
_ hold on: We had need be well 
idf,od with the preparation -of the Epv.6.1g; 
2 Goſpel of Peace. 

:kt' Moſt Chriſtians arenot morti- 
Klthed and crucified to the World, 
' 'Gmot acquainted with God and the 
iePromiſes, as they ought to be, 
kmmor ſo reſolved to follow Gol 
3ſtffully, as they ought, and 'there- 
1,tFfore are ſo dejetted and diſcon- 
*ented when Afﬀi&tion comes ; 0 
{that we did count the Cof,when 
is we firſt begin'to make Profeſſion 
hevwf Chriſt ; and that-we had had 
hafſuch full Per ſwaſions of the incom- 
's;#parable Worth and Excellenczes of 
yi#the Lord Feſws, as that we could 
14 willingly part with all things for 
of his ſake ! O that we bad ſuch 
j-believing Apprehenſions of 'the 
on” Wiſdom, Faithfuineſs, 'Righte- 

j ouſneſs 
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ouſneſs and Mercy of God, ſifan 
ſights of his reconciled Face ags « 

ſuch taſtes of his fatherly Lowa 

to us In Chriſt, as that we caiwe 
quietly ſubmit to his holy WiTr 

and be well ſatisfied with all |wit 
Diſpenſations towards us. {bel 
much of this firſt Particular. s 

th 

2, Secondly, The Diſciples (bu 
Paticiare Chriſt,under the Aflictions whi fo! 
they meet with in this Worl di! 


! | i | are apt to be troubled in the fo! 
l q Hearts, to be diſquieted in the aft 
Wi Minds, to be dejected and di an 


couraged. It was ſo with ho. 22 
[501 David, Pfal. 42. 5. Why art th 
w!; caſt down, O my Soul? Why & 
' thou diſquicted within me ? He w. EC 
'K ſenſible of his Afictions, at #7 
| that diſquicted him, and a 
| him down. God's People a 

l ; ſubje&t to ſuch diſquietment © 
becauſe they are Fleſh and Blood K 

] 7an, e.19, fubject to the ſame Paſſion C 
[Þ made of the ſame Mould, ſub * 
3 ject to the ſame Impreſſions fron © 

without as other Men, and tha _ 
Natures are upheld wit 6 l 
| Al 


Ee 


ED”——”_—_—_ 
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» Iiame Supports and Refreſhments 
= s$ others, the withdrawing and 
' Lowant of which affecteth them as 
calwell as others. And belides thoſe 
WiTroubles they ſuffer in common 
ill with others, by reaſon of their 
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(being called out of the World, Jon I 5. 


« the World hates them, and are 
therefore more expoſed to Tri- 
$ \bulation than others, and there- 
zhi fore are apt to be caſt down and 
or diſcouraged : This our Lord 
the foreſaw would befal his Diſciples 
he after his Departure from them ; 
d and therefore he counſels then 
ho- againſt the ſame : Let not your 
th Hearts be troubled. 
\& Queſt. But it may be. demand- 
mw ed, hence ariſeth this Heart- 
a1 trouble, and diſquetment of Mind, 
ra under Affittion ? 
7 eAnſw. Thereare many Cauſes 
1t Of it, which is neceſlary for us to 
x know, that ſo, knowing the 
xn. Cauſes, we may the better find 
}_ the Cure. There are outward 
- and inward Cauſes. 
; Firſt, Outward Cauſes. And 
the firſt may be God himſelf. He 
C lome- 


19. 


I. Outward 


Caſt, 


1 
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ſometimes withdraws the Beams i 
of his Countenance, withholds | 
the ſenſe of his Love, hideth his } 
Face from his Children : (which 
Tz. 4, he Saints in Scripture ſo bitter- þ 
I 5. ly complain of, and ſo earneſtly ” 
7ob34. © pray againſt). Whereupon the ! 
29. Souls, even of the ſirongeſt Chri- 
ſtians are diſquieted. This cau- : 
ſed trouble to the Soul of Feſws : 
Pſal.13.1. Chriſt himſelf, Job.12.27. When 
8& 27.9- a Poor Child of God, together + 
& 30. 7- with his Afﬀiction, apprehends ' 


R ONETs God to be his Enemy, and that 
his Troubles are mix'd with 
God's Diſpleaſure ; and it may 

be his Conſcience tells him, that 

God hath a juſt Quarrel againſt 

him, becauſe he hath not walked 

P/a.38.3, fo holily, ſo humbly, ſo evenly 


+59 and ſo ſtrictly with God as he . 


might, had he been more watch- 


ful, careful, and circuniſpeCt ; - 


and that he hath not renewed 


and kept his Peace with God. as 
he ſhould, and might have done ; | 
and this ſenſe of God's Diſplea- 
ſure, puts a Sting into all his : 
Afflicticns, and this cayſeth "—_ ; 
6 - 


Ae ca. . . .. a AY A pune 


w*- ——_— 
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ble of Heart, and diſquietment 
of Mind. And juſtly may ſuch 
a Soul be troubled that hath ever 


*7 


felt the Foys of God's Salvation, P/Al. 51. 
the ſweet Influences of his Love, [** 
that hath tafed that the Lord us P(al-34-8. 


gracious, ſeeing, that in his Fa- 
wvour 1s Life, and his Loving-kind- 
neſs i better than Life ;, Pſal.30.5. 
& 63. 2. 


Secondly, The Devil 13 the 2,0utward 


Cauſe ſometimes of the Heart- 
Trouble of God's Children. For 
he being a curſed Spirit, caſt out 
of Heaven, full of Diſquietment 
and Diicercent himſelf, labours 
all he can fo trouble and diſquiet 
others, to bring others (as much 
as In him lies) into the ſame cur- 
ſed Condition with himſelf : 
He being caſt out of Paradiſe 
himſelf, enyies us the Paraai/e 
of a good and quiet Conſcience ; 
for that-is our Paradiſe until we 
come to Heaven : Ard this Pa- 
radiſe a poor Child of God may 
poſſeſs in a Priſer, in a Dungeon, 

on a Drungh;l. 
Two main Deſigns the Devil 
C2 hath 


Cauſe, 
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hath upon Men ; the one is, if | 
poſſibly,by all imaginable Slights,- | 
Temptations, and Inticements,he 
may keep Men in a courſe of Un- 
godlineſs, to hinder them from 
coming to Chriit by Faith and 
Repentance, to deter them from. 
his holy Ways. . And when he 
cannot proſper in this, but that 
unſearchable rich and free Grace 
takes hold of ſome poor Souls, 
and they are ſnatch*d out of his 
Hands, their Captivity led cap- 
tive by that mighty Redeemer ; 
then all-the Devil's labour is, to 
hinder their Comfort, and to 
Interrupt their Peace, and .to 
make their way to Heaven as 
hard and uncomfortable to them' 
as poſſible, purſuing them with. 
all dejefting and Heart-troubling 
Temptations. 
Thirdly, Wicked Men are al- 

SO ſo ative in the troubling of 
God*s People ; they are indecd . 
the true Troublers of God's //- 
rael. They load God's People 
with Reproaches: And there is 
nothing that the Nature of Man 
; IS 
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13 more impatient of, than Re- 


' proaches, for there is no Man fo 


mean, bur thinks himſelf worthy 
of ſome Reſpett; now a re- 
proachful Scorn ſhews an utter 
diſreſpect of a Man, which flows 
from the very ſuperfluity of Ma- 
lice. Reproach hath broken my 
Heart, ſaith David, Pſal.69. 20. 
and nothing more doth he com- 
plain of than Reproach, and no- 
thing more are God's Pcople i1a- 
ble to than this. Theſe are the 
Cauſes from without. 


29 


Secondly, There are Inward 1!w.r4 
Cauſes alſo of Heart-Trouble ©: 


and Ceſpondency : When God's 
People are in Afiction, moſt 
times that black Cloud of Melar- 
choly alſo ſurrounds them, and 
Darkneſs makes Men fearful and 
dejected. 


There are many Cauſes within 
our ſelves. As, iznorance of God, 
and of Chriſt, of the Covenant ; 


Pjal.c.10. 


Exod. 34» 


of Grace, of the Name of God : * 7 


they that know God's Name,will 
truſt in him, and not be dejected. 
Alſo, forgetfulneſs of God, and 


C3 of- 
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Tz.51. of what he hath done for us. We, 
12,13: forget God, when we are afraid: 
of Man. Our overlooking, and! 
paſſing by the many Comforts 
we enjoy, even while we are un-' 
der Affiction, taking little No« 


Gen.15.2, tice of our Mercies, but let them. 


be all ſwallowed up in our M:/e- 


ries :, as Abraham, becauſe he had 


_ 30.1, NO Heir : and Rachel, who ſaid, 
Give me. Children, orl ate ;, tho 
the had all other earthly Com- 
forts, yet the want of this one 
ſo troubled her, that all the ref 
ſeemed nothing. 

It is an evil thing for us to be 
wedded to our own Wills. None 


more ſubject to Diſcontent, than 


thoſe who would have all things 


after their own way,and are meer 


Strangers to Self-denial. Like- 


hn, 


wiſe, falſe apprehenſions of things 


cauſe Heart-irouble; to think 


God hates us, becauſe he corrects 
us ; and when he takes from us, | 
that it is all in Wrath. Another . 


Prov. 4. Common Cauſe, is our own watch- 
2 Zo lefſneſs and careleſlneſs, our neg- 


lect of keeping our Hearts and 


Con- 


os 


PBQOS 


"A. 


—_ 
a 
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_ Conſciences pure and clean; and 
- in time of Affiction, theſe for- 
* mer neglects of Duty come to 


our Minds, then Conſcience a- 
wakes, and tells us our former 
Faults, and this brings trouble of 1 £2: 
Heart. 17. As 

Moreover, unneceſi2ry Scruples 
cauſe Diſquietneſ:, Solitarineſs, 
Idleneſs, when Perſons will not 
do what is necdful.they are tron- 
bled with that which is needleſs ; 
and idleneſs temprs the Devil to 
tempt us and trouble us : It we 
cannot find work for our ſelves, 
the Devil will make work for 
Us: 

Alſo when we are guilty of 
nepleting doing good to others, as 
to our Kelations, not reproving, 
admoniihing,, or incouraging 
them as we ought, or have neg- 
leted to receive that good 
from them that we might, but 
now they are dead and gone,and 
we can no more do any good to 6al.6. 10, 
them, nor receive any from 
them ; this hath troubled many 
on their Sick and Death-beds. 

C 4 Incon- 
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Inconſtancy, wavering in the. lit 
Ways of God, will alſo breed | W 
diſquiet. And our inordinate love V 
of Creature-Comforts, our ſet- | al 
ting of our Hearts on Friends, ' *. 
Eſtates, and the like, letting out 
our Hearts on Hu-bands, Wives, - E 
Children, &c. this is to build © 
Caſtles in the Air, expecting O 
Contentment in and from thoſe ? 
things that cannot yield it. Alſo ] 
multitude of worldly Buſineſs, and 
too much poring on our Afﬀflicti- |, | 
ons, and fore-caſting the Events - 
of things. You ſee what a croud 
of Cauſes here be within our 
ſelves of Diſquiet and Heart- 
Trouble. | 
Zo The third Particular propoſed 
Purli-ilare ij, What is this Heart-Trouble 
which Chriſt here forbids his 
People, and that he would for- 
tify them againſt ? 
A. This Heart-Trouble is ſuch 
a ſenſe of Evils felt or feared, as 
creates to us Heart-Diſquiet- 
ment, Dejection, Deſpondency, 
depriving us of that Tranquil- 
lity, 


a 


it Heart-Tronble, 


- lity, Peace and Comfort which 
' we had in our ſelves, or other- 
' . wiſe might have: It is ſuch a 
- diſturbance of our Paſſions, ſuch 
" a ſtorm and tempeſt in our Spi- 


rits, as cauſeth inward Motions, 
Emotions and Commotions of 
Mind, putting all things in the 
Soul out of order : and it carries 
init ſeveral Evil Things, as fol- 
low. 
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Firſt, Sinful Sorrow, worldly Firſt Evil. 


Sorrow. When Chriſt had told 
his Diſciples that he would leave 
them; and that after he was 
gone, they ſhould be expoſed to 
hard and heavy things from the 
World, bitter Perſecution for 
his Name-ſake ; then ſorrow fi1- 
led their Hearts, oh 16. 1, 2, 
3, 4 5, ©- 5 
God's own Servants, Chriit's 
own Diſciples may have their 
Hearts: filled with Sorrow ; a- 
gainſt this, our Lord commands 
many Preſervatives in this Ser-- 
men. The ground of this Sor- 
row 1s from our ſelves, from our 
own Heart:, tho S2tan will have 
G5 a 
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# Pal, II9, 
42 


Plat. 107, 
26. 
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a hand in it; and 1t comes not 


from Humility,but from Pride; be.. Bu 
cauſe we cannot have our Wills} ax 
therefore we are diſcontented? gjr 


We may thank our ſelves, not” 


only for our Troubles, but for. 


our over-much troubling of our 
felves in our Troubles. If we 
ward and guard againſt this 


worldly Sorrow, our Troubles 


would not lie ſo heavy on us as 
they do : for, as the Joy of the 
Lord doth raiſe and ſtrengthen 
the Soul, ſo doth Sorrow deject 
and weaken it : Sorrow and 


Grief doth lie like Lead to the. 


Heart, cold and heavy, and ſinks 


it downward {till : Sorrow con- 


tracteth ard draweth the Soul 


into it ſelf, from that Commu- ' 


nion and Comfort it might have 


with God and Man; and it weak- 
neth the execution of the Offices 


of it, becauſe it drinketh up the 
Spirits, it melteth the Soul, .It 


cauſeth it to drop away. Yea, 


in this kind of Heart-Trouble, 
God's own People are many 


times more exceſlive than others. | - 


I, Be- | 


De. 
ls; 


o; 


1. Becauſe, many times their 


Burdens are greater,their Temp- 


\ tations, Deſertions, Trouble for 
Sin greater : 
- unſpeakable and glorious, ſo 
- their Sorrows are ſometimes a- 
| bove expreſlion. 


As their Joys are 


Common na- 
tural Courage will carry a Man 


 thorow other ſingle Afﬀictions : 
- But $Szz is a heavier burden than 


Afiiftion, and the Wrath of God 
than the Wrath of Man. 

2. They have a greater ſenſe 
than others, their Hearts being 
made tender by Rel:zgion, they 


| havealſoaclearerJudgmentthan 


others, and ſee more into the na- 
ture of things thanothers ; they 
ſee a greater Evil in Sz, and in 
the diſpi/eaſure of God, than o- 
thers: They value God's Favour 
more than others:therefore when 
he hides his Face.they cannot but 
be troubled. They obſerve more 
of the diſpleaſure of God in at- _ 
fiictive Providences toan others 
do, and therefore they have 
more Sorrow. 

3. They have more tender Af- 
fetions 
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feftions than others, the mew | 
Heart 1s a ſoft Heart: A Stamp ; 


is ſooner ſet upon Wax than up- | 


on a Stone. A wicked Man hath þ 


Pſal.102, More cauſe to be troubled than a 


3 
Lam. s, 


God. 


Thus we find often in Scrip- 
ture good Souls depreſſed with 


Sorrow. David ſaid, he was 


like a Skin-bottle in the Smoak, all | 
wrinkled and dricd up. Read ' 


Pſal. 38. & Pſal. 3y. 11. When 


thou with Rebukes doſt correct Man 


for Sin, ( that 1s, by Sickneſles, 


death of Relations , and other - 
Loſles) thou makeſt his Beauty 
(that is, of his outward Man) . 


to conſume away like a Meth. 


Whereas the Beauty of the Sout : 


grows fzir by Afﬀiction, but that 
of the Body 1s. blaſted. Ape, 
Sickneſs, Lofles, will make the 
Beauty of the Boay to fade, but 


of the Soul to ſhine. 2 Cor. 4. © 


I 4. 


godly Man ; but heis not a Man } 
&e 32. 4. of that tenderneſs and ſenſe, + 
70030.30.and yherefore is not ſo affected, ; 
either with God's dealings with ; 
him, or with his dealings with - 
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w. 14. Though our outward Man doth 

P; decay and periſh, our inward Man 

, : is renewed day by day. But for 

worldly Sorrow ; that. too often, 

not only weakneth the Body, but 

# alſo cauſeth Heart-Trouble. 4 

> aerry Heart doth good like a Me- 

dicine , but a broken Spirit drieth 
the bones, Prov. 17.22. 

Duet. But is this worldly for- 
row Lawful and Commenda- 
- # - - ble? 

2 Anaſw. No ſurely, for there are 
many Evils in it, which we ſhould 
avoid. As, 

1/f.Impatience and Murmuring 1. Eu: 
againſt God, that is an effect of 
immoderate Sorrow : when our 
Wills are croſſed, we cannot bear 
it, for want of Self-denial. 

2ly. Quarrelling at Inſtru- 
ments. 

3ly. Uſing indirect means for 

: our Relief. It is better to pie 

' away in our Affiictions, than to 

! befreed from themby Sinning. 

4ly. Deſponding and diſtruſt- 
ful thoughts of God. Is h:s Mer- 
cy clean gone? will he be Jn 
TAU? 


8 * 
- 


h 
2 
N 
2 
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Revel.3.19 ion upon us. Fudg.6.13. If God} 
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rable no more? Pal. 77. 7.8. ; 
5ly. Queſtioning our Intereſt in ; 
God, meerly becauſe of the Affii- | 


be with us, why is all this befallen þ 
#5 ? Not conſidering, how hard :: 
ſoever God dealeth with his Peo- + 
ple, yet he loveth them, Heb. 
12: 6: EC 
6ly. Sometimes Atheiſtical | 
thoughts do ariſe, as if there 


Pal. 73. Were no God, no Providence ,, as 


Lord. 

7ly. This worldly Sorrow in- 
difpoſeth to all good Duties ; it 
makes a Man like an Inſtrument | 
out of Tune, or a Bone out of | 
Joint ; which makes the Body 
move both uncomely and pain- 
fully : it unfits for Duty to God + 
and Man. 

8ly. It makes a Man forget for- 
mer Mercies, and overlook pre- 
ſent Mercies ; all is nothing un- 
der preſent Sufferings. Give me | 


I 

2 

if it were in vain to ſerve the | 
i-0 

1 


Children, or elſe I die. 
oly. It makes us unfit to re- 


celye Mercies, and to embrace the 
belt 
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. * beſt Counſels ; ſuch Plaiſters will - 
; not ſtick, they refuſe to be com- 
i- 5 forted. Pſal. 77. 2. 
aj; 10ly. Itdifpoſeth us to receive 
any Temptation : Satan hath ne- 
ver more adyantage than upon 
- - Diſcontent. 
£1 I 1/y. It hinders Beginners from 
coming into the Ways of God. 
-1 I2ly. It rejoiceth and hard- 
; Neth the Wicked, and it grieves 
{ and damps the Spirits of our 
Friends. All theſe, and many 
more Eyils are in worldly Sor- 
TOW. 

Therefore , this Evil Temper 
we muſt labour againſt, and not 
ſuffer our ſelves to be dejected 
in Sickneſs, contempt in the 
World, loſs of Friends and Re- 
lations, loſs of Honour, and 
Earthly Intereſt ; May we only 
think to be exempted from Cha- ,,, 
fliſements, whereof all God's Chil- © 

; dren are partakers? And mult 
* God make a mew way to Hea- 
| ven for #s? Or, do we think it 
* beſt for us to live here for ever, 
 1n Eaſe, and Plenty, and —_— 
| an 


I2, & 
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and never ſee a Change ? No, ! 
ſurely, it is in vain to think ſo : | 
It becometh us betimes, to pre- 
pare for Croſſes. None ſo ſtrong, 
lively, and brisk now, but they 
ſhall ſhortly wither and- decay. 
None hold their heads ſo high, 
now, but they mult ſhortly lay 
them down in the Duſt. We;: 
and our deareſt Relations muſt 
part. 

It would be our wiſdom, to 
turn the ſtream of our Sorrow 
for Loſſes and Croſſes, into god- 
ly Sorrow for Sin, then it will. 
run in its right Channel. Let our- 
Sins lie heavy upon us, and then - 
our Afid:ons will lie light : Let 
us grow weary of our Sins, not - 

Matth, 11, of our Sufferings. God doth not 
28, affuc willingly, nor grieve the Chil- 
Prov.3-IT» den of Men. Let us conſider alſo, 
the real ſpiritual benefit of 
Lam 3433: Affictions : God aims at our Pro- 
Heb.x 2.10 fit * and In gocd time, in the belt - 
time he will ſend Deliverance. . 
And be ſure, thoſe that are nct : 
unmindful of their Dr:ty, God 
will not be unmindful of their , 
Safety, Þus 
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?} But that which ſhould moſtly 

'4 affect us, and make us take heed _ 
of immoderate worldly Sorrow, 
"Sf is to conſider , that this kind of 
7} Sorrow of Heart, is God's Curſe, 
3y-* imprecated on God's Enemies ; 

* Lament, 3. 65, Give them Sorrow 
lay of Heart, thy Curſe. As godly 

. Sorrow 1s God's Bleſſing, a Grace 
ult' of God's Spirit, a fruit of the 
Covenant of Grace, and a fruit Exek. 36. 
of Faith, Zech.12.10. So, world- 31. 
W ly Sorrow is Gods Curſe, and a 
d- bitter Fruit of Unbelief. They 
Vil "that ſorrow for Sin ſhall be com- Math.s. 4; 
ur: forted : but, they that mourn 
en immoderately for outward Loſ- 
et ' ſes, there ſhall be none to com- 
Ot -fort them. This is the firſt piece 
?0t of Heart-Trouble which Jeſus 
= Chriſt hath forbidden, Let nor your 

0, Hearts be troubled; that is, Not 
of filled, and overcome with world- 

"0- ty Sorrow : what ever your Loſ- 
elt - ſes and Croſſes be, let not your 
:C. . Sorrow go beyond its lawful 

ct - bounds ; take heed, Let not your 

2d Hearts be troubled. 


Seconaly, 
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Secondly , Another piece off 4 
Heart-Trouble is Sinful Fear. An b 
againſt this Diſtemper ally , 
Chriſt counſelleth his Diſciples ;, 
Let nt your Heart be troubled, nah +, 
let it be afraid , as wer. 27th v 
ASif he had ſaid, Let not tha 
diſtemper of baſe laviſh Fear x 
Ie1ze your Hearts. 

This Fear is a Paſſion, or r# 7 
ther a Perturbation of Mind! c. 
whereby, upon the ſenſe of ap , 
proaching Evils, the Mind 1 5 
diſcompos?d and diforder*d, and 5; 
_ Heart troubled and dcjed. ir 
E 

T his Fear is a Tyrant: where i C 
comes, and it tyrannizeth wher 
it prevails: As fob 4. 14,15 n 
We read, how it prevailed ove ; 
that famous Believer, the Fathe! ,, 
of Believers, Abraham, to his pre 
jadice, and to the Diſcredit of hi-T 
Religion, who for fear denicd hi: 4 
Wife once and again, Ger. 12, ( 
and Gen, 20. And good Iſad ,; 
was taken 1n the ſame fault, Ge, q 
26. This Fear troubles Men! 
Peace, and diſquiets their __— 2 
that 
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| that they are ſaid ſometimes to 
I be like the leaves of the Foreſt ; 
2119 and this Fear is often forbidden 
88 to Abraham, Gen. 15.1. And 
"to Jſaac, Gen. 26.24. And 
7% when Iſrael was in the greateſt 
NG dangers that ever Men were, they 
-T' were forbid to Fear, Exod.14. 17, 41.16, 
: 13. 1/a.8. 12. And in the New 
it Teſtament, our Lord ſtrongly 
IC! cautions againſt this Fear, Zzk. 1 2. 
ap: 4,32. Rev.2. 10. Fear none of 
Y thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer. 
and Slayiſh Fear troubles the Heart 
«more than any thing. 
 Obje&#. But may we not fear 
Ei God's Judgments ? Did not good 
I Fofrah tremble at them ? And did 
17 not holy David fay in Pal. 119. 
Ve! 120. I am afraid of thy Fudg- 
Nel ments ? 
pre Arſw. Doubtleſs, it is our 
Ty 'Puties ſo to do: When we ſee 
It: the ſame Sins abound, for which 
12. God hath executed his Judg- 
as ments in former times, we ought 
201, tolay them to heart, and to be 
len affected X Ferem, 7, 12, Luk, [7. Ferem.3 7, 
_ 26, &c. Remember Lots wife, ſaid 82 9, 10. 
a our 
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our Lord. So, 1 Cor. 10. 2 Ph tx 

Dan. 5. 3-2.6. Rom. 1.18. Zepb. 3.6,7J jt 

a remarkable Scripture. 'P 

Altho' it went well with V4 

bemiah himſelt, yet had he a ſa tt 

Reſentment of the State of Je qi 

ruſalem, Nehem. 1. CG 

God's People have tender 9 

hearts. Wicked Men have heart; ,j 

of Stone 5 when God ſmites them; K 
they are not grieved, Fer. 5. 3. 

But we muſt diſtinguiſh 0 q 

Fear. C 

I. There is a Natural Lawfu y 

Fear , when Evils are approach [ 
ing to our Bodies, or Names, 0: 

Friends, or the like, Dangers ar: F 

apparent , 'tis natural to fear f 

( 

4 

C 

: 

L 

l 

c 

1 

1 


' This was in the beſt Men in th: 
World ; it was in Chriſt himſelf, 
Mark, 12.14,15. Alfoirtis ſaid 
Fle feared, and was fore ama 
zed , Mar. 14. 33. yet without 
Sin. 

Secondly, There is a Lawfw 
filial Fear of God's Judgments} 
which ariſeth from the conlidera-! 
tion of the Evil of Sin, and off ; 
God's Righteouſneſs, of his _- 

tred 
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"i tred-of Sin, and his wrath againſt 
274 1t; which Fear produccth, Reper- 
tance, Self-examination, a turnin 
y to God with our whole Hearts , 
| thorow Reformarion, and an en- 
© deavour to ſecure our ſelves in 

. God's Covenant, and to hide 
det our Selves. Prov. 22.3. A pru- 
ti. dent Man foreſeeth the Evil, and 
My hideth himſelf. A ſtriving to get 
3- | into Chriſt, and to get clear Evi. 

0 dences of God's love to us in 

Chriſt : I ſay, ſucha Fear, that 
fu. worketh theſe Effects, is a great 
cl Duty. 

Oo Thirdly, There is a baſe ſlaviſh 
ar! Fearof approaching Evils,ariſing 
ear from our miſapprehenſions of 
tht God ; producing in us unworthy 
eli thoughts, ſinking into Deſponder- 
1d, cy, and inciting to Aurmurings 
2a and Impatience, and putting us 
ou upon Sinful ſhifts, the uſe of 

unlawful means to prevent or 
fu eſcape Dangers; a Fear of De- 

* ſpondency, a vexatious, diſtract- 

* ing Fear, that drives from God, 
of? and unfits for Service : A tor- 
na- menting, diſquieting Fear, that 
ed unltttles, 


Fe 
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unſettles, and diſcompolſeth ont; 


Minds, diſturbs our Peace, ſuf 


pends our Acts of Faith, and dif. 
poſeth us to diffidence, diſtruſt; 


and impatience; This is the Fear 
that Chriſt would not have hi 
Peoples Heart troubled with. 
Thirdly, Another piece 0 
Heart-Trouble is Care, vexationy 
diſtrafting Care, which our Lord 
would not have his Diſciples 
trouble themſelves with , and: 
therefore he uſeth ſo many pow] 
ertul Arguments to dillwade them! 


P/al. 104 from it, atth. 6. from ver. 25+ 
21, 27428-Onward. 1/+. He aſſures us, it is} 


God that takes care for our bodt; 
ly Life , we truſt him with that} 
how much more ſhould we for 
Food and Raiment. 2/y. Saith; 
he, Your Fther takes care for 
the Fowls,and provides for them] 
Are ye not much better than 1 oy ? 
3y. Re clotheth the Lillies, 44d» 
will he not cloth you ? ly. You 
cannot by all your care make 
your condition better than Codf 


hath appointed ir ſ22!} be, ver. 2.7. 


5ly. Your Heavenly Father xnows 
you} 
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you want all. theſe things. 
6ly. They that are ignorant of 
God, and of his Fatherly Care, 
and good Providence, that have 
no God to care for them, they 
trouble themſelves with thoſe 
Cares ; therefore you ſhould not 
do ſo, who have an heavenly Fa- 


ther that dearly loves you, and 


looks after you. 7!y. You have 
the Promiſe of the faitHAll God, 


- to have all Neceſlaries provided 
-+ for you, while you make it your 


care to Serve, and Pleaſe, and 
Truſt him. Yer. 23. 4ll theſe 


' things ſhall be added unto you. 
-+ 8ly, We have no cauſe to be 
+ thoughtful for time to come, be- 


cauſe every day brings Evil e- 


h: nough with it; and, therefore 


it is no wiſdom to perplex our 


ſelves with Cares, ver. laſt. SO yy, ,.1s, 


again, Luk. 21. 34 Phil, 4. 6. 
Be careful in noth;zg : Our Lord 
alſo ſhews us how prejudicial 


by the Word. Matth. 13. 22. 2, 
And, expreſly commands us, To 


caſt 0:7 Cares upon him, for he 1 Pit. 5.7, 
; careth for MH, Fourth- 


Lyk, 8.12, 


ſuch Carcs are to our Profiting p,,, mY 
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Fourthly , Deſpondency of Spi- 
rit, Dejetednels, Diſtruſt, Diſ- 
couragment, are other pleces of 
Heart-Trouble. Such as was in 
David, Pſal. 142. 3, 4,5- and 
143-4. and P/al. 42, 5. Calſt- 
ing down breeds Diſquietment, 
becauſe it ſprings from Pride , 
which 1s a turbulent Paſſion ; and 
every thing that croſſeth and 
difappgints it, cauſeth a Com- 
buſtion in the Mind : When a 


ſtoop to that condition that God 
caſts him into, then is he diſ- 
contented ; and this comes from 
his Pride. 

A Chriſtian ſhould be very 


when his condition in the World 
falls down. Could we but bring 
our Minds to our Conditions, 
to like and be pleaſed with our 


perſwaded, that our preſent con- 
dition 1s beſt for us : It would 
be all as good, all as well, all 
as comfortable to us, as if we 
could bring our Conditions to 
OUr 


careful to keep up his Spirits, 


Man cannot come down, and | 


Conditions ; as being certainly 
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{nt Heart-Trouble. 


our Minds ; for one of theſe muſt 
be done, or elſe we ſhall never be 
free from Heart-Trouble while we 
live. Either our Minds muſt be 
brought juſt even to, and ſuted 
and compliant to our Conditions, 

2 1t Sickneſs, Poverty, Shame, 
Priſon,&c. or,our Conditions muſt 


| be ſuted juſt even to our 442ds. 


We havea mind to Health,to Li- 
berty, &c. we muſt have them, or 
we aretroubled. Now.this latter is 
wholly and altogether out of our 
Power,we cannot add a Cubit to our 
Stature. It is the Lord that ap- 
points all our Conditions for us ; 
we cannot make our Conditions 
Happy, Honourable, &'c. of our 
ſelves.and without God : But the 
former is in our Power,by the help 
of God's Spirit of Grace,we may 
bring our Minds to our Conditi- 


035 : it is an holy Art, attainable x 7in.6.8, 


in the uſe of God's means. Con- 
tentment In, and with our Con- 
dition, is the bringing of our 
Minds to our Conditions, to lie 
even,and ſutable, and fquare one 
with the other.; and this is, s 

D 
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I ſaid, an holy Art, attainable 

by Chriſtians, Phz/. 4. 11. Saint 

x Ti1.6.6. Payl had learned it, and ſo may 

other Chriſtians. Ir is the ſuta- 

bleneſs between our Minds, and 

our Conditions, that breeds quiet 

and content : and if we have not 

quiet in our own Minds, all 

« outward Comforts will do no 

more 200d, than a ſilken Stocken 

'to a ſcabbed Leg ; or, a golden 
Slipper, to a gouty Foot. 

_ Now, it is only God that can, 

but never will (except in wrath) 

bring any Man's Condition to 

his Mind; for then his Condition 

ihould be changed almoſt every 

moment ; ſo mutable is Man's 

Mind : God will not bring the 

condition of the Wzcked to their 

mind, (except in Wrath, as was 

ſaid z) for, as their outward 

Ecil, 4:8. Proſperity doth increaſe, ſo do 

& 5.10. their deſires afcer more : Creſt 

amor Numms, &c. And the wiſe 

1, «6.11 Man tells us, The Eye # never ſa- 

NY ' tisfied with ſeeine, And themore 

they have, the more they crave. 

They can never have enough, And 

| for 
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for the Goaly themſelves, they 
are not ſo free from Covetou(- 


nels, as they ſhould be, but ſtiil 
need to learn this Leſſon of Con- 


tentment, and to be learning of 
it all their days. And moſt com- 
monly, if not always, God by 
his Grace brings their 42;nds to 
their Conditions , and not their 
Conditiors to their Minds. And 
for this wiſe Agar prays, Prov. 30. 
9. Two. dangerous Extreams 


he prays agaln!t, .the one Is Po- 


verty, that would breed Dz:ſcon- 
tent, in that his Mind would be 
below his Condition, debaſed to 
vile and ſinful Practiſes, as Steal- 
ing, &c. The other is Riches, 
that would breed Dzſcontent, in 
that his 24nd would be above his 
Cordition, and that would lift him 
up to baſe Pride, and forgetfulneſs 
of God ; therefore he begs a ſu- 
tableneſs and conveniency be- 
tween his Mind and his Conditi- 
on : Feed me with food Convenient. 

Certainly, we ſhall never be 
free from - Hearr-Trouble. till our 


2;nds be brought ſutable to our 
| D 2 Condi» 


Pſal. 42.5. 
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Conattions, and ſuch a frame 
would prevent : Caſting-down in 
time of Afﬀiction. To like our 
Condition, to be pleaſed and 1a- 
tisfied withit, and with the holy 
Will of God init ; that is, to be 
content , content with Sickneſs; 
Poverty, Shame, Priſon, loſs of 
Relations and Friends, &c. In a 
Word, when owr Wills lie even 
with God?s Will, (as in all reaſon 
they ſhould, ) and our Anas lie 
even with our Conditions, then 
have we inward Peace and Tran- 
quillity, Quietneſs and Content- 
ment, and never till then : and 
then Sickneſs is as good as 
Health; and Poverty as good 
as Riches; and a Priſon, &c. 
And this is that bleſſed Frame of 
Spirit we muſt labour for, and 
we our ſelves ſhall have the 
iweetneſs of it : otherwiſe, it is 
in a Man's Mind, as It is with the 
Body when Bones are out of 
Joint, there is nothing but pain 
and trouble; but this bringing 
of our Minds to our Conditions , 
ks a5 the Setting of the Bone 

again. 
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again. Caſting down our ſelves, 
Deſpondency, Diſcouragement, 
which ariſe from Diſcontent, are 
great pieces of Heart-Tronble. 
This diſtruſt of God's Pro- 
vidence Is a grand Evil; when we 
think we cannot live, unleſs we 
have a greater portion of earth- 
ly things, and this ſets us upon 
carking Cares, we know not how 
we and ours ſhall be provided 


for, &c. Now this we may cure, ©/* 55 
by caſting our ſelves upon God's *** 


Promiſes. 1 Pet. 5. 7. Pſal. 34. 
10. & 84.11. Heb. 13.5. Let 
us calt our ſelves on God's Pro- 
vidence : Will he provide for 
Ravens, and clothe Lilies, and 
neglect his own Children ? It 
cannot be imagined. 

Earthly things are but a yain 
ſhow, they can give us no joy of 
Heart, nor Peace of Conſcience, 
they cannot add one Cubit toour 
Stature, nor one moment to our 
Lives. 


Moreover, this happy ſtate of P/2!.35. 5. 
Mind is attainable. El; had it, ** 


I Sam. 3.18. and David, 2 Sam. 
D 3 15. 
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15. 25, 26. It is the Lord, let him 
do what ſeemeth him good. There- 
fore let us labour for ſuch a Spl- 
rit ; ſuch a contented frame of 
Mind is worth a Kingdom : 
without it, Godlineſs it {elf 1s 
not great Gain - It mult be la- 
boured for ; Paul ſaid, he had 
tearn'd it ; it was a hard Leſlon, 
but ſweet when learned. 

Fifthly ,, Perſecution may cauſe 
Fleart-Tronble, when Men are 
ojfended, Mat.13. 21. when Pe- 


ter was an offence to Chriſt, he 


was a trouble to him. Our Lord 


did on purpoſe forctel his Diſci- 


ples what Perfecutions they 
ſhould undergo, that they mtght 
not-be offended; Foh. 16. 1. fore- 
warn'd, fore-arm'd. It is a 
bleſſed thing not to be offended 
at perſecution for Chriſt. He 
foretold his Diſciples, the Night 
before his Paſſion, that all of 
them ſhould be offended at him 
that Night: Which came to 
paſs, for one of them openly de- 
ied him,and the reſt for ſook him 
and fled. To be troubled at Per- 

ſecution 
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ſure Covenant to reſt upon : 
Therefore -the Reproaches caſt 


' on them, and on the Ways of 


God, do not ſcandalize, them, 
for they have found God in that 
very way which others ſpeak e- 
vil of:; they are not ſo offended 
by any thing that attends the 
Way of God, as to diſlike or 
forſake that Way. Nevertheleſs, 


we muſt take heed that we be 


not offended. 

Sixthly ; Temptations from Sa- 
tan may cauſe Heart-Trouble 
and Vexation : Satan's. Sugge- 
ſtions, his fiery Darts, theſe 
torgenting Thoughts which he 
caſts into the Minds of Chriſt's 
Diſciples, create to them much 
Diſturbance and Heart-T'rouble. 
So ſoon as any Man is pluck'd 
out of the Devil's Hands, by the 
mighty Power of Chriſt's Spirit, 
he falls upon him ſpeedily with 
all his force, to trouble ſuch a 
Soul and vex it ; ſo that he ſhall 
enjoy little peace if Satan can 
hinder it. So long as the Devil 
keeps poſſeſſion in the Soul, he 
| keeps 
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keeps all in peace,(a ſad peace ! ) 
But when a ſtronger than he 
comes,and caſteth out this ſtrong 
Man armed, then Satan rageth, 
to recover his loſt Captive Soul, 
and vexeth that Soul with all his 
Temptations. But let not this 
break your Peace, nor cauſe 
Heart-Trouble : As Chriſt hath 
overcome the World, and there- 


fore bids his Diſciples to be of 


good chear, Foh. 16. 20. Sohath 
he alſo overcome the Devil, he 
hath trodden this Serpent under 
his Feet already, and this Prince 
of Peace will tread him under 
your feet alſo ſhortly : There- 
fore,let not your Hearts be troubled. 
Seventhly  Deſertion, another 
(and not the leaſt) piece of 
Heart-T-rouble ; this may be the 
caſe of Chriſt's Diſciples. We 
read of the Saints complaining 
that God had forſaken» them ; 
and when he hideth his Face, 
they cannot but be troubled. 
Sometimes God doth but ſeem 


to hide his Face, 1/a. 49. 14, 15-- 


When God takes away their 


Ds Earthly 
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Earthly Comforts from them, 
and ſuffereth ſharp and bitter Af- 
flictions to befal them; and tho 
they cry unto him, he doth not 
remove them, then they think 
that God hath forſaken them. 

Sometimes God doth really 
forſake his People,as tothe ſenſe 
of his Favour ; If. 54. 7, 8.. For 
a ſmall moment have I forſaken 
thee, Inalittle Wrath I hid my 


Face from thee for a moment, 


And this is, either by wirhhold- 
:27 comfort from them which 
they cry for ; or by withdrawing 
that Comfort from them which 
they had; P/al. 51. 11, & Pfal. 
77.1» 2, 34 23». compared: .-Yet 
here God ſupported and ſuſtain- 
ed his Servant's Soul with Grace 
many timcs : when God's People 
have leaſt Comfort, they have moſt 
Grace, molt Humility, Patience, 
Self-den1al, thirſtings after God, 
Heavenly- mindedneſs, &'c. God's 
People may, loſe the ſenſe of his 
Love, but never loſe his Love, 
for that is everlaſting, But to 
loſe: the ſenſe of his Love. is a 

| | grievous 
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Soul, that hath taſted and felt 
the Love of God and his Favour; 
for their great Happineſs is to 
have the Favour of God ; 1: his 
Favour is Life, and his Loving- 
kindneſs is better than Life : This 
is the Joy of their Lives ( P/al. 
119. 135.) which David ſocar- 
neſtly prayed for. Now ſuch 
as have found this, muſt needs 
be troubled when they loſe it. 
Two things chiefly cauſe God 


to hide his Face from his People. - 


1. When their Hearts are to0 
much ſet upon, and carried out 


after earthly Comforts, P/al.3o. 


6, 7. Fleſhly delight and confi- 
dence in earthly Things, pro- 
vokes God to hide his Face : 
When a Man ſmiles ſo mach on 


the World, and gives it ſo mich 
' Toom in his Heart, God frowns, 


and is offended, that the Gift 
ſhould be ſo much loved, and the 
Giver fo neglected and forgot- 
ten. 


2. When their Hearts are let: 
out too little aftex' God, and: 


thcre 
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there grows a ſtrangeneſs between 
God and them, and they begin to 
grow cold, dull and dead in Du- 
ty, then God withdraws and 
hides himſelf, Carr. 2. 3, 5, 6. 
compared. But no Affliction like 
this, this diſquieteth and de- 
x&eth the People of God in- 


deed. And as all the Candles in. 


the World cannot make it day 
when the Sun 1s ſet 3 ſo all the 
Comforts in the World cannot 
rejoice ſuch a Soul, nor can there 
be any Day in ſuch a Soul, until 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe there 
with healing in his Wings. So much 
for this third Particular, ſhewing 
what this Heart-Trouble 1s, 


which our Lord here forbids his 


Diſciples, namely, Worldly- 


Sorrow. ſinful flaviſh Fear, di- 


ſtrafting Care,Deſpondency., de- 
jecteqneſs of Spirit, Diſtruſt, 
offence at Perſccution for Chriſt's 
fake, Satan's Tempations, and 
Spiritual Deſcrtions, all which 
may either be the Cauſes, or the 
parts and pieces of Heart-Trou- 
ble, which muſt be avoided. L 

| The 


in Heart-Trouble, G1 

The fourth Particular to be 4- 
opened, is to ſhew how that be- 77127. 
lieving in God, and in Chriſt, is 
the beſt Antidote againſt this 
ſinful Heart-Trouble : Chriſt 
propoſeth it asa ſpecial Remedy. 

©. But how Is it ſo ? 

A. To anſwer this, I ſhall en- 
deayour to ſhew theſe three 
Things. 

1. What this believing in God 
1s, which our Sayiour here prants 
that they had : Ye believe in God. 

2, What it is to believe in 
Chriſt : Believe alſo in me, 

3. How that this Faith acted 
on God and Chriſti, is the beſt 
Remedy to prevent and cure 
Heart- Trouble, in all thoſe ſe- 
veral parts of it I have menti- 
oned. 7. 
1. What this Fasthin God is ? 
Briefly, the Apoſtle tells us, Heb. 
I 1.6. it is to believe that God is, 
that thereis a God;an infinite firſt 
and beſt Being 3 to believe thar 
God is that, All that, which he 
hath revealed himſelf in his 
Word to. be : viz. That he 1s 

an 
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an All-ſufficient, ' Almighty, only- 
wiſe God; a righteons, gracious, 


merciful God z an holy God, a 


loving God. He proclaims his 
Name himſelf, Exod. 34. 6, 7. 
The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and graciow, long-ſuffering, and 
abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, 
&c. To beileve that he is: won- 
aerful in counſel, and excellent in 
workings That he 15 the Father 
of Mercies, the true and faith- 
ful God, the God of all Grace, 
and of all Conſolation ; with ma- 
ny more admirable Attributes of 
God doth the Scripture furniih 
us, that we may build out Faith, 
and place our Truſt in him, to 
prevent Heart-Trcuble, and to 
cure it when It hath ſeized on 
us. Whatſoever 1s revealed of 
God in his Word; that true Faith 
believes. 

Alſo this Faith in God, is, to 


believe that: he #& a Rewarder of 


them that diligently: ſeek, him. 
That he' being. God'All-ſuffi- 

cient, he is able to_ ſupport, to 

ſupply, to deliver kis People 
I GUT 
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out of al} their Troubles ; and 
that he 1s willing fo to do.as well 
as able, for he hath promiſed'; 
and he is a Rewarder, a God that 
will abundantly, plentifully re- 
ward all his ſuffering Ones 5. : 


Heaven, Mat.5.12. And to be- 7, L0. 
lieve God to be a Rewarder, is to 

lay hold on his Covenant, where- 

in he promiſeth ſo to be : I will 

be thy God, thy Shield, and thy 
exceeding great Reward, Gen. 15. 

1. The Sum of the Covcnant 

is, 1 will be thy God: What is 
that but this, I will be 441 thit to 
thee, and | wiiido A! that for 
thee, which a God can be to, 7, 5; 
thee. and do for thee. I will be x5. 

a Sur 11d a Shield to thee; IT will Pſal. 84. 
give thes Grace and Glory, and 
will w:tZheld no good thing from 
thee, [I that am the infinite firſt 
and be t Being of all Things, the 
living Fountain of all Mercy, the 
-Orizinal of all Power and Good- 
neſs; I will be a God to thee, 
thy God, thy Fatlier, if thou 
wilt- take me for thy God, and 

place 
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place all thy Happineſs in me, 
and wilt become my Servant, and 
give up thy ſelf ſincerely to me, 
to ſerve and obey, to love and 
fear,and truſt me only. This is to 
believe in God, to accept of God 
for our God, and to yield up our 
ſelves to him to be his People,7/a. 
56. 46. to chuſe the things that 
pleaſe him; to give him our 
Hearts, and become his Seryants, 
as Dent.26. 17,18. And ſo God 
propoſed himſelf to Abraham, 
when he called him, Gey. 12. 1, 
2, 3. as a Rewarder ; and more 
fully, Gen.15.1. I am thy Shield, 
and thy exceeding great Reward; 
and ſo Abraham's Faith was to 
att on God, ſo manifeſted : 
And, Gen. 17.1. I am God All- 
ſufficient ; all-ſufficient to ſup- 
port thee in thy Way, and Work, 
and All-ſyfficient to reward thee 
tn the end ; therefore, be thon 
upright and faithful; let not thy 


Heart be troubled, what-ever- 


Dangers and. Difficulties thou: 


Prov. 11, meeteſt with in my Way and 


22, 


Work, and. what Loſſes ſoever 
thou 


wi% — 


in Heart-Trouble, 
thou ſuſtaineſt for my ſake, be- 


lieve, Abraham, 1 am Ged All- Pal. 2, 
ſufficient ,, 1 will ſufficiently re- 77: 


ward thee, thou ſhalt be no 1o- 
ſer by following and ſerving me. 
Alſo Moſes his Faith had an eye to 
the Recompence of Reward, Heb. 
11.26, And that you may ſee 
that this is not /egal and mercina- 
ry, our Lord Jeſus propoſeth this 
as an incouragement to his Peo- 
ple, Matth. 5. 12, Great # your 
Reward in Heaven. And he him- 
ſelf took incouragement from it, 
as Heb. 12. 1,2. for the Foy that 
was ſet before him, &Cc. 

So that this is to believe in 
God, to believe that God 1s re- 
ally and truly.He is All that which 
he hath revealed himſelf to be, 
and to believe that He is a Re- 
warder, &c. This Faith in God, 
Chriſt took for granted that his 
Diſciples had 3 Ye believe in God; 
Ye believe that God is, and that 
he 1s a Rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him. And if ye 
believe this, let not your Hearts 


be troubled ; be not afraid _=_ 
_ 
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dejected, but att your Faith in 
God, and ſeriouſly conſider what 
God that 13 in whom you believe; 
and believing alſo your Intereſt 
in that God, that He is your God, 
this God All-ſufficient 1s your 
God, you will have no cauſe to 
be troubled : Your acting of 
Faith on God, your Ged, will 
prevent and- cure your, Heart- 
Trouble, and that theſe ſeveral 
Ways. | 
Firſt, more generally. - 
Pn, He that believes in God as his 
& 43. 2. God, believes God is always pre- 
Hib.13.s. ſent with him, according to his 
Promiſes. In the worſt Times 
God 1s preſent with his People. 
And can there be any cauſe of 
Heart-Trouble to ſuch Souls as 
have always the preſence of God 
with them, whoſe Preſence makes 
P/al. 16. Heaven, and in whoſe Preſence is 
as Fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe right 
Hand are Pleaſures for evermore? 
Surely, Beloved, this will prevent 
Heart-Trouble, when a Soul can 
act his Faith, and firmly believe 
it. God is always preſent with 
his 
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his People, and that for graci- 
ons Purpoſes, (and not as a bare 
Spectator); as to proportion 
and meaſure out. their AfMitions 1 Cor.10, 
to them, that they may not be 13- 
above th:ir ſtrength, nor more ; FS10, 

than need. All the Afictions of 27: 

God's People are meaſured by the 

Hand of a moſt wiſe, moſt mer- _— 
ciful and gracious God: all the £ 
Malice of Men and Devils ean- 

not add a arachn to the Weight, 

nor a drop to the Meaſure,beyoud 

God's appointment. He is pre- 

ſent to order and fix the Time of X*v.2-10, 
our Sufferings, it is an FHonr of | 
Temptation:[t is our loving Father - 
that ſets up the Glaſs of theTime | 
our Troubles ; he appoints their 
Beginning, their Duration, their 
End ; he holds the Glaſs in his 
own Rand. All the Powers on 
Earth cannot bring trouble on 
us, till the Hour come, till the 


appointed Time, nor continue * Jal. 125. 


our Troubles longer than his ” 
Time; The Rod of the Wicked 
ſhall not ref# on the Lot of the 
Righteous. God is preſent, to 
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R(v.3-10, mix ſome Comforts with the 


Croſs, thereby. to allay the bit- 
terneſs of it, preſent to ſupport 
the Soul with inward ſtrength ; 
Pſal. 138. 3. Thou ſtrengtheneſft 
me with ſtrength in my Soul : pre- 
ſent to ſanttify Afﬀictions for 
Good, and at length in his good 
Time, which is the beſt Time, 
when he hath perfeC&ted his own 
Work in his People, he is pre- 
ſent for their full Deliverance. 

A true Believer in God hath 
always a God to go unto: Oz 
what a Comfort, what an hap- 
pineſs is that ! He dwells in the 
Love of God as well in Affliction, 
as out of it ; he may be caſt out 
of his happy Condition in the 
World, but never out of the fa- 
your of his God : This belieycd 
by us, will cure Heart-Sorrow, 
Heart-Fear, Heart-Care, all De- 
ſpondency, Dejettedneſs, Diſ- 
quietments and Diſtraions 
whatever. Faith ated on God, 
the Almighty, Allſufficient God, 
and our God.,always preſent with 
us, 15 the Soyeraign Antidote a- 

gainſt 
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+ oeainſt, and the beſt Cure of all 

Heart- Trouble, Pſal. 142. 1, 25 
3,4-there are the Pſalmiſt's Trou- 

bles; and, Yerſ. 5. there is his 

Cure 7 cried unto thee, O Lord, 

Thou art my Refuge, and my Por- 

tion in the Land of the Living. 

So, Pſal. I 43. 45 6, $3. his S Irit 

was overwhelm d with trouble ; 

but he cried to God, and truſted Pſal. 25. - 
' In him, and that was his Relief : 2516517: 
His eruting in God was an high {7 3" 
| exerciſe of his Faith. This kept * * 
Davida from ſinking under his 
oreatdiltreſs3 1 Sam. 30.6. He 
encouraged bimſelf in the Lord his 

Thus1n general. 


04. 

; Fore particularly, I ſhall en- 
deayour to ſhew what there is in 
; God that aBeliever?s Falth ferch- 
_ eth virtue from to cure his Heart- 

Trouble in his greateſt diſtreſs, 
& even under the loſs of the pgrſo- 
nal preſence of his beſt and 

deareſt Friends on Earth ; for 
ſuch was like to be the Caſe of 
! the Diſciples in the Text. 
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_ Now when a Soul believes, that 
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Firſt, That in God which Faith "> 
looks unto, and fetcheth Com- Y 
fort from, is, his ſweet and gra- 
cious Nature. God is Love, the |: 
very Element of Love, 1 John | 
4+ 16. and his gracious Name, | 
which diſcayers his Nature ; 
Exod. 34. 6. The Lord, gracious 
and merciful, When he gives to 
his People, he gives in love ; 
when he takes, he takes in love. 


| 
all is from Love, and all in Love, i 
he is ſupported. When a Man } 
can believe that all his Troubles 
come to him from the Father of 
Mercies.and his Father in Chriſt, 
he cannot but bear them patient- 
ly. Yebelieve 11 God, ſaith Chill, 
ye believe that God loves you, 
therefore, let not your Hearts be +} 
tronbled, | #4 

O. But how ſhallI know that j; 
God loves me when he afflicts me ? 

anſwer ; When we can diſ- 
cern that we have received any 
Spiritual Benefit by any AfMicti- 
on, we may certainly conclude, | 
that the Love of God was bs ; 
tNacT 


F 
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that Aﬀii&tion. Fury is not in 


God towards his People,1/a.27.4. Deyt.8.2, 


And he intends nothing but our 
profit; all his ends are for our 


good : to purge away our Sins, /* 23:10« 


to wean us from the World, to 


draw us nearer to him lf, to! 


humble us, to try us, to conform 
us to Chriſt, to prepare us for 
Glory, &c. Now ſeeing God's 
Ends are ſo much for our good, 
we mult conclude, That all our 
Affictions proceed from his Love, 
and when we find any of thoſe 
Ends accompliſhed in us, and on 
us; and that we have received 


real ſpiritual good by them, we 


.ought to: be ſtrengthned in our 
Belief, that God hath corrected 
us in Love; fo that Faith ated 
on the love of God in our Afflicti- 
on, will prevent or 'cure our 
Heart-Trouble, Our Lord told 
his Diſciples, That the Father 
had loved them, John 16. 27. 


Seconaly , Faith acted upon - 


God's Glorious Attributes , will 
fortify againſt Heart-Trouble. 

Firſt, upon his eng; 

e 


”r 
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Ye believe, that God is All-ſuffi- 


Gin. 17.7, Cient, in, and of himſelf alone 


every way able to ſupply all Wants, 
to make vp, and repazrr all Loſles, 
to ſatisfy all Deſires, to ſuſtain 
under all Burdens,and that with- 
out all Earthly Comforts : for, 
how elſe are the Saints in Heaven 
happy, who have none of theſe 
Earthly Enjoyments ? Ye believe 
this, act your faith on it : He 


mult needs be All-ſufficient who 


made the World, and all things 
In it, and upholds it to this day; 
He that owns all things, and is 
Poſleflor of Heaven and Earth , 
He it is, that is your God, your 
Father ; act your Faith on him, 
and 'be comforted. 

He is All-mighty ; you believe 
this. So Chriſt hath told his 
Diſciples, All things are poſſibie 
to God, He can break the hard» 
eſt Heart, and can bind up the 
moſt broken Spirit : He can make 
up the greateſt Loſs. We are kept 
by the mighty Power of God. Oh, 
bow fafe is that Man, that is in 
the Love and Covenant,and that 


hes - 


- u& t_ WOr=s 
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lies In the Arms and Boſom of 


the Almighty God , Dent. 33. 27. J0b gg 12. 


He can bring Light out of Lark- 
neſs, and make the greateſt Loſs, 
to prove the greateſt Gaz. 
hath the Keys of the Grave, to ond 


him belong the iſſues from death. All Ge,18.14. 


Power belongeth to him; no- 
thing 1s too hard for him. 
Thirdly , His abſolute Sove- 


raignty and Supremacy : All Souls 


are his, Ezck, 18. 4. He gives, 
he takes, who : can hinder him ? 
May he not do with his own 
what pleaſeth him? Ye believe 
this. Harh he not a Rzghr in 
all the Works of his hands, and 
may he not diſpoſe of all as he 
will * 

Fenrthly, His Unchangeableneſs. 
God #5 in one mind, Job 23.1 3, 
14. * The thoughts of his Heart 
ſtand to all Generations. He 
ſets bounds to the Sea, ro the 
Life of Man, and to all the Com- 
forts of Life; the number of 


his Months is with God. Believe Job 14. «. 


this: | T 
Fifthly, His Wiſdom. Godis 
E only 


He Mitth. 19. 


| « 
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ES only wiſe, the Fountain of Wiſ- 

E dom ; he doth all he doth in in- 

j finite Wiſdom. He 1s wiſe in _. 
Heart, and worketh all things ac- |, 
cording to the counſel of his ' 
Will. He knows what is beſt for 
us 3 when to give, when to take, 
and what will do vs moſt good. 
Believe this, And let not your 
Hearts be troubled. 

Sixthly, His Righteonſneſs. All 
his Waies are juſt and equal: 
Yea, when Clouds and Darkneſs 
are round about him. ( his Pro- 
vidences towards us dark, ) yet * 
then, Righteouſneſs and Fudgment 
are the | #258. of his Threne. 
God, the Judge of the World, 
can do no wrong : believe this 
of God,. and it will quiet your 
minds. 

/ Laſtly, His Faithfulneſs : In 

$ * faithfulneſs thou haſt affiiied me , 


; faith holy David, Pſal. 119. 75. 
j | Fs. 84 Hehath promiſed, he will with- id 
4 oh hold no good thing from his 
F- People : Now he ſces and knows 
| that Afﬀictions are good for 
NI] them, good for their Souls ; his * 
| | daily 
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daily Rod as good for their Souls, 
as his daily Bread is for their Bos 
dies. Therefore he brings AfMi- 
ftions on them, and ſo makes 
good his Promiſe to them. O 
believe this, and let not your bearts 
be toubled, Certainly, Faith 
ated on God's Attributes will 
ſupport under the greateſt 
Stroaks,and molt grievous Loſles. 


Thirdly, Faith ated on the Co- 3: 
wenant of Graces God's ever-*fiuiar. 
laſting Covenant will help to 
fupport under Trouble. Ye be- 
lieve in God, that God hath 
made a Covenant with you, to 
become your God, Ferem. 31. 33. 

1 will be your Goa, and ye ſball be 
my people, This 1s infinitely more, 
far God to become our God, to 
give himſelf to us, than if he had 
faid, I will give yon Crowns and 
Kingdoms, Sons and Daughters : 
when God faith, I will be your 
God, he faith, I will be All that 
to you, and I will do Al! that for 
you, and beſtow Al that upon 
you, which a God can be, ordo, 

E -2 and 
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232d which ſhall make you moſt 
happy for ever. I will pardon 
your Sins 3 3 I will give you new 
Hearts, give you my Spirit ; I 
will give you Grace here, and 
Glory -hefeafter. This ACting of 
Faith in God's Covenant ſup- 
Ported David in his greateſt 
Troubles; 2 Sam. 23.5- a nota- 
ble Text : When the Lord had 
made breach upon breach in his 
Family, this- Comforted him , 


that God had made with him an 


everlaſting © Covenant, That he 
was in Covenant with God; 
that God was his God in Cove- 
nant : this ballanced all his 
L olles, and repaired all the Brea- 
ches made in his Relations : tho? 
his Family'was waſted and blaſt- 
ed, this anſwered all, That he 
m4 in Covenant with Gad. 
T his is the Language of Faith ; 


"If -God be my God, if I be his 


Child, born of him , reconciled 
to him, pardoned, juſtified, \anCti- 
fed, in Covenant with him ; 
Why am I troubled, though he 
give me neither Health , nor 

Wealth, 


bd cs lic. . EE. IE Won: Sewer. a4 a 


{tt Heart-Trowuble. 


Wealth, nor Friends, nor Rela- 
tions? Have I not enough, 10 
having God to be my God ? Is not 
God more than A'l? But uf 
God be not my God ; I have 


 canſeenough tobe troubled then, 


conlidering the Danger Il am in., 
and my Trouble for this ſhould 
ſwallow up all other Trouble. 
For ſurely, either God. is. mine 
in Covenant, or he is not ; if he 
be mine in Covenant, then, tho' 
he-break my Family, make brea- 
ches upon all my earthly Com- 


forts ; yet, he will not break his 


Covenant, P/al. 89. 32. and fo 


long I am well enough. If he 


leave me neither Son, nor Daugh- 
ter, if he ſtrip me of Friends, 
Eſtate, Liberty, Health , &c.yet 
he remains my God ſtill; and 
ſo long it is well enough ; it can- 


not be Jl with a Man ſo long as. 


God is his ; ye Believe this. 


_ -Foxrthly. Faith acted upon the 


T7 


4o 


Word of God, will ſupport the Parivcaler, 


Soul:; 'Ye Believe God's Word, 
the Word of Truth, P/al. 11 g. 
E 3 ' FO. 


1 Theſſ. 4. 
13, 14+ 


Deatts-Eaſe 


50. This us my Comfort in my Aﬀti- . . 
(tion, thy Word hath quickned me. 
So ver. 92, Had not thy Law been 
my Delight, I had periſhed in my 
Afftition. | 

Firſt, Conſider the Word of 
Precept : as in the Text, It is 
Chriſt*'s Command, Let not your 
hearts be troubled. Many ſuch 
Commands we haye in Scrip- 
ture, as, wot to fear, not to be caſt 
down, forrow not as thoſe that have 
ro hope, and ſuch like; now, 
Faith applies ſuch Commands to 
the Soul ;; I muſt not be troubled 
in my heart, God forbids it. 
Why muſt we not prophane the 
Sabbath, nor Swear, nor Lie, &c. 
but becauſe God hath forbidden 
theſe Evils ? So here, God hath 
forbidden us to be troubled, and 
commanded us to be quiet, pati- 
ent, contented, ſubmiſſive to his 
Will in all his dealings 3 thus we 
ſhould urge God?s command on 
our Souls : Yea, we are com- 
manded to be fo far from tron- 
bling our ſelves when Affiiftions 


7an, 1. 2, befal us, as that we muſt court 


it 


% 
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it all joy when we fall into divers 1 Pit, 4 
Tempgations : And to rejoice in 13: 
Sufferings ;, for Bleſſed « the Man 
that endureth Temptation, Fam. 1. 
I 2: 

Secondly, Conſider the Word 
of Promiſe: Many exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes are - 
in the Word of God, which are J1tt2 "2: 
as a full Feaſt for Faith to feed 
upon. God promifeth to be our 
Gad, to be with us in the Fire, 
and in the Water ; to ſupport 
and ſuſtain us, to lay no more 7 © 19. 
upon us, than he will enable us 73: 
to bear: That all things ſhall 
work together for our good, Rom.s. 
28. And, what can we deſire 
more ? There 1s no trouble that 
can befa] ns, but we may find a 1 Thifſ.. 5. 
Promiſe ſutable to it : And faith- 23: 
ful is he that bath promiſed, who. 
alſo will do it. And why hath the 
great God ſo wonderfully con- 
deſcended to poor Creatures, as 
to make ſo many ſweet Promiſes 
which are recorded in the Holy | 
Scriptures ; but for this , That 6,5. 17: 
the Heirs of Promiſe might have 

| E 4 ſtrong 
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frong Conſolation ; And that their 
Hearts might not be troubled ? 
Thirdly, The Word of Threat- 
ning - Matth. 10. 37. He that 
lovetla Father or Mother ,, Son or 
Daughter, ( ſo Husband or Wife) 
more than me, 1s not worthy of me, 
ſaith Chrift. Now by our im- 
moderate Sorrow for the loſs of 
theſe, we manifeſt our immode- 
rate Love of theſe ; we ſhould 
conſider, that when theſe are 
removed, that Chriſt remains 
ours ſti], and with us ſtill 3 our 
Relation to him is not broken : 
and Chriſt will be inſtead of all, 
and better than all to us, and this 
_ keep us from Heart-Trou- 
e. 
 Fourthly, The Examples of 
God?s Saints in the Word. We 
ſhould confider alſo, what a 
famous Example is Abrabam, who 
was content to part with his 
Iſaac at the Command of God, 
his only Son, the. Son of his old 
Age, the Son of the Promiſe, in 
whom all the Nations of the 
Earth were to be bleſſed ; yea, 
content 
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content to lay his own hands up- Gen. 22. 2 
on him, to ſlay him, and burn 2: 
him : but when he was tried, 
God ſpared him. The way to 
keep our earthly Comforts, isto 
be willing to part with them, 
when God calls for them. $0 1 Sa, z 
Eli, when very ſad Tidings was 18- 
told him, It % the Lord, faid he, 
let him do what ſeemeth him good. 
So Aaron, when that heavy 7,;. 1c, 
ſtroke fell upon him, That both ;. 
his Sons were ſtruck dead upon 
the Place for their Sin, and it 
may be in their Sin too it is 
ſaid, Aaroz held his peace. So 
Fob ſtript of all his Friends at 
once, The breath of his Wife was 
ſtrange to him. And David com- 
plained, That Lover and Friend 
was. put far from him, Now we 
ſhould conſider theſe Examples, 
and ſet Faith a-work on them , 
and know, That it is our duty 
ro be followers of them who through 
Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- 
riſes, Heb. 6. 12. 
 - Fifthly, The Wordof Experi- 

ence. David tells us his Experi- 

| E 5 ence, 


$2 


5 
Particular, 


Fat. 39.9- 


2 San. 12. 
23, 
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ence, and faith, Ir was good for 
him that he had been affiicied. And 
many Chriſtians Iiving can, and . 
do bleſs God for their Affliction ;, 


and that God, by taking away of - 


thetr Relations from them, he 
made more room in their Hearts 
for himſelf, and communicated . 
more of himſelf to their Souls : 
Thus by acting of Faith upon the - 
Word of God, we may gain ſup- 
port, and be preſerved from 
Heart- Trouble. 


Fifthly. Faith ated npon the 
Work of God , will ſupport un- 
der Heart-Frouble. Eceleſ. 7. 13. 
Conſider the Work of God. Faith 
looks to the Work of God ; who 
it ts that killeth, who it is that 
taketh away : who can ſtop, or 
mend, or hinder his Work? 
Fhis quieted David's Heart,when 
the ſtroke of God was heavy ups 
on him, 7 opened not my mouth, 
becauſe thou didft it. It is the 
Lord, he hath done it. It is he 
that doth whatſoever he plea- 
feth- 

Sixthly, 


0 


done, our Hearts muſt not be 
- troubled. 
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S:xthly. Faith afted: em the 65. 


. Will of God. Faith reſigns up Paulo. 
all to-the good: and holy Will of 
- God: So did our Lord himſelf, 


not my will, but thine be done ; and 
fo: we pray continually, Thy will Luk,22.42 


be done : and therefore when ir is _ 6 


_ © Laſtly. Faith ated on the gra# 7 


cious Ends and Deſigns of God ©. 
m afflicting us, and removing . 

our carthly Comforts from us, 

will prevent Heart-trouble. God 

hath holy and good Ends which 

Faith looks unto: God aims at 

our Profie : as Heb, 12. 10. Sucls 

Ends as theſe, 

1; God's End tis, to diſco- 
ver and purge away our Sins » 
Tfa. 27, 9. By this ſhall the ini- 
quity of Jacob be purged, this is all 


the fruit, totake away his Sin. 


2, To try and exerciſe our 
6: 

3. To Crucify our Hearts un- 
We. tO, 
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to, and to eſtrange our affections 


Ga/.2+ 20 from the things of this World. 


4. To draw onr Hearts nea- 
rer to himſelf : Therefore many 
times God takes away our earth- 
ly Comforts fromus, becauſe they 
had too much of our Hearts, and 
becauſe they lay between God, 
and our Hearts, and kept us at a 
diſtance from him. 

5. To beſtow greater, and bet- 
ter Mercies upon us. God never 
takes away any Darling-Comfort 
from his People, but his Deſign 
is, to give a better in the room of 
it; asin the Text, Chriſt leaves 
his Diſciples, in regard of his 
Bodily Preſence, becauſe . he 
would ſend the Comforter - to 
them, which ſhould abide with 
them for ever, Fohr 14. 16, 

6. To make them partakers of 
his Holineſs, Heb. 12. 10, . 
7. To fit and prepare them 
for that far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of Glory, 2 Cor.4. 
17- Theſe are God's holy, and 
good Ends in AﬀiQting his Peo- 
ple, unto which Faith looks A 

and 
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and ſo ſupports the Heart. 
'Thus you ſee, how Faith acted 


_ on Gad in thefe Particulars, will 


prevent or cure all our Heart- 
Troubles : Faith acted on the 
ſweet and gracious Nature of 
God; Helis Love, all Love ; on 


his glorious Attribates, his All- © 


ſufficiency, his Omnipotency, his 
abſolute Soveraignty , his Un- 
changeableneſs , his Wiſdom , his 
Righteouſneſs ,, his Faithfulneſs , 
Faith acted on God?s gracious 
everlaſting Covenant; on the 
Word of God, on the Word of 
Precept, of Promiſe, of Threat- 
ning, of Example, of Experi- 
ence, And Faith ated on the 
Work of God, on the Will of 
God, and on his holy Ends in all 
hts Chaſtiſements. I ſay, Faith 
thus acted on God, will exceed- 
ingly ſupport under all Trouble. 
Let not your Hearts be troubled ; 
ye believe in God, So much of 
this firſt Particular. And before 
I enter upon the ſecond, I ſhall 
_ ſome ſhort Application of 
TRIS, 


Firſt, 
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|| Applica, Firſt, It follows hence, that Gc 
| | Heart-Trouble under the af ni 

I fitting Hand of God, argues the te 
_ weakneſs, if not the war of cli 
Faith. All thoſe forts of Heart- G 
Trouble, and the parts of it 0! 
which I haye mentioned, as W 
Heart Sorrow, worldly Sorrow, F 
immoderate Mourning , ſinful 
Fear, vexatious Care, deſpon- Y 

dency of Spirit, being offended 3, © 

diſturbance of Mind, Diſtrafti- Et 

on, Dejecion, Diſcouragement, © 

and the like, all theſe flow from : 

the want of Faith, or, at leaſt, {| 

from the weakneſs of Faith in | 

God. We do not believe in | 

"” God ; we ſee the Cauſes of onr 

it Troubles, they are moſtly in our 

| felves, even our Unbelief. What- 

ever we profeſs, we do not be- 
lieve in God : If we could but 
believe in God,our Hearts would 

not be troubled. O, our want 

of Faith ; let us heartily lament 

tt, and cry to God for Pardon 

throvgh the Blood of Chrift. If 

|; our Hearts be troubled, where is 

| Our 
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ovr Faith in God ? What doth 
God, and all that is in God, fig- 
nify to us ? What are we the bet- 
ter for all that infinite All-ſufh- 
ciency and Goodneſs that is in 
God, if we do not a& Faith up- 
on it ? - Our Heart-Troubles 
would be cured, could we att 
Faith on God as we ought to do. 

Immoderate Sorrow then is 
very unbecoming Believers in 
God. If we will prove our felves 
Believers in God,let us diſcharge 
our ſelves from Heart-Trovble, 
and let us draw out Conſolation 
for our Hearts by Faith, from all 
thoſe comfortable- Conſiderati- 
ons of God, and from all thoſe 
abundant Excellencies that: are 
m God.: © letus labour for 
Faith, and aCt it; tet us live in 
the exerciſe of tt, and then ſure- 
ly we ſhall find comfort. 

Secondly ;, Let us all labour to 
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get an Intereſt in God, by Faith Fal.3-36+ 


in Jefus Chriſt, that ſo we may 
be able to look upon God as oxr 
God, and then we may claim an 
Intereſt in All that God is, ”—_ 
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4 Sam, 30. All that God hath, and ſo (hall 


we have no cauſe:of Heart-' 
Trouble in any Condition. For 
if God be ours, All his Attributes 
are ours, his gracious Covenant 
is ours, his Word and Promiſes 
are ours : All is ours; There- 
fore ſhould we labour in this a- 
bove all things, ſpending all our 
Fhoughts, Afﬀections and Spi- 
rits upon this. O let us lay 
hold on God and his Covenant ; 
let us chuſe him for 'our Portion, 
and reſign up our whole ſelves 
unfeignedly to him, terminating 
and centring all our Deſires, 
Hope, Love, Delight in him 
alone, placing all our Happineſs 
in him, and then commir all to 
him.: Whom have 1 in Hexuen 
but thee ? and there is none upon 
Earth that I defire _ des thee, 

Pal. 73. 23- | 
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Secondly: What is it to be- 
heve in Chriſt ? For, faith he in 
the Text, Believe alſo in me: It 


wa Tr ww |} , 


ftt Heart-Trouble. 


: Is God in Chriſt that we muſt be- 


lieve in; not in God without 
Chriſt, not in God out of Chriſt, 
bur believe in God in Chriſt. 

Now what this believing in 
Chriſt is, I ſhall endeavour to 
ſhow ; -looking up to the Father 
of Lights, and to the Author 
and Finiſher of our Faith for 
Light and Aſliſtance. 

In general; lt is to believe all 
that which is revealed in the 
Holy Scriptures concerning 
Chriſt; to believe the Record 
that God hath given of him in 
his Word, as 1 Johns. 10,11, 
12, 13, To believe' that Jeſus 


6g 


Chriſt is the eternal Son of God ;, Job.1.18, 


that he came ont from the Fa- 
ther ; was made Fleſh ;, took up- 


on him onr Natxre ; was born of 
a Virgin, lived on Earth in the 


form of a Servant, a poor de- zx4.2, 14 


fpicable Life ; preached the Goſ- 
pel, working Miracles,&c. That 


he ſuffered upon the CroGs, with ' *- 2+ 


all the Sins of his People upon * 


his Soul and Body ; that he bore 
of 


the Curſe of the Law, the Wrath 7%. 53. 


, 90 


C01.1.20, 
21, 22, 


Ats 1. 
Join 14+ 


2g Zo 


Phil. 2. 


7,8. 


Heb. 25: 
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of God, which was due to Maty,; 
for Sin : That he dieda moſt; 
painful, ſhameful, and cruel; 
Death, dying as a Sacrifice, t9,y 
ſatisfy Gods Juſtice, to atone, 
and pacify his Wrath, to make g; 
our Peace, and to reconcile us to 
God : That he roſe again from /; 
the Dead, aſcended into Heaven;c; 
to prepare a Place there for his.,, 
People That he ſitteth at the, 
righ: Hand of God everlaſting, 
to make continual Irterceſſion for. ,, 
us : And that he ſhall come toy 
judg the World at the laſt day :, 
And whule he 1s abſent from wy, 
in Perſon here on Earth, he pro. ,, 
miſed to ſend his Spirit the Com-y 
forter into the World, to con, 
vince and convert all thoſe which, 
his Father hath given him, to þ, 
call them by his Word, tc 5, 
quicken , ſtrengthen, ſtabliſh, ,, 
comfort and confirm them until 
he come again, to take them ti, 
himſelf, that where he is, thert 5, 
they may be alſo. This is the Re- 
cord that God hath given of hi 4 
Son ;, That whoſoever believeth it « 


him, 
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May; frould not periſh, but have 
nok: Everlaſting Life, Now, to be- 
rutljeve in Chriſt, is to believe all 
this Teſtimony of him. And 
70%1ſo, out of a deep ſenſe of our 
1akt 5: and Miſery, and ſight of . 
S Uochriſt*s infinite Excellency, All- Jihn6.37, 
"Ol {;fficiency , and Willingneſs to& 7. 37. 
"Ave Sinners ; and upon his Call #7. 32. 
his-to us in the Goſpel, to come un- *** 
(to him weary and heavy laden 
DE with our Sins, heartily willing to 
Oaccept of the Lord Jeſus upon 
* Whjis own Terms, to take him for 
Your only Lord, to give up our 7.1.12. 
Whole Selves, Sonls and Bodies, agg - 
T0: to his bleſſed Government by his Plal.2laf 
M'Word and Spirit in all things, 
DN 2nd unfeignedly and unreſerved- 
Il" Iy to enter into Covenant with 

© him, to become his, and his a- 
© fone, 2nd his for ever 3, and to 
bh, relie upon him for Life, for 
tl Grace and Salvation : this 1s to 

believe in Chriſt. Thus believe 
7: in Chriſt, and let not your Hearts 
\& be troubled. The acting of 
if this Faith on bleſſed Jeſus, 1s a 
# ſingular means to prevent and 
3 Cure 
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cure all Heart-Trouble.all Hearhir 
Sorrows, Cares, Fears, Vextrc 
tions, Deſpondencies, DejeCtare 
ons and Diſtrattions whatſoevefw 
that may ariſe in our Hearts, blo 
reaſon of any Loſe, Croſs, DifP: 
appointment, Diſtreſs or A 
_ flition that may befal us. If whe 
can but thus believe in ChriſLe 
and reſt and rely upon him, an$! 
truſt in him, our Hearts ſhall nay 
be troubled. EF, 

©, But what is that in ChrilSc 
which Faith muſt act upon. tin 
effect this Cure of Heart-Trovgr 
ble when AMictions come vpoyf 
us ? Vv 

A. Such-like things (as I ſhewR 
ed before) as are in God = 
Faith to at upon, which arB 
theſe that follow. O! 

Firſt, Faith muſt be ated vph 
on the loving gracious ſweet NaR 
tare of Jeſus Chriſt. Our Lord 
Jeſus is 'of a moſt loving anqm 
ſweet Nature, he is Love 10-0 
deed, the Son of his Father's 
Love, and altogether lovely. His 
Thoughts of us who Org in 

M,- 
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earhim, were Thoughts of Love 
exfrom Everlaſting. All his Words 7.31.3; 
ectare ſweet, his Mouth is moſt 
vefweet: "O what ſweet Language 
» both he give his Church ! My 
DiſPove, my Love, my fair One, 
Amy Sifer, my Spouſe, &c. He 
f loved us, and gave himſelf for us : 641.2. 20; 
riLoved 9, and waſhed us in_his 
anSleod. He is one of our Natwre, xc,1.6, 
| napur Kinſmar, our Husband, our : 

Father, our Elder Brother, &c. 
hriGo that, if there be any Love 
,. tin the Head to the Members, if 
rovany in the Father to the Child, 
potrif any in the Husband to the 

Wife, or in any near and dear 
ewRelation, then ſure there 1s Love, 
foftrong Love in. Jeſus Chriſt to all 
ar'Believers ; for in him is the Love 

of all Relations, and therefore 
vPhe expreſſeth it under all theſe 
NaRelations. He calls us his Friends; £*%.12.4- 
ordHe is of a moſt tender, a moſt 
andmerciful Nature, full of Bowels 7%" 15- 
10-of Compaſſion, and of tender 
erMercies. It would be'-endlefs 
Histoexpreſs the loving Nature-of 
 10:Jeſas Chriſt to poor Believers ; 
1M, which 


94 


Gal. 2.20. 


Cake 22s 


Pſal. 25, 


I6, 
Ta63-9. 
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which when a Believer duly cong, 
ſiders, ponders upon, and aCtetp; 
Faith upon, it cannot but ſupp, 
_— him under all Heart-Trouye 
Co 
A& your Faith on Chriſt 4y 
years, your Jeſus, he that diets 
for you, he that ſweated greaD 
drops of Blood for. you in the 
Garden, wreſtling and graplinhy 
with his Father's Wrath for youp; 
in your Name and ſtead, therta; 
and upon the Croſs. Conſiders, 
that this your deareſt Jeſus novst 
in Glory, knows. your Souls i F: 
Adverſity , he ſeeth all the Tron p/ 
bles of your Hearts, he ſympa wm 
thizeth with you in all your Af x} 
fliftions ; his Heart now in Hez 
ven # touched with the feeling 0] 
your Infirmities on Earth, Heb. 4 ] 
I5- He hath Humane Natw 4 


- ſtill, cho glorified. He feels ou { 


Loſſes, Crolles, Griefs, Pain: a 
Sorrows, his Heart, his mol-s: 
tender Heart 1s affe&ted.. O tha h 
we-could but believe this! an ti 


* 


thus. conſider, - with our ſelves a 


Here 1 fit ſolitary, as.a Widow. t! 
c 
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Colgr Widower, or Childlefſs, or 
tetpatherleſs, or Motherleſs, or 
ſuppriendleſs z my Family is bro- 
ſOlken, I feel Pains and Sickneſles ; 
I am deprived of my Liberty, 
t imy ſweet Relations and comfor- 
Ietable Friends are laid in the 
reDuſt ; I have none about me to 
Uicounſel or comfort me; 1 am 
linbrought low in the World, my 
JoLEſtate is diminiſhed, my Honour 
ertand Reputation loſt, my Pleaſure 
det,gone, my Fleſh faileth me, my 
nolStrength faileth, Lovers and 
S. 1 Friends fail me, &'c. Such Com- 
Col plaints we are apt enough to 
2 make, and it may be worſe than 
Af theſe: My God hath forſaken 
lez me, he hides his Face from me ; 
1 0] am compaſsd about with 
-4 Temptations, ſad dejefting and . » 
tw diſtrating Thoughts 3 I am per- : 
ou ſecuted, baniſhed from” Houfe 
1% and Home, all niy outward and 
nol-5:zward Comforts fail me. Theſe 
:ha have been the Caſes and Condi- 
ant tions of God's deareſt Servants, 
es as Fob, David, Heman, and 'o- 
on. thers ; But -yet let not your 
Q =. * Hearts 


& 


96 
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Fa.40, IT, 


Va.49. 14. 


Dearts-Eaſe 


Hearts be troubled for all this; 
Ye believe in God ;, att your Faith 4 

on God, yea, and act it on Chriſt: 
alſo : Believe in Jeſus, look upgy, 
by Faith unto Jeſus your dear. th 
Lord ; whatſoever , whomever, 5f 
you have loſt, you have not loſt... 
your . Jeſus, your. beſt Friend, ;H 

your Heavenly Husband ; you.,, 
have his Heart, his Bowels to- Fo 
wards you ſtill ; you have his ,q 
Eye, his tender watchful provi- x 
dent Eye upon you ſtill; you, U 

have his Ear open to your Cries 
ſtill; yea, you have his ever- 
laſting Arms underneath you to. 

ſuſtain you ſtill, for elſe you 
would fink. Oh then, aft Faith u 
upon the ſweet Nature of Chriſt ,, 
as your Head and Husband. ,. 
Can a Mother forget her ſucking ,. 
Cn that ſhe ſhould not have 1 
aſſion on the Son of her | 
Wamb? poſlibly ſhe may: But ,, 

can Jeſus forget thoſe whom 
he died for, and travelled for? ,, 
No, no, he will not hide his , 
Face for ever, he will neyer for- ,, 
h 


get his People. Tour Maker is 
0 
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als Your Husband z and he is the Fa- 
utter of Mercies. 

rilt: If we read theſe things,or hear 
UPthem read, and do not apply 
<ithem to our own Souls by Faith ; 
be” if we do not meditate on them, 
Nt and let them ſink down into our 
C, Hearts, if we do not pray car- 
'OU-neſtly that the Holy Spirit would 
L- bring them home, and lay them 
his cloſe to, and fix them on our 
't” Hearts, they will do us no good, 
0. yield us no Comfort ; therefore 
'5 meditate on them, apply them, 
= and act Faith upon them. 


ou Secondly ; We muſt a& Faith 
th zpon the many precious Aetri- 
It pres of Jeſus Chrilt 3 all which 
d. will afford to Faith much mat- 
Z ter of ſupport under all our 
# Heart-Troubles whatever. And 
7 theſe are exceeding many, I ſhall 
I mentiononly ſome. 

mn Firſt, Jeſus Chriſt is our 44- 
* weocatewiththe Father, 1 John 2. 
5 1, 2. Onethat undertaketh for 
- us to pkad our Cauſe, in that 
7 higheſt Court of Heaven 3 if a 
n F Man 


Q8 
 Hhtb.7025. 
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Man be ſued in Law, or be aye 
cuſed of any Crime in any Courthe : 
it isa great priviledg to have 2. 
Sollicitor there for him, that i gn 
s$kilful and faithful, and poweryer 
ful with the Judg in that Court jngp 


« Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch an Advocate cor 


or Solicitor, for us in Heaven fer 
he wall plead our Cauſe ; and hi on 
is Wiſe, he is the Wiſdom of th wt 
Father ;, hes a great Counſellor. Ce 
and the only Counſellor, non: de 


_ elſe can plead in that high Court Re 


Fth.2.17» 


and he is moſt fairhfu!, he is : ar 
merciful and faithful High Priej 
in all things pertaining toGod. Hi th 
appears for usin Heaven, Heb.g tt 
24. Whena Man is indicted in: ri 
Court, and hath none to appeat t« 
for him there, he is in a bad Caſe: k 
But all poor Believers are in « jt 
better Cafe, they have a bleſſed a 
Advocate to appear in the Pre RF 
ſence of God for them : He con- | 
tinually preſents his Blood, his { 
Sacrifice to the Father for them. 

And it is his W:1, to have that : 


Hts.10.10 gacrifice accepted for our Fuſtsþ- 


; 
eation and Sanitification. Chriſt | 
prevails 
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' Aprevails ſo with his Father, that 
urthe always heareth him, ohz rr. 
'C 42, Now, if we can act Faith 
ation this Bleſſed Advocate in Hea- 
velyen, whos there always plead- 
rt ing for us, ever-living to make | 
aft continual Interccſlion for us, pre- R-3-25: 
el ſenting himſelf before God as 
i our Sacrifice and Propitiation ; 
th when Men accuſe us,and our own 
or. Conſciences too ; when we are 
Nt deprived of our near and dear 
rt Relations, diſtreſſed with Pains 
 £ and Sickneſſes, pinched with 
Wants and Necellities; I ſay, 
HJ: then for us to aft our Faith on 

9 this precious Advocate at the 
1: right Hand of God for us, in- 
a terceeding there for us, one who 
e: knows and feels all our Miſery, 
it muſt needs be a great ſupport 
d and relief to us, and the beſt 
> Remedy againſt our Heart-Trou- 
> bles: O that we could act Faith 
s ſtrongly on this our Advocate. 

To havea Friead in Heaven, 
t and ſuch a Friend, ſo wiſe, ſo 
- powerful, ſo faithful, ſo merci- 
; ful fo ſenſibly affected with all 

| F 2 our 


Qy 
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our Miſery, ſo: tender, ſo ablgrev 
and ſo willing ' to hear and heh fre 
us ; I fay, this 4s infinitely bet. aft 
ter than all the Friends that th« 
ever we had, or could have on thi 
Earth: And this Friend ever th 


lveth, and maketh continual In- 


terceſſion for vs. And as this i 1 


matter of comfort in caſe- of 
Suffering, ſo in caſe of Sin too, 
If any Man fin, we have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
the Righteous ,, and be u the Pro: 
pritiation for our Sins, 1 John 2. 


1,2, Faith ated on this bleſſed 
Advocate, is the. beſt Remedy 


againſt Heart-Trouble, in caſe 
both of Sin and Suffering. 
Secondly, Jeſus Chriſt is Bread 


from Heaven ;, the true Bread for 


Souls, the Bread of Life, the Wa- 
ter of Life, John 6. 35, 48, 51. 
Now when poor Saints are fed 
with the Bread of Affliction, and 
with the Water of Adyerlity, 
kt them look up to Chriſt, and 
aCt Faith upon him, he will be 
living Bread, Life-giving Bread, 


living Waters to their Souls,Qto | 


ol 


revive © 
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ble. revive their drooping, and to re- 
hel freſh their fainting Spirits. By 
dete ating Faith on this bleſſed Jeſus 
hat the Fountain of living Waters, 
on their Souls ſhall be ſo ſatisfied, as 
ver that they ſhall never hunger 
In- more, never thirſt more ( that 7% 4-14- 
1 Is, #noraimately) after the things ©©35: 
'of of this World. When your 
0, Souls want ſtrength to bear your 
iad- Burdens, want comfort in your 
+ Diſtreſſes, a&t Faith on this Je- 
0+ ſus, this Bread of Life, this Wa- 
2. terof Life, and you ſhall be re- 
ed freſhed ; you ſhall have joy and 
ly peace in believing, Rom 15.13. 
ſe Thirdly, Jeſus Chriſt is called 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and the: 
d bright morning-Star, Mal. 4. 3» 
r Rey. 22.16. Heis the Fountam 
- of Righteouſneſs and Life, as 
. the Sunis of Light ; he hath heal- 
1 ing in his Wings. He was wound- 1/7.53:4,5. 
| ed for our Tranſpreſſions, that IO 
hu Stripes we might be healed, He Pſa W 55.4 
was appointed to heal the broken- a gPeaie 
hearted, Luke 4. He will heal 
enr back:ſl:dings, Hol. 14. 4. He 
is the great Phyſician, he can 
F 3 heal 


P{.11244 


| healing Promiſes. 


Iſa. $0.10, 


us aCt Faith on Jeſus, he will 


ſometimes with us; but if we 
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heal all our Spiritual and CorpoHof: 


ral Diſeaſes. His Blood, is a$4lv 
healing Blood ; his Spirit, a2, 1 


healing Spiritz his Word, arall 


healing Word ; his Promiſes0ver 
He hath alDe 
healing Vertue in him : He i; £4 
the true brazen Serpent ; could Fal 
we but act Faith on this Jeſus, we HE 
ſhould be healed of all our Dif. fo! 
eaſes. He 1s the bright Morning. vs 


Star. Weare in Darkneſs,Clouds bl 


and Darkneſs upon our Spirits ; H 
many dark Providences befal us, : 


1 


we fee not our way many times, 


know not what todo : Now let 


bring Light out of Darkneſs : 
We are under black Fears and 
Sorrows, and all dark Night 


can look up to this bright orm- 
ing Star, he will enlighten our 
Darkneſs, he will ſhine in upon 
our Hearts, and ſcatter all thoſe 
Clouds, and give us a joyful 

Morning. 
Fourthly,' Jeſus Chriſt is cal- 
led the Captain of the Lord's 
Hoſts, 
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Poofts, and the Captain of our 
$ a6alvation, Joſh. 5. 14, 15. Heb. 
a2, 10, He hath the command of 
arall the Creatures, for he is Head £ji.1.22. 
iſegover all Things, over Men and 
1 alDevils ; All Power in Heaven and Mit. 28. 
e i Earth is bis, O if we could act 15: 
)uld Faith on this Almighty Jeſus,our 
We Hearts would not be troubled 
if. for any thing : What can hurt Ron8. 31. 
20. us ? What ſhould we fear ? Our 
ids bleſſed Jeſus, our Saviour, our C0/.1.15- 
s; Husband, commands all Things z 
1s, he rules, and over-rules all 
s, Things: No Creature, no Man, 
et no Devil, can aG& any thing a- 
ll paint us without our Lord's 
- Teave : Believe in this Captain, Roy, 16. 
J and let not your Hearts be trou- 20. 
t bled. He will tread Satan under Pſal. 110. 
> your feet ſhortly. He will make 9-14-44 
, all his and our Enemies his Foot- 
ſtool. Let us look by Faith un- 
to our Captain, and keep our 
Eye on him, and follow him 
whereſoever he gocth: Let us 
make him our Leader, and by 
Faith in him we ſhall be more,,,. 
than Conquerors. He hath over- 
F 4 come 


—_— 


Heb.2.14. 
ohn 16, 


aſt, 


2 Io 


Luk 24426 


Bon. 9.9. hi 1 q 
Ps his Children, ( which we may 


1P?.2. ing, toteach us to be willing to 
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come the Devil and the Wort 
for us, and he will overcome a2 
our Corruptions, Fears and Sor Hea\ 
rows in us, and will ſhortly { $9 
his Crown upon our Head; NP! 
Chriſt is the Captain of our Sal 9 
vation ; and in bringing of man 
Sons to Glory, he was made perfeti _ 
through ſuffering. ACt Faith in Py 
him who hath perfected our Sal. ft 

vation for us; that Work is 
done, and it was through ſufter- 


ſuffer alſo, to walk in his ſteps3 
for in the way of ſuffering he en- 
tred into his Glory; and the very - th 
{ame way will he bring all his 
Sons and Daughters unto Glory : 
So that while we are ſuffering 

for him, or from him, if we be 


know if we hayc his Spirit ) we 
are in the right and ready way 
to Glory. And then have we 
any cauſe to let our Hearts be 
troubled with ſinful Fears, Cares 
and Sorrows ? Have we any cauſe 
to be caſt down and diſcouraged, 
while we are following our Cap-* 
tain, 
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»rþtain, are-making conformable to 

> him, travelling the ſame way to 

50; Heaven that he went there, the 

ſame way to Glory, the way of 

d; Reproach, Shame, Grief, Sor- 

2}, TOW, Fear, Poverty, Perſecuti- 

1 ON, Tribulation, Deſertion, the 

2a Tame ſteps that our Lord went 

in £0 Glory 7 © that we could but 

11. {till keep our Eye on Jeſus, and 

iz Often conſider what way he went 

-. to-Heaven ; and being our Cap- 

g tain, we ſhould ſhew our ſelves 

.. his good Souldiers, and be con- 

_ tent to go the ſame way. 

y- Fifthly, Jeſus Chriſt is called 

; the Conſolation of Jſrael, Luke 2. 

, 25. A ſweet Nameindeed. He 

. Is the only Perſon that brings 
true Comfort, beg the Foun- 
tain and Spring of all Conſola- 
tion ; that Oe of a Thouſand, 7o 33.25; 
who gave himſelf a Ranſom for 
us. | He it is that comforteth his 2 Cor. 1. 

 Peeple in all their Tribulations. He 32 
it is that ſpeaketh and giveth his 
Peace to his People ; and when 
he giveth Peace, none can cauſe 
Trouble. And it is his Promiſe, 

2 OY that 
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that when he hath brought bi Li 
People into the Wilderneſs df Fou > 
Fears and Troubles, that they | 
know not which way to turn, by 

that then he will ſpeak comfor. 4 
tably to them, will peak to their. oy 
Hearts,”as the word in the Ort j,o 
oinal ſgnifies, Hof. 2. 14. _ 
I might largely ſhew here, that. ,y 
Feſus Chriſt is the Conſolation of ,y 
his People many ways ; as by his ;; 
coming -from his Father into the 
World, to become our Szrety, þj 
to undertake for us, to take our 1, 
Sins upon. him, and to make his © 
Soul an Offering for our Sins; A 
* and by his Blood to purchaſe our þ 
Remiſſion. O how comforta- p 
ble is a Surety to one that i, Ar- © x, 
reſted, Indicted, and Arraign- x 
ed ! How coinfortable is a Re- f 
deemer to a poor milſer8ble- x 
Captive ! How comfortable isa  : 
Pardon to a condeinned Male- } 
' 


Epiyj.1.9. 


fator ! All this is Jeſus to his 

People, and infinitely more. He 

Rev. : is Gold to make us rich, white 

171% Raiment to cover our nakedneſs, 
Eye-ſalve to make us ſee ; He is. 
Light, 
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rn 
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Eight, the Light of Life, the Jobs 5.12- 
Fountain of Life, of Spiritual 


and Eternal Life ; no Life but 


by him. And he hath aſſured us, 

That whoſoever cometh to him. and John 3. 

believeth in him, ſhall have ever- 16+ 36: 

lafting Life, ana ſhall not come in- 

to condemnation, He t afflitted in 1.63.9, 
all our Afii&tions. And is not 

this a comfortable Conſidera- 

tion ? All his Promiſes are as ſo 


K many Breafts of Conſolation, all 


his Ordinances, means of Conſo- 
lation 3. his Word, a Word of 
Conſolation; yea, his Rod of Pjal. 23... 
Affliction, as well as his Staff, is 
bleſſed for the Comfort of his 


'Z rey He hath alſo promiſe& 
"-. tO1IC 


nd his Spirit, the Comforter, 
to his People, ro abide with then 
for ever. Yea, Chriſt himſelf Fobz 16.7, 
makes this his own fpecial Work 
alſo, to comfort them that mourn, 
Ifa. 61. 2. and hath bleſſed rhoſe yu. 5.4. 
that mourn ;, that is, with godly- 
Sorrow, . for, ſaith he, hey -ſhalb 
be comforted. | 
How greatly then-doth it cor 
cera us to. belicye. in this _ 
| 4y 


- Gw__ 
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the Confolation of 1ſrae!, tyg of 
look by Faith to this Fountain che |! 
Comfort, look to his Office, lookgow 
to his Word and Promiſes ; begi fi 
him earneſtly to ſend the SpiritRem 
the Comforter,into your Hearts ;nuſt 
Look to Jeſus alone for all Com-Jeſyu 
tort, and draw from this Springgiſc 
by Prayer, Faith and Meditati-may 

Rom.15.4- 0n,all ſupplies of Comfort 3 andand 
let.not your Hearts be troubled. wot 

= Sixthly, Jeſus Chriſt is called we 
a Counſellor, 11a. 9. 6. He is the 
moſt wiſe ; he is the Wiſdom of let 

3C0r.1.14. the Father : In him are hid Al the hi 

Col. 2.3. Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know: w: 
leag : . Yea, he is made of God at 
our Wiſdom, 1 Cor. 1. 30. So 
that when we arein Doubts and t! 
Darkneſs,perplexed with Temp- t] 
tations, and know not what to t 
do; when we are under ſad and t 
daik Providences, and know not #þ 
how to interpret them; when we « 
are under yarious Exerciſes, and 
know not how to anſwer God's 
Ends in them, nor how to im- 
prove them 3 whenwe are in the 
Dazk, and know not the mean- 

LEG ig 
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. typ of God's Diſpenſations, nor 
_ Fs Deſign of God in them : 
lookgow are our Hearts troubled in 
beggi ſuch Caſes; but here is our 
IritRemedy, this is the Courſe we 
"t5:nuſt take : Att Faith now upon 
M-Jeſus, he is Wiſdom ; he is a moſt 
Ingwiſe and faithful Counſellor, we 
Ut-may freely open all our Caſes 
ndand Conditions to him ; he will 
Not betray us, nor bewray usz 
ed we may ſafely truſt him with all 
IS the Secrets of our Hearts; and 
of Jet us labour by Faith to truſt 
2 him for Counſel in all Caſes; let us 
7: wait for his Counſel, truſt ta it, 
d and let not our Hearts be troubled. 
> _Seventhly, Jeſus is a Redeemer, 7g r9.25, 
| that is his Name: he came into 7.19.25. 
- the World on this very Buſineſs, J4-59-20. 
| to redeem his People, to redeem : __ 
them from all Iniquity, Tit.2. 14. 
from this preſent evil- World : from 
_ our vain Converſations. He hath 
ſhed his precious Blood to pur- 
chaſe us, we are bought with a 
price, we are none of our Co. 6. 
own, we are h5s,:the purchaſe 'of : Thef : 
his Blood ; and we may or oi” x0 7 
ent * 


. IO 


Rtv.1.6. 


I4. 
Prov.23. 
LI1 
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fident that he dearly loves us, foan 
he dearly bought us; and if he 
had not dearly loved us, hde 
would neyer have given himſeltat 
for us,. Gal. 2. 20 That wa. 

the higheſt Teſtimony of hiv 
Love; He loved #5, and: waſhei Tu 
4 from our Sins in his Blood, Hi 0 
will redeem us from the Wrath H 
to come. O then let us act Faith: 1: 
on our ſweet Redeemer, as Fob Bi 
did in the midſt of all his Trou- I. 
bles 3 J krow, faith he, that my 


Redeemer liveth, &c. So may tl 


every Believer ſay, Although my. 2 
Friends and deareſt Relations 
die, my Credit and Eſtate dies ; 
though my outward Comforts all t 
die, this ſupports me, that my. 


Luk-21. 8. Redeemer lueth, and this our Re- 


C0l. 1.14. 


deemer is mighty, mighty to 


moſt, Heb. 7. 25. 
Therefore let us act Faith 
on our dear Redeemer, and.up- 


6.9.12. On his Redemption ; and let us 


e 

: 

ſave, able to fave to the utter- 
( 

| 

{ 


believe, that ſhortly the day of : 

our full Redemption will come, 

when we ſhall be delivered _ 
| and 
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s, fond for ever from, Sin, Satan, 

f hthe. World ; from all our Bur- 

, hdens, Fears and Sorrows, Temp- 

1ſe]tations and Tribulations. 

wa I might mention many- other 
hiſweet Names and Titles of Je- 

ſha Tus Chrift, which would be Food 

He for Faith to feed upon ; as, that 

ath He.is the Everlaſting Father ;, he I g.s. 

:ith-hath pity and compaſſion for all. 

Fop his poor Children,. and Power 

ou- to help them, being the Father pul. 103. 


Almighty, and hath a Portion for 13. 


ay them too He is their Portion, | 


BESS, OB 


| and hath provided for them an £4%-3-24- 
* Inheritance incorruptible, undefi- * 
. led, and that fadeth. not away : 
' He is the Prince of Peace, he 


Pet. 1.4. 


giveth his Peace to his People, 70-14-37 
even that Peace that the World 5 1-33: 
can neither give to them, nor J0034-29- 
take from them. When he ſpeaks 
Peace, none can: cauſe Trouble. 
He 1s our Peace, and hath made 
our Peace with God and It is 
He alone. that ſpeaketh Peace,and 


. creates . the Fruit of the Lips, 


Peace, 1/a. 57. 19. He is alſozph.2.14 
our Shepherd, therefore ( {aid 
1 * David) 
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David) 1 ſhall want nothing, 
Pſal. 23. 1. Hels a Fountain 
pened, a Fountain of - Lig all 
Life, Love, Grace and Trut|*'"* 
He is the Head of his Body th©"S 
Col.1.18. Church. The Husband;the Brid4a® 
9 groom, his People are his Mem" 
T3 54 bers, his Spouſe, He 1s the Heat, 
* * of all things, Heb. 1.2. 1: bing, , 
awelleth all Fulneſs. He 1s the, P 
King of Saints, the Rock of Ages; 
Yea, Heis All, and in All. Q 1 
Beloved, had we but Faith to aaf, 
on this bleſſed Jeſus, and on theſes” 
his moſt ſweet Names and gra-. 
cious Attributes , our Heartsg,. 
would not be troubled into whaty, 
Condition ſoever we weref/ 
brought. Could we aCt Faith on >, 
Jeſus as our Head, Husband, and: 


San 


Father, whois All Fulneſs, All - 
in All; Could we donbt of ha- of 
ving all ſeaſonable Supplies from 
_—_ Let our DS but appree 
end, apply and appropraate Je- . 
fus as our blefſed Head, ar sf " 
_ dear Husband, and' then confi- | ,1 
der in earneſt who he' is, and 
what he is; how mighty, _ $\ 


*Y 


all, 


od. f11 Heart-Trouble. 1123 
,; egall, how loving, pittiful, com- 
oþÞaſlionate, tender-hearted and 
aejkind 3 how ready to help, how 
thengaged to us by many Promiſes, 
;4end can we then take up ſuch 
Cy worthy thoughts of him, as 
7x0 think he hath forgotten us ? 
Li; Wl he not timely ſupport and 
thdupply us? Hath he ſhed his 
;e; Blood for us, and will he forget 
ous, can he forget us? Are not 
1QF1 his People as dear to him as 
ſothe Apple of bis Eye ? Surely it is 2-28. 
., our Want, or the weakneſs of 
t ,O8r Faith, that cauſeth all our 
at Heart-Trouble. O my poor Soul, 
F = comfortably nmighteſt thou live, 
ja if thou conldeſt live by Faith? 
4 Lord, I believe, help, flrengthen my 
1 Faith. Could we but apply and 
appropriate Chriſt to our Souls, 
and aQt Faith upon thoſe preci- 
1 ous Names of Chriſt, which are 
* notas ſomany empty Titles which 
.*are ſometimes given to Men, but 
.. they are real Repreſentations of 
that moſt dear Love and tender 
. Aﬀection, of that ſpecial Care, 
Mercy, and a, a 
| that 


| Hebr, 3. - 
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that is in Jeſus towards all higſ,, 4 
poor Children, that they mighp1ooc 
draw out the ſame for theiſhe xe 
ſtrong Conſolation ; and thafpriſo 
they might truſt in him, and n of th 
deſpond nor be dejected. Thus,igg. x x 
we can believe in Jeſus,our HeartfChri 
ſhall not be troubled.. [2 Sa 
Thirdly :, Faith a&ted on th{frm 
Covenant of Grace, where@;; 
Chriſt is the Meaiator, and upd 
all his exceeding great and precit; 
ous! Promiſes, will prevent ang God 
and 12.24 Cure all Heart-Trouble. Beliew com 
""#-;n the bleſſed Mediator of the Fat! 
New Covenant, who hath. um £q ; 
dertaken,not only on God*s part) Gra 

to ſee that his Part be performet yo 

£o us, but alſo is become our Sur tor 

ty; undertaking for us, and bj tha 
Febr.3.22. himſelf, to fulfil the whole Law jn « 
of. God both aQtively and paſſive! wo 

ly ; ro fulfil all Righteouſneſs for us W 
and by his Spirit to enable us to +9 


Hebr.6417. 


2 Cor, &. 
19, 20, 


Match, 3, fulhl the Conditions of the Co; fig 
Is. venant, working in us Faith} wil 
Rom. 2. 8, Love, Obedience, and all Grace. | he: 
I 4 In this ſenſe, God hath given! 45 
Chriſt to be a Covenant. to us; thi 


Iſa. 


}£ ” 
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W/z. 42.6. and his Blood is the 
Blood of the Covenant,by which Ro. 3.25. 
he reſcueth poor Souls that were 
Priſoners to Sin and Satan, out 
of the Pit of DeſtruCtion, Zech. 
49.11. By this Covenant, upon 
{Chriſt's ſh:dding of his Blood as 
a Sacrifice for Sin, and his per- 
forming all the work of Media- Jobs 1.32, 
tion, and upon our receiving of 
him, and believing in him, as he 
is offered to us in the Goſpel , 
God is pleaſed to. promiſe to be- 
| come our God, our Reconciled , 6.24 
Father , to pardon all our Sins,,.. * * 
to give: us his Spirit, and all 
| Grace here, and Glory hereafter. x, ,.. 2, 
Now, Chriſt our bleſſed Media- 
tor, hath perfectly fulfilled all 
that God required for us , and Fern. 31. 
In our room. and ſtead ; that ts 31. 
moſt certain, for he finiſhed the 
Work that his Father gave him 
to do; and he hath made many 
fweet Promiſes to us, That he Ton 19, 
will ſend the Spirit into our 
hearts, to work Faith in us., pc g, 
to receive him, and to apply 1. 
the Merit of his. Blood to us, to 
ſanQify, 


= RR nr YT... CORR"  ] CT Caro... #© R9 vc. 
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ob. 15. SanCtify, and renew us therebjphe g 
Ml 7:5. 12.3, 3nd hath promiſed, That whoſ 
i Wk Jobn 6:29. ever comes. unto bim, he will in rg c 


and 7. 37. 4ſe caſt out. And all that con 


WARE unto him, ſhall find reſt to thet 7 

Fail Math. 11-Souls. That whoſoever believellyqce: 
28, . . þ 

in him ſhall be ſaved; that he wha gy 


keep them, and none ſhall pluck the, 
Job.10,28, 01t of his hand. That he mill raiſtfrgm 
them up at the laſt day. Aſſurinþ 

us, T hat he is gone to Heaven,# 

our fore-runner, to prepare. a plat he i 

for us there, and that he will com1 gy; 

C4 ain, and take 248 tO himſelf, #1M. eyer 
where he is, we may be alſo... NOW ther 

if we can but act Faith on thif gi; 

' Jeſus, and on the Covenant] jnte 
whereof he is the Mediator. and the. 

on his Promiſes, applying them} pate 
and relying on them, our Hearts Day 
ſoall not be troubled. E 

— Beſides; Let us conſider, therz and 

is not a paſlage of Providence nef 

W from God to us, but it come, 4. ; 
| | through the handof this Mediay tha 
[| tor. 1 Cor. 8.6, All things art\ Lo 
'F. by him; Put what you will in} me. 
& the hand of a Mediator, and-in! Bl, 
[1 his Power, it muſt needs turn mn be] 
[14 tne} 


| 
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_ 
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he good of him, for whom he 
Ss a Mediator ; now to ſupport 
nd comfort us in all our Trou- 
Ibles, let us conſider two things. 

\ 1. This Mediator ſteps in- be- 
*tween God's: Wrath, and us, in 
Il our Afflictions ; that no Fary, 
or Effefts of it may break forth 
rom God on his People, for 
whom he is the Mediator, that 
nothing but Fatherly Love may 


Love ſend the Afﬀiction, what- 
ever It be, totry and purge, &c. 
there can be no hurt in that Af- 
fiction. Again, our Mediator 
interpoſeth, either to hold - off 
| the Smart, or to allay and miti- 
| gate it, that it ſhall not diſtract, 
* Dan. 3. 25. no nor hurt. 
| 2. He ſteps in to uphold us, 
 and- to ſtrengthen our Weak- 
neſs, enabling us to endure. Phz/. 
4+ 4,12, 13. It was the Mediator 
that did ſtrengthen Paul; The 
| Lord ſtood by me, and ſtrengthned 
' me, ſaid he: Faith acted on this 
Bleſſed Mediator, eying him, and 
believing that our Afﬀictions 
COMe 


II7 


be in the Chaſtiſement ; and "if 


j WW, 218 ÞHearts-Eale | 
Wl | come through his Hands, emþear 
i! his who loved us and died for w; 


all Power in Heaven and Eartgaſt: 
muſt be a mighty ſupport to mol 


| 
j 

{lt : | our deareſt Friend,and who hagnd 
{ 
: in all our Troubles. han 


| pe A Let Faith be aGwie' 
fil, on the Word of Chriſt alſo; Yin 
1; believe the Word of God, bxea 
FR lieve the Word of Chriſt alſgof 
ff Like 4.22: His Month is moſt ſweet ;, NotMo 
"My | but gracious Words proceed otume 
\\1{1 P/al.45-2. of his Mouth. Grace was pounſid 
li j] into his Lips; and he poured otup 


Grace in all his Words: Hi fot 


108 whole Goſpel is a Goſpel 6. an 
i Grace, Words of Peace and Sal 7 
|| | vation. Hear him ſpeaking mo 
#11, 1 ſweetly, at. 11.28. Come wn V] 
WE me all that are weary and heavy lu hi 
- den, and I will give you reſt. ( T 
i what ſweet Words are theſe. K 
- #Ho, every one that thirſteth, com be 
'F ye to the Waters and drmk, withou, 
[rl Many and without Price, Ia. 55; fo 
& i | John 14.6. 142+ T am the Way, the Truth, *t 
{| Rev.3.18, and the Life, Behold, I fland 4 J: 
t # the Door and knock, if any _ Y 
A Lf 


, ' \\ 
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Ye gat my Voice, and open the Door, 
ry will come in and ſup with him, 
hagnd be with me. This is but a 
atgaſte of thoſe ſweet Cluſters of 
0 molt refreſhing Grapes which 
hang upon the Boughs of the 

Goſpel; let us take frequent 
iew of what hes upon Record 
in the Evangeliſts, and often 
read over the manifold Promiſes 

ſoof Grace that fell from the ſweet 
or!Mouth of our Bleſſed Lord, and 
orameditate, and ponder, and con- 
mm-ſider of them, and act our Faith 

otupon them,and we ſhall find com- 

H; fort in them 5 his Words drop as 

0 an Hony-comb; his Words are Sps- 

al rst and Life. More particularly, 

o Firſt ;5OurFaith muſt be acted 

m upon Chriſt's Word of Precepr, 

lu. his Word of Command in time of 

(. Trouble ; Fear not him that can 

e. kjll che Body, but him that can caſt 

m both Soul and Body into Hell. Fear Luke 12. 
. n0ne of thoſe things which thou ſhalt 4, 32. - 

g ſuffer. Let not your Hearts be 92-10. 
þ; troubled, nor let it be afraid. Re- 25: 
g Joice when Men fhall perſecute 
s; you, &c. Tin patience poſſeſs ye Lik.21,19 
, | your, 


j 
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ar Souls : with many ſuch. Nogu! 
Chriſtians muſt yield up the (FE 
bedience of Faith to ſuch Confot 
mands,and urge them upon _ 
Hearts, charging themſelves tog0! 
bey them, ſaying, O my Soul, n#7 
Lord hath forbidden me to fea 
to be troubled, to be thoughtful 
to be dejected, &c. he hath co of 
manded:meto be patient, yea, tj! 
rejoice in my fuffering : He 1s m/*? 
Feh.14.15 Lord, and I muſt obey him,” ®' 

& 15-10- muſt keep his Commandment. 
7:24 elſe I cannot love him;I muſt kee 7 
his Sayings,or elſe I cannot þ 
his Diſciple ; If 1Ikeep his Com; F 
mandments,; he.- will manife{ © 
himſelf to my Soul, his Fathe! 
will love me, and. he will lov 
me, and they both will mak 
their abode with me, for it i 
his Promiſe, John 14.21, 23. Saj 
thus, O my Soul, Jeſus Chriſt 
my. King and: my Law-gvver, | 
mult obey him ; he is my Pro 
phet alſo, and I mnſt hear hin in 
all things whatſoever he ſhall ſa) 
to me. I have taken him for 
my Lord as well as for my Savt 
Our, 


} 


Af. 3.22» 
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. Nogur 3 for my X:2g to rule me, as 

he Gryell as for my eſs to ſave me ; 

Confor my Prophet to teach me, as 

1 thapvell as for my Prieſt to ſatisfy 

stogfor me. O my Soul, conſider, 

1, n#Je 1s the Author of Eternal Sal- 

 feawwation only to thoſe that obey him. 

htffT hus applying the Commands 

confof . Chrilt to our ſelves, and 

2, jjurging his Authority upon our 

5s mn; Hearts, it wlll help us to bear up 

nm, vnder our Troubles. 

nt,  21y. ACt Faith upon the Pro- 

rea: riſes of Chriſt, of which ſome- 

- þ, what was faid before. He hath 

. promiſed to be always with us, 

fe to ſend the Comforter, to ma- 

he: nifeſt himſelf unto ns, that he 

” will not break the bruiſed Reed, nor Mat. 19. 
quench the ſmoakeng Flax : That 29: 

" he will give us an hundred-fold 744%*+ 

a for all our Loſſes for his ſake. 

- That he will gather us with his 

Arm, carry us in his Boſom ; 

that he will hear our Prayers; 

. that he will give usa Crown, a 

Kingdom, Everlaſting Life, with 

J many more. O, could we act 

our Faith upon his precious Pro- 

miles, 
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miſes, and lie ſucking by Faitian 
on thoſe full Breaſts of Confolyles 
tions,and draw by Faith, Prayergou! 
and Meditation, from thekgom 
Wells of Salvation, we ſhoulghen 
find ſweet ſupport under all ouPati 
Troubles. Thi 
3:y. Faith acted on the Wordf - 
of Threatning, may put a ſtop tdHe: 
Mit, 10. Heart-Trouble : Jeſus - Chriſt 
$7. hath dreadfully threatned thok #7 
"3: wh that love Father or Mother, SonWo 
ft. Or Daughter, more than him, orver 
Feh.15.3- their own Lives ; and thoſe that Ar 
: are aſhamed of him, or hizvp 
Word ; and thoſe that fall from us 
him, and thoſe that hear his he 
Sayings, and do them not, and.an 
thoſe that are fruitleſs Branches, 2#; 
CC. WW 
Faith ated on the Examples al 
in the Word of Chriſt, eſpeci-. w 
ally his own Example, Learn of al 
Mat.11. me, ſaith he, 1 am meek and low- 1 
BBs ly in Heart. He was as a Lamb, F 
3 POL.21 7 mb before the Shearers : and we 7 
muſt follow his ſteps. We have. |} 

alſo a Cloud of Witneſſes, the 
Examples of the Primitive Chri- 1 


in Deart-Tro!ible. 
aitifians, who bore all their Trou- 
(olgles with Patience, and holy 
yergourage ; and we are expreily 
hefommanded to be followers of 
ukthem who through Faith and _ | 
ouPatience inherit the Promiſe, #9512: 
Thus Faith acted on the Word , 
orþf Chriſt, will help againſt all 
 tdHeart-Trouble. 
riſ 
of, Fifthly ;, Faith aCtcd on the 
onWork of Chriſt, will either pre- 
orvent or cure Heart-Trouble. 
at And that again, if Faith be ated 
his upon the Work he hath done for 
"mus already, and upon the Work 
1s he 1s zow doing for us in Heaven, 
1d. and upon the Work he is now ao- 
s, 7#g 1n us on Earth, and upon the 
Work he wil do for us, and in ns, 
es and upon us at the laſt day. All 
i». which Works of Chriſt, if we 
f aft our Faith on them, we ſhall 
- not be much troubled in our 
,” Hearts, Believe allo in Chriſt 3 
e. Believe me ( ſaith he) for the 
>. Work's ſake, John 14. 11. | 
> 1. Faith muſt be acted upon 
, that great and glorious Work of 
| G 2 Chrilt 


"IM 
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Chriſt for us when he was upo 
Earth, that Work which his Fa 
ther gave him to do, in the days 
of his- Fleſh, as our Redeemer, G 
and that in doing and in ſuffering;, ® 


Zt5.10.9, for he came to do the W1ll of God: a 


by his Obedience, as well as to! 


Heb.2. 14, ſuffer it by his Satisfaftion, and * 


þ. 53 I6, 


this in his ſtate of Humiliation,: © 
He aſſumed Humane Nature, en-! 
tred the Virgin's Womb, was 


Phil. 2. born of her, yet without Sin. He. 


6, 7o 
Mat, 


lived on Earth a time, doing: 


3*15* Good, and healing all manner of: 


Diſeaſes; ſpent moſt of his; 
time in Preaching, Praying, Faſt- 
ing, and revealing to Men the- 
whole Will of God for their: 
Salvation, and fulfilling all Righ- 
teouſneſs. He profeſled he came * 


>” 


210t to do hus own Till, but the Will ; 


of him that ſemt him, John 6. 38, 
39. And, ſaith he, This « the 
Fathers Will which ſent me, that | 
of all which be hath given me, 1 
ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe 
: up at the laſt day. A comfor- | 
table Conſideration indeed, and 
a Cure for our Heart-Trouble : | 

That | 


bY 
© 
e 


a0med” 


upo 
S Fa 
days 
emer, 


. i 
FIN8; 4 


God: 


int Heart-Trouble. 
That our Lord Jeſus will raiſe 


up all our dead dear Relations 
and Friends,now rotting in their 


Graves : All that died in Feſus, 1 Thi]. 4. 
will Feſus bring with him. And chis 195 17+ { 


alſo is the Father's Will, That 


; every one that ſecth the Son, that 
* Is, every one that by Faith re- 
- celiveth and believeth in the Son, 
' ſhall have Everlaſting Life. Now, 
: to accompliſh and finiſh this 
; Will of the Father, was the 
' whole Work of Chriſt upon 


Earth, even to draw poor Souls 
unto him, to work Faith In them 
by his Word and Spirit, to ful- 
fil the whole Law of God for 
them and 7 them, Rom. 8. 4. 


And to begin and finiſh the whole 74, ;,..: 


Work of our Redemption. Faith 
acted on this Work of Chriſt 


upon Earth for us, in the ſeveral 


parts of it, He being partaker of pp, », 


Fleſh and Blood with us, to deliver 
5 from him that had the Power of 
Death, that is, the Devil; and to 
free ua from the fear of Death, by 
which we were always ſubjec} to 
Bondage, I ſay, if we can at 
G 3 Falth 
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Faith on theſe Works of Chri} 22 


| dr) 


for us, we ſhall have no cal! _ 


of Heart- Trouble. 
Let us conſider, that our y, S: 
ſed Lord denied himſelf 0 » 


croſs'd? Let us in Heart ant 
Mat.6.10. Life ſay as we pray, Thy Will 

done on Earth as it u in Heaven. 

And when the Will of God is 

done upon our Families and Re: 

lations, let not our Hearts bef 

AR.21. 14 troubled, bur let us imitate Jeſus, 
Chriſt, in our ſubmiſſion to the; 

2 7ob.2.6. Will of God, making it ourl 
Work on Earth to be doing all; 

the good we can, and fo ro put! 
him on, and walking as he walk-! 

ed, and not be troubled. 

Secondly , Faith ated on; 

Chriſt*s Suffering-Workon Earth, | | 

will greatly contribute to our ! 

Iſa.g3.1,2, Support : He was a Man of Sor- 
rows; 1o that if we meet wirh | 
Sorrows | 


Ezrth, and was well-pleaſed ne ry 

to have his own W1'l, nor to 0; 

his own Will, but referred him! 

felf intirely to his Father's,wha: : 

reaſon have we, poor Worms, t. , 

be troubled, when our Wills ar 
{ 


| E27 
hrjj Sorrows on Earth, we do but 
20s rink of our Maſter's own Cup, 

? and that ſhould quiet us. 
Bl Chriſt's Sufferings on Earth 
f q Wwereof two kinds, viz. for our 
| no. {raitation, and for Satisfattion 
» d& for our Sins. 

Lum! (1.) For onr Imitation. His 9.19.39 

hz Patieat ſuffering of Reproaches, ##2%:39 
;t; Scorns, Revilings, Contradicti- 
ar on of Sinners, Temptations , 
ns Perſecutions, Bonds, Poverty, 
4, Shame, loſs of Friends, &c. 
1 ſuffering all with invincible Pa- 

is LUence and Meekneſs, without the 1 Pet. 2.22 
e.: Faſt murmuring, repining, dif- 
jf quiet or diſcontent, without any 
x; Retaliation ; for when he was re- 
«| . viled, he reviled not again; he 
j prayed for his Enemies, &'sc. and 
all this as our Example, that we 
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ſhould follow his ſteps, 1 Pct, 2. 
21,22, 23, And if our Lord, 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
ſuffered ſuch things, what reaſon 
or cauſe have we to be troubled 
in our Hearts when we are per- 
ſecuted, reviled, forſaken of all 
our Friends, impoveriſhed, cx- 

G 4 poſed 


Heb.2.18, 
& 4. 15, 
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poſed to Shame and Sorrow, fer 
10g our blefſed Lord was ſoe 
poſed, and ſo exerciſed vu 

Earth ? Is it not enough for thy 
Servant to be as his Maſter” 


+ 
4 


Shall we think to fare better thay 4s 
him ? His Sufferings were tg Th 
teach us to bear ours with Chri: =* 


ſtian Patience, and to ſanCtify 5" 
ours to us; yea, in all our Sutz , 
ferings he ſympathizeth with ” 


us. | : 
Let us then act our Faith uponj kc 


Chriſt's Sufferings on Earth, hi - 
whole Life being a Life of Suf-; }' 


fering, he knew what trouble: h 


grief, he knew what it was to! 
loſe a Friend, for in his greateſt) 
trouble, all his Diſciples (whonth 
he calls his Friends) forſook him | 
and ficd ; and being tempted him- | 
felf,, he knows how to ſuccour them | 
that are tempted. He-hath a feel- | 
ing of all our Infirmities. Let us | 
labour to act Faith on Jeſus, and | 
_ Hearts will not be trou- | 
ed. | 


' meant, he was acquainted with: ; 
1 
| 


ak tall - 


(2.) But 
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ſw) (2.) But his great Suffering- 
) ex! Work for us, was his Work of 
IÞo Satisfaftion, All our Sins being Iſa.3.6, 
"thi! laid on him, it pleaſed the Lord to 10, 12. 
ter! bruiſe him, and to put him to grief, 
hat, 47d to make his Soul an Offering for 
ti Sin: He poured out his Soul unto 2 Cor. 5; 
ri; Death, was numbred among tranſ- 20: 
fy greſſors, was made Sin for us He ay=-yag 
uf} bare our Sins on bis own Body on,, © 
ith. the Tree ;, was made a Curſe for 1 Theſ.1. 
' 1; ſuffered the Wrath of God 10. 
on, for us, to deliver us from the #: 25 
Bl Wrath to come. O bþleſied Je- ; 65.98 44 
f., ſus! when our Sins were upon 
4 him,he was ſore amazeazgroancd, 
' wasexceeding ſorrowful, even unto 
go, Death; He was in a bloody ſwear, 
t in a bitter Agony in the Garden 
1 |; He was fallly accuſed, unjuſtly 
1} condemned, and then barba- | 
| rouſly crucified, ſuffering that 
, * curſed and cruel, ſhameful and 
' painful Death of the Croſs, and 
all as our Szrety, and as a Sacre- Row. giz. 
fice to God for our Sins. Chriſt 
our Paſſover was ſacrificed for us, 
to make Atonement and Satil- 
G5 faction 
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faction to the Law and Juſtice & ys 

God for us, Rom. 3.25 {© 

This was the great Work 0 thi 
the Tranſcendent Love of Jeſus gr, 

Gal.2.20, Chriſt when he was upon Earth; ye 
Rev.1.6, When he travelled in Soul, drank thi 
Pſ,110. 7. of the Brook in the way, that bla? ap 
Torrent of Wrath and Curſe gy 

that lay in the way betwixt our, þe 
Souls and Heaven, which ſtopp's, ſo 
up our Paſſage thitherward, and-th 
made It . utterly impaſſable for, up 


_ 


for us : But Jeſus made a Paſlage; hi 
by his Blood, that his Redeemed! Þ 
might paſs thorow. So great! 
were his Sufferings in this World! a 

for us, that they made him cry 

Fat, 27, Out, Hy God, my God, Why haſt 
45. thou forſaken me ? offering uf 
Heb. 5. 7. ftrong Cries with Tears. | 
Now then, let us a&t our Faith} 

”— on the Sufferings of Chriſt here! 
| on Earth, and believe that he 
ſuffered all thoſe hard and hea-! 
vy, thoſe bitter and grievous, 
things for #4,and in our Names 3 | 
that he bore our Sins to ſatisfy | 
God's Jultice for them, to pur-| 
chile * 


Hth.g.12. 


OE. 2a wee ff ET. 
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© chaſe and procure our Pardon. 
!o that we could but believe in 
K 0 q this Jeſus, that he ſweated great 
Jl drops of Blood for #, and that 
"thi he ſhed his very Heart-blood upon 
ati. the Croſs for us, and by Faith 
ack apply and appropriate all this to 
1 our own Souls, believing that 
ut; he was wounded for our Tranſgreſ- Iſz. 53. 


Y& frons, ſmitten for our Sins; that E00-2-14- : 


nd the chaſtiſement of our Peace was 
Or. upon him ;, that by the Blood of 
ge his Croſs he hath made our 
Peace, and hath purchaſed for 
a” Eternal Life ! Believe this, 
ld and then ſce what little cauſe 
7. you have to have your Hearts 
f. troubled for any Loſs or Croſs 
! whatſoever. The conſideration, 
' In a way of believing of what 
1 Chriſt hath done for us, and of 
what he hath ſuffered for us, 
| ſhould make us patiently 4s or 
' ſuffer any thing for him and from 

| him. Believe alſo in me. 
| - Secondly ; Our Faith mult be 
acted upon the Work of Chriſt, 
which he is ow doing for us in 
Heaven, He is not idle thers, 
be | > 
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Zeb.8.1- although he be ſer down on thy fait 
& 7. 25* right Fland of the Majeſty » 
High ; but he is at work for hi 
People there 3 there he maketk 
Its $5 continual interceſſion for ww, Vt 
+54" js there as our Advocate to pleat 
our Cauſe, and manage all ouy 
Buſineſſes there, preſenting hiy 
Blood in the Vertue of it to his 
Father for our Pardon, preſents 
1 700.2-2. ing our Perſons and Services per 
fumed with the Incenſe of hig 
own Righteouſneſs, and by his 
Spirit applying the vertue of all 
to our Souls. He i able to ſaw; 
Hib.n.28, to the uttermoſt all that come untd 
God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth} 
fo als interceſſion for us. Of this) 
I have ſpoken before. Now it; 
we can act our Falth upon the! 
Interceſſion of Chriſt,who knows! 
all our Wants, Burdens, Cares 
and Fears, and whoſe Office it | 
is to plead and intercede for us 
in Heaven, (tho we may ſcarce | 
Pſ.1c.14. have any to plead or ſpeak a 
word for us on Earth, yet) we 
ſhould have no cauſe to have our 

Hearts troubled ; We have a 
| | faiths | 
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thy faithful Friend,to whom we may 
m commit our Caule. 

y Thirdly; Chriſt is doing a 
{ Work i7 xs on Earth, while he 
Je himſelf is in Heaven : He is 


a4 humbling us, purging us, teach- Phi.2.13. 


} ing us, mortifying our Corrup- 
s tions, crucifying our inordinate 
is AﬀeCtions, ſanCtifying us, and 
1t+ ſo preparing us for Heaven : 
r-+ He 1s making us meet for the 
Is Kingdom ; He is fitting us for 
Is his Father's Houſe, by all his Or- 
dinances, and by all his Provi- 
 dences, by every Loſs and Croſs; 
20: by all our Afﬀliftions, as, 2 Cor. 
4. 17. Our light Afiidions which 
| are but for a moment, work for. 
ws (that is, by way of pre- 
paration) 4 far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of Glory. Je- 
' ſus Chrilt is in the Word, and in 
| the Rod, heis All in All; He is 
| ſtill forniing, ſquaring, faſhion- 
| ing and working by his Spirit, 
| Word and Rod, upon his Peo- 
| ple, to make them more and 
| . more conformable to himſelf, to 
' ſquare them as Stones for his 
Build- 
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Building, to make them Hahi 
Ab.13.21 tations for lumſelf, Temples for! 
the Holy God to dwell in, an(} 

that he himſelf may delight tj] 

dwell inthem here, and to make! 

them fit to dwell with him for; # 

ever in Glory. Now, let us 1a+ it 

bour to a&t our Faith on thoſe! 6 

bleſſed Works of Chriſt us, Q 

and believe that he is thus work-; c 

ing in us, even #2 and by all our} h 
Affiictions, and labour to feel} \ 

and find theſe gracious Works} f 
carrying on in us, and we ſhall} ] 

have no cauſe to be troubled. | | 
Moreover, our Faith ſhould be} | 

C 

| 

f 


&-, 


aCted upon the Work that Chriſt] 
is now doing for us in Heaven | 
beſides his Intercefſion for us} 
there, he is preparing a Place for 
us in Heaven, as he told his Diſ-| 
ciples, to comfort them : In my} . 
Father's Houſe are many Manſions ;| 
1. go to prepare a Place for you.| 
A Place in Heayen 1s infinitely 
better, and more to be deſired | 
than the beſt Place on Earth. A |} 
Place in the Father's Houſe, in |} 
the higheſt Heavens, in that glo- | 
- . riOus 
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rions Paradiſe above, that?s the 
Place of all Places, there the 


| great and glorious God dwells, 
' there bleſſed Jeſus dwells; O 


that New Jeruſalem, the City of 
the living God, that's the Place 
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2 CY. 5. 
I, 2, 


indeed, that Houſe nat made with 4s x, 9, 
bands, eternal in the.. Heavens. 10,11. 


Some think that Jeſus went /o- 
cally into Hel, but we are ſure 
he went /ocally into Heaven ; and 
we know for what he went there, 
for he hath told us, it was to 
prepare a Place for us there. 
Here below all Places are full of 
Darkneſs, Snares, Temptati- 
ons, Fears, Dangers, Perſecu- 
tions ; but that is a Place of per- 
fect Peace,perfect Reſt, of Light, 
Comfort, Joy and Conſolation. 
Here we are Pilgrims and Stran- 
gers, there is our Home, cur Fa- 
the:?s Houſe. Here we have xo 


continuing City, no abiding Place. x corg.1rx 


Chrit's People here 2n this 
World, many times, have no 
certasi dwelling-place, but are dri- 
ven from Houſe and Home, for- 


ced to fly from one City to ano- 
ther, 
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ther, from Town to County 
from one Kingdom to another 
conſtrained to wander fr 
Place to Place ; while others 
bide in their Habitations, th 
muſt ſeek their Quarters whe! 
they can find them,a while und 
one Frien&'s Roof, a while und 
another's ; which is no ſmall A 
fliftion to them that feel it, 
others lay it not to Heart. No 
what ſhould comfort us in th 
our Pilgrimage and Wilderneſ; 
condition ; What ſhould ſup} 
port us in this our wandring an 
deſolate State, but that it w 
even thus with our bleſſed Lor 
himſelf upon Earth, who h 
not an Houſe to put his Head in 
And ſo it was with his Diſciples 
and with many choice Saints, as 6 
Heb. 11. 37, 38. What ſhouldþ 


$0] 
a 


our Lord went to Heaven on ,, 
purpoſe to prepare a Place forſp 
us there? If the Earth caſt us} j; 


2 Cor.6.17 out, Heaven will receive us : Ii} pg 


Men ſay to us, Remoyc, be gone} ,; 
hence} 
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hence, depart away, here 1s no 

Place, no abiding for you ; our 

dear Lord will call to us out of 

Heaven, and ſay, Come np hither, Rev.at.12 

come up to me, I have prepared 

a Place for you here. There is 

room enough in our Father's 

Houſe, there are many Aaxſtons, 

and from thence there ſhall be no 

remove for ever, no more any 

Fchanging Houſes for ever, when 

once we are lodg'd in our Fa- 

ther's Houſe. There is our Fore- H:b.6.20; 

runner for m4 entred. The hope 

'we have through Grace of get- 

ting into that bleſſed Place, by 

that vew and living Way, to reſt 

there after all our weary wan- 

| drings here, and never to re- 

move more, 1s that which com- 

forts us in theſe our troubleſome 

.| removes here: O that Place, 

and that bleſied ſtate in that 

as Place, to ſee God, and to be ever Mat.s.8. 
,mith the Lord, to ſee our lovely wh » 

_ Lock Jeſus 45 he is, and to be made | J's 

UT like unto him, Could we fix our '” 

It} Hearts and Eyes more ſtedfaſtly 

©| upon thoſe inviſible and eternal 

| : things, 
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things, we ſhould more qulet 
and comfortably bear our þ 
ſent Troubles, yea, and rejol 
in them. And when we can 
our Faith upon that Place a 
State above, and conclude 0 
Title to it, by our Intereſt 
Chriſt, then our Hearts will 
be troubled. 

Alſo this Conſideration ſhou 
preferve us from Heart-T rou 
and Sorrow for the loſs of 0 
dear Relations which died 
Jeſus, for that they are go j;. 
home to their Father's Hou 
they are arrived: at their H 
bor, they are ſafely hous'd, th 
are where they would be, th 
are gone to the Place t 
their beloved Lord went to Þ 
pare for them, to that City 
God, to the general Aſſembly 
the Firft-born, whoſe Names 
written i Heaven, &c. Ti 
would not exchange their Plaj © 
now for the moſt ſtately and mq ,, 
magnificent Place in all t} 3 
World. O, could we but rq 
lize by Faith that moſt hap 

4 
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| State and Tlace where our de- 
1 ceaſed pious Friends are gone, ® 
our Hearts would not be trou- 
bed for them. 
And this may comfort us alſo 
under all our preſent Sufferings 
and Sadnelſles, that e're'long we 
alſo ſhall go to that Place, to that 
4 City above, which God hath pre- 
pared for us. Our Lord aſſures - 
us, that he will come again, and jy , 1.15 
take us to himſelf, that mhere he ts, 
'we may be alfo O could we be- 
lieve this, we fhould ſay, Come 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly. 
Fourthly ; Our Faith muſt be 
acted upon the Work, that Chriſt 
will do for us, andin us, and uport 
us in Heaven at the laſt, It. 1s a- 
bove all our Underſtandings to 
conceive what glorious Works 
Chriſt will do for us and in us at 
14 the laſt day. Jr doth not yet ap- 7 Job.3.2, 
4 2ear what we ſhall be. There ute 
7 ſhall be 4 day of the Manifeſt ation * 
I of the Sons of God, The poor 
7 deſpiſed Saints, all black and 
cloudy here, covered with Shame 


Y and Reproach now, ſhall _— Mal. 3.17» 
| C 
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be manifeſted to be the Lord 
8 Jewels : That will be a Day! 4" 
their full Redemption, both ('* 
Soul and Body, their Weda fy 
and their ſolemn Coroxation-dat "I 
2 Tin.4.8, Then their bleſſed Redeenf* | 
ſhall publickly own them, af%, 
bid them welcome to his Fo. 
Mi, 25. ther*s Houſe, ſaying, Come 
34* Bleſſed of my Father, &c. Ti 
will Jeſus put the Crown of CF, -: 
ry, of Righteouſneſs, and of Liffy:. 
upon their Heads. Then w& 
Jeſus preſent them to his Fat, -- 
Eph.$.29. without Spot, or Wrinkle, or a; 
ſuch thing. Then will he mil, 
their (now ) vile Bodies (\lþc1c 
ject now to vile Corruptions, eſy 
vile Diſeaſes, to vile Abuſcs, alſp;, 
to a vile diſlolution at Deatly 


Phil.3.31. like unto his own glorious Bodyh, 


and their Souls ſhall be like (ch; 
his, to their full fatisfactiony 


?/.17-15. Then the poor Diſciples of Chip. | 
ſhall have a full End put to 4 < 

| their Heart-Troubles, Sorrov upc 

Fob. 15.22 Fears and Cares Then thifto 
Hearts ſhall rejoice, and their Moyr 

m0 Man ( nor Devil ) ſhall Fa G01 

r0 
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From them. Sorrow and ſyhing 

Tall flee away, and they ſhall en- 
Fer in, into Everlaſting Reſt : 

&nd into that unſpeakable bleſ- 
ed State which was purchaſed 
'Þy the precious Blood of Jeſus, 
rf pnd by him prepared and poſ- 
F*!ſed in oyr Names and Steads. 
\1] our dear Relations that died 
» |! Jeſus are already entred,Chriſt 
"Fheir deareſt Lord hath wrought 
4 This glorious Work on their 
'Pouls already ; they are trium- 
hing, ſinging Hallelujahs in the 
Fighelt Heavens, while we are 
TFeghting,fighing and ſobbing here 
7 delow. They are with bleſſed 
Peſus above, according to his 


Ji 


f 


1 Prayer for them, ſeeing his Glo- 7b! 17, 


n 2 hus much for the Work of 
{Chriſt, upon which our Faith 
WEmuſt a&t,that our Hearts may not 
[be troubled. 
Sixthly ; Our Faith muſt act 
upon the 3 of Chriſt, in order 
Mto the preventing and curing 
7 our Heart-Troubles, Fears and 
*JSorrows. . What is the rf 
hr1 


ry, and participating of it. 22> 24- 


© 0 EI on os 
_—_ —————— 


I42 


oh. 16. 


laſt, 


x Thiſſ. 4.3. 
Hed.12, . 
Rev.3.1g, their SanCtification. It 1s hb 


Mat, 15. 


24» 


RtfVv.2.10. 


#111. IG. 
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Chriſt ? It is his Will that his Peo-h pe 
ples Hearts ſhould not be trou-þ,,, 


bled nor afraid, as in the Text; 
It is his Will, that in the World 


diſcouraged. It is his 1! they 
ſhould be ſanfified, and that all 
their Aflictions ſhould promot: 


Will, that althonzh he love them, 
yet to rebuke and chaſten them | 
And when he doth ſo, that theyſfhi 
ſhould be zealous and repent. It 
is his W:#, that they ſhould «hin 
ny themſelves, and take wp their 
Croſs daily and follow him. Thatlhis 
they ſhould fear none of thoſeſtha 
things that they ſhould ſuffer.|goi 
That they ſhould walk in his|was 
ſteps, hold faſt to the End, 


faithful unto Death, That theylfou! 


ſhould overcome, It 1s his W1h,lin t 


that they ſhould not love Father|Enc 
or Mother, Son or Daughter,|Cor 
more thang himſelf; no, norjwo! 

their 


a 
iN 
C 
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Etheir Lives, but be willing to 
Wart with all for his iake. Yea, It rub.14.25 
3s his Will, his 12] W:H, that all 7ob.17.24 
his poor Diiciples, after they 
ave ſuffered a while, may be 
ith him where he ts, to behold his 
lory. Thus if we aG Faith 
pon the WY of Chriſt, and la- 
our to yield to it, and acquieſce 
n it, we ſhall procure much 
lifreedom from Heart-Trouble. 
Laſtly; Our Faith muſt be 
ated upon the Ena: and Deſigns 
of Chriſt in all his afMidtive Pro- 
! 'vidences towards us ; and theſe 
effhis Ends are all very good and 
Iteracious. This Argument he 
zFfhimſelf uſed to cure the Heart- 
Troubles of his Diſciples for 
atthis departure from them, v:z. 
{that he had good Ends in his 
7.[going away from them ; his End 
was, to prepare a Place for them, 
a better Place than any to be 
ejifound here, a Place in Heaven, 
{tin the Father's Houſe : And his 
cr[End was to ſend the Spirit, the 
r,|Comforter unto them, which 
or|would not come if he did not 
Ir g0 
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go away, Fohn 16. 6, 7. He had 
told them of his going awg fol 
from them, upon which Sorr, tet 
bad filled their Hearts, (and ity wi 
even ſo with us, when our eartly ca 
ly Comforts leave us, Sorrow filj N 
our Hearts) but to cure thy th 
our Lord anſwers them, that # mi 
was expedient for them, ( go0q fre 
and neceſlary for them) that 8 ul, 
ſhould go away, ſhewing thay us 
his End in going away, fo mi th 
that he might ſend them tl ov 
Comforter; he would remoy þl 
from them a great Mercy, thi Cl 
createſt earthly Mercy that eve} m 
they enjoyed, which was hy P] 
perſonal Preſence ; they muſt patj w 
with ſo dear and near, ſo ſmell B 
ſo loving, ſo faithful a 'F riend & ſh 
himſelf was to them : And could P 
there be a greater loſs ? for thi th 
Sorrow had filled their Fearti| fx 
But he tells them, it was to mak} cc 
way fora greater Mercy, whicl| of 
was, to ſend them the Comforter ar 
inall the ſaving and miraculouy ay 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, by tt 
which they ſhould be able to 4 {& 
£reait 


in Deart-Trouble. 


al greater Works than he himſelf did, 
va fohn 14. 12. which was a grea- 


S: 
ti with them, and with this he 


ter Mercy than his bodily preſence 


tly calms and quiets their Minds. 


Now if we can act Faith upon 
hs the bleſſed Ends of Chriſt, in re- 
ty moving our earthly Comforts 


from us, which are, to beſtow 


i upon us better Mercies, to give 


us more of his Spirit, and of 
the Graces and Comforts of it. 


# our Hearts would not be trou- 
T bled ; could we believe, that 
S Chriſt's End in all his Chaſtiſe- 
4 ments, is, to prepare us for that 


Place in his Father's Houſe, it 
would comfort and ſupport us. 


His Ends are very good, and that 
s ſhould quiet us. So long as the 


People of Chriſt enjoy moſt of 
the Comforts of this World, (I 
ſpeak it by ſad - experience ) 


4 commonly they enjoy lealt 


| of God, and of his Spirit ; 


and uſually, when Chriſt takes 
away their earthly Comforts, 
then he manifeſts moſt of Kim- 
ſelf, and of his tender Love 
H to 
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to them: He brings them .into| fort 


the Wilderzeſs, and . then ſpeakij i; 


comfortably to them ;, then ' he 
ſpeaks to their Hearts, and na 
to their Ears only, as in time of 
Proſperity, then he gives out 
moſt of the Graces and Com. 
forts of his Spirit. Chriſt ne- 
ver takes away theſe outward 
Mercies from his People, but 
with deſign to beſtow better, if 
our Diſcontent and Unbelief do 
not hinder. When the Lord 
fook away from his Servant Da 
vid the young Child begotren in 


Solomon, 

Thus I have endeavoured to 
ſhew what it is alſo to believe in 
Chriſt, that thereby we may pre- 
ay and cure our Heart-Trou- 

e. 

The laſt thiog I have todo is, 
to ſhew how Faith acted thus on 
God and Chriſt, or, on God in 
Chriſt, is the beſt Preyentive of, 
and Remedy to cure all our Heart- 
Troubles, which hath indeed 
been ſhewn, partly in the =_ 

OI- 


at: 


xr, 5 
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former Particulars , - and. will 
ſerve for the confirmation of the 
Point alſo. 

Two ways principally Faith 
afted on God and Chriſt, doth 
effeCt this great Cure of Heart- 
Trouble, and procure Hearrs- 
Eaſe. 


Firſt, By way of Application 
and Appropriation, 

Secondly, By way of Holy 
Confidence and Reliance. 


Firſt, By Applying and Appropri- 
ating God and Chriſt to the Soul, 
and Al! that God ts, and Al! that 
Chrilt is, and all that God hath, 
and all that Chriſt hath, and 47 
that God and Chriſt hath pro- 
miſed : Faith applieth and ap- 
propriates AU! this to the Soul 
Faith gives the Soul Rzghr, Title, 
Claim, Propriety and Intereſt 


| to, and in God ard Chriſt ; 


Faith makes All the Believer's 
owa, Believe, and All is thine. 
This is the Language of Faith, 


H 2 and 


My God, my Lord, my Chriſt, pp, ,,, - 
my .Sayiour , my Redeemer ; laſt. 
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" and this quiets and ſatisfies 
the Soul fully, or nothing in 
Heaven or Earth can do it; 
when it can thus act its Faith on 
God and Chriſt, So was David | 
cured of his great Troubles, 
1 Sam. 30. 6. He encouraged him- 
felf in the Lord hu God, his God, 
ps God in Chriſt; ſo in that 
pregnant Text, 2 Sam.23.5. His 
Intereſt in God's Everlaſting 
Covenant, ( whereby God was 
become his God in Chriſt ) he 
acted his Faith upon, and that 
fatisfied him; So, Ach. 7. 7 | 
Pſal. 73.25, 26. 

Either Gcd is ours, or he's 
not ; either Chriſt is ours, or he 
15S not : If God and Chriſt be 
Rot ours, we have cauſe enough 
of Heart-Trouble, cauſe enough 
to mind our Danger, and to be 
troubled at our very Hearts, that | 
we are tn ſuch a woful caſe ; and 
ſhould now above all things la- 
bour after an Intereſt in God 
and in Chriſt; whatever our 
Lolles in the World be, this ' 
dangerous State of our Souls 

ſhould 
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ſhould be moſt nrinded, and 
ſpeedily look'd after -above all 
things. F 

But if God be ours, and if 2/4 115+ 
Chriſt be oars ; if we have cho-77,.., 
ſen God for our Portion - in 74.1. 4 
Chriſt ; ang if we have rightly Co. 2. 6. 
and truly. received Jeſus Chriſt 027-17. 1. 
the Loxd,. for our only Lord and party - 
Saviour, and have unfainedly ,, =_ 
given up our whole ſelves to 
him z then may we-act our Faith 
upon God, as our God, and up- 
on Jeſus Chriſt as oars, and. may 
claim our Right in God and in 
Chriſt, and in A/ that God and 
Chriſt is and hath, as our owr 
and then, what cauſe of any 
Heart-Trouble ? If God be ours, 
if Chriſt be ours, Al is ours, 
| Life ours, Death ours : What if 
we want Relations and Friends, 
Honour, Wealth and Health, 1s 
not the All-ſuſfcient God e- 
nough ? Is not Jeius, in whom 
dwells all Fulneſs, enough to ſup- 
ply the want of all ? This God 
propoſed to Abraham, I am thy 
God ;, and to Iſrael, Iſa, 41. 1% 

H 3 Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt is Al, and in All; 
and it Chriſt be yours, all i 
- yours ; God 1s yours, and al 
the Good of both Worlds are 
yours ; and what can you deſire 
more. 


Secondly, Faith exerciſed in 


Holy Confidence in, and Reliance 


upon God, and Chriſt, and the 
Promiſes, will prevent or cure 
all our Heart-Trouble. David 
was cured both theſe ways, 7/al. 
$1.11, 12, 13, 14, 35. vis. by 
appropriating God to himſelf, 
and by truſting in him : 7 rrufted 


zn thee, O Lord; I ſaid, thou art | 


my God - for God is pleaſed to 
inzage himſelf,to diſcharge thoſe 
Souls from Heart. Trouble and 


finful Fear, who truſt in him; 


P/al. 37. 40. Trouble doth dif- 
order the Heart, and diſcom- 
poſe the Mind ; but Faith in 
this exerciſe of it, tr1ſting in the 
Lord, doth fix and ſettle the 
Heart ; ſo that then no evil 7:- 
aigs ſhall make ſuch a Perſon a- 


ng 
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ing inthe Lord, God hath pro- 
miſed to keep them #n perfett peace, 
whoſe Minas are (tated on him, be- 
cauſe they truſt in him, 1a. 26, 


+ -þ 

Diffidence is the cauſe of all 
Ds/quiet , no true Reſt can be 
had, nor Quiet to- our Minds, 
but by Confidence in God, P/al. 
2. laſh. O the bleſſedneſs of 


thofe that truſt in Chriſt. God 


in Chriſt is-the only fit Obje& 


of our Confidence, in all our Ex- 
tremities. A Believer hath a 
God'to-go to in all his Troubles, 
an All-mighty and Toving Father 


in Chriſt ; and this ſhould be our - 
Comfort, that we are in Cove- 


-nant with him that Rules the 


World, and hath committed the 
Government of all things to his 


Son, our dear Redeemer, who 


hath bought us with his Blood ; 
and we may be ſure that no hurt 


ſhall befal us that he can hinder 3 


and what cannot he hinder, who 


hath all Power in Heaven and Mz, :2. - 
Earth, and that hath the Keys 18: 


of Hell and Death; unto whom 
H. 4 ve 
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we are. ſo near, that he carrig 
our Names on Ins Heart., and 
who will in his due time make all 
the World know, that his People 
are as dear to him as the Apple 
of his Eye. 

Truſt then, depend and rely 
vpon God in Chriſt, and by an 
holy Confidence, reſign up your 
Wills to his Will, rodo., what he 
would - have us do; to be, what 
he would have us be.;. to. ſuffer, 


what he would have us ſuffer; | 


and then Heart-trouble will 
ceaſe, and ſweet; Peace cometh : 
when having truſted all. with 
God, wecan in heart ſay, Lord, 
if thou wilt have me poor, dil- 
graced, impriſoned, diſeaſed, de- 
prived of my deareſt friends ; I 
am content to be ſo, I truſt all 
wy Concerns with Thee: O 
the ſweet peace and quiet that 


will be 1g that Soul ! 

There is the Al-mightineſs, the 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Love, Mercy, 
and Faithfalneſs of God in Chriſt 
for us to truſt in, and to rely 
upon, a Botrom and Foundation 

ſtrong 
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ſtrong enough to build our con- 
fidence upon, in all Storms and 
Streights : God hath alſo made 
many exceeding great and Ppreci- 
ous Promiſes in his Word, and 
not a naked Promiſe, but he hath 
entred into Covenant with us, 
founded upon full ſatisfaftion by 
the Blood of Jeſus, and confirmed 


it with an Oath ; and to this Co-4#407.6.17. 


venant , ſealed by the: Blood of - 
his Son,he hatlradded the Seals of- 


the Sacraments ; and all this,that 


the Heirs of the Promiſes, name- 
ly, All true Believers, might have: 
ſtrong Conſolation , and be cured- + 
of all their Heart-troubles. 
Upon this Ture Foundatiormr 
then muſt our Faith aCt-in an 
holy Confidence-in God, and in: 
Chriſt -: the Soul being taken off 
from all other Obje&ts, carried: 
out of Self, unto God and Chrilt ; 
who preſently ( as ſoon as truſt— 
edan,.) communicate themſclves,- 
and their love, and.goodnels to- 
the Soul, filling it with peace, 
ſtrength, and ſettlement. By 
this. truſting in God, we honour - 
ER H 5. : God J.; 
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Ged moſt, and beſt provide for 
our own ſafety. 

T he way then, whereby Faith 
quieteth the Soul, and cures It of 
its Troubles, is, by raiſing it above 
all Diſquietments, and pitching it 
ſolely upon God in Chriſt ; and 
thereby wuazting it to God in 
Chriſt; from whence it draws 
vertue and ſtrength, to ſubdue 
what ever troubleth its Peace. 
For the Soul is made for God, 
and never finds Reſt, till it return 
unto, and ſettle and center it ſelf 
upan him again.. And that we 
may thus place our confidence In 
God and Chriſt for all ſupplies, 
we muſt moſt earneſtly beg, cry, 


and ſeek to God for Grace and 


Strengthſo to do; we mult truſt 
in God alone, for all things, and 
at all times: and thus by appro- 
priating God to us, and Chriſt to 
ns, and placing our confidence in 
them, we may be cured of all our 
Heart-troubles. ©. 


| 
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The Application. 


1. For Information, Theſe In- 
ferences follow. | 


Firft, If Faith afted upon God in 
Chriſt be fuch a Remedy againſt 
Heart-trouble; then ſurely , 2 7#. 1-1, 
Faith is a very precious, a very 
excellent thing ; a Graceof very 
oreat worth and value, and of 
great uſe and efficacy : It is pre- 
£101 Faith indeed, the very Trial; per. 5. 
of ut 1s more precious than Gold. 
Precious for its Author, the Lord 
Jeſus ; for its 0bjef, precious Je- Htlr.12.1. 
ſas, and all the exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, the Pur- 
chaſed Inheritance : For its Offi- Zobs 1.12. 
ces, It unites to us Chriſt, gives - 
us Title to eternal Life ; it ſup- =:2, 3.17. 
ports under all Afflictions ; pre- ,,, 
vents , or cures all Heart trou- 3;,'1,... 
bles ; and. precious for its End, , px. Y 
which is, the Salvation of our 
Souls. | 

This Grace of Faith is of a 
transforming, Spiritual Nature 3 

an 
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Gcd moſt, and beſt provide for 
our own ſafety. 

The way then, whereby Faith 
quieteth the Soul, and cures 1t of 
11s Troubles, is, by raiſing it above 
all Diſquietments, and pitching it 
ſolely upon God in Chriſt ; and 
thereby wanting it to God in 
Chriſt; from whence it draws 
yertue and ſtrength, to ſubdue 
what ever troubleth its Peace. 
For the Soul is made for God, 
and never finds Reſt, till it return 


upan him again... And that we 
may thus place our confidence In 
God and Chriſt for all ſupplies, 
we muſt moſt earneſtly beg, cry, 
and ſeck to God for Grace and 
Strengthſo todo; we mult truſt 
in God alone, for all things, and 
at all times : and thus by appro- 
priating God to us, and Chriſt to 
ns, and placing our confidence in 
them, we may be cured of all our 
Heart-troubles. 


The 
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The Application. 


1. For Information. Theſe In- F 
ferences follow. 


Firft, If Faith ated upon God in 
Chriſt be fuch a Remedy againſt 
Heart-trouble; then ſurely , 2 7#. 1.1. 
Faith is a very precious, a very 
excellent thing ; a Grace of very 
oreat worth and value, and of 
great uſe and efficacy : It is pre- 
£018 Faith indeed, the very Trial; per. 5, 
of ut 1s more precious than Gold. 
Precious for its Author, the Lord 
Jeſus ; for its Objef, precious Je- zeir.12.z. MK 
ſus, and all the exceeding great bj | 
and precious Promiſes, the Pur- *, 
chaſed Inheritance : For its Offi-7ohz 1.12. 
ces, It unites to us Chriſt, gives - 
us Title to eternal Life ; it ſup- xs. 3.17. 
ports under all Afflictions 3 pre-,,, 
vents , or cures all Heart trou- 3;,',,-.. 
bles ; and. precious for its Era, , pai, |} 
which is the Salvation of our | 
Sl... : 
This Grace of Faith is of a 
transforming, Spiritual Notre 3 
an 
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and the Soul of a Believer, by 
acting 1t on God and Chriſt, ard 
on Divine, Heavenly and Spirt 
tual things, becomes Divine, 
Heavenly and Spiritual, Faith 


unfaſtneth the Heart from the} 


Creature, ſhewing the Soul the 
Vanity of it, and carries the 
Soul unto God and Chriſt, ſhew- 
ing it God's All-ſofficiency, and 
Chriſt's All-fulneſs ; for Faith 
believes, what God in his Word 
hath revealed of both. It 1s 
the great Deſign of God, in, 
all the Troubles he ſends. upon 
his People , effectually to teach 
them the exceeding Vanity of 
the Creature, to imbitter the 
things of. this World. to them, 
to wean their Hearts from them , 
to bring earthly things out of 
Requeſt with them, to make them 


ſee, that there is no true Con-. 
tentment, nor ſolid Satisfaction 
for the Soul to be found in them , 
and to make them ſee where 
true Happineſs and Contentmeat 
is to be had; even in God and 


in Chuiſt alone, for whom ther 


Souls 


LY 
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Souls Were Created, Redeemed, 1a. 43-21, . 
and Sanctihed.. . Noy. the, rea. Tit, 2, 14... 


Work of. Faith is, to take off the 
Soul from the Creature, and. fix 
and ſettleit upon God and Chriſt 
the, true Foundation.-. Natural- 
Iy our Hearts hang looſe, from 
God, and cleaye.ta the Creature, 
and when the Creature fails, our 
Hearts. are troubled ;, but Faith 
takes off. the Heart, from the 
Creature,, and. ſettles it upon 
God in Chrift, where. it finds 
Reſt; and this is the great Ser- 
vice it doth us. All the great 
and famous things- which thoſe 
Worthies. did; and all the hard 
and heavy things they ſuffered, 
mentioned in #eb. 11. were all 
done and ſuffered by the Power 
of. Faith, ver. 37,@c,. The ſet- 
ling of. our Hearts upon God in 
Chriſt; truſting all there, is the 
beſt means to cure our Heart- 
trouble ; and this Faith doth, 
and therefore it 1s precious. 


Secondly. It fallaws from the 2 1: 


Premilles, That the want of Faith 
ig. God, and in Chriſt, is. the 
Great. 


- : 
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great  Canſe of all our Heart- 
troubles, Deſpondencies and Dif. 
quietneſs. Could 'we but at 
onr: Faith ſtrongly on God and 
Chriſt, as our God in Chriſt, 
our: Troubles would be preven- 
ted 'or cured* For by Faith the 
Sout looks''up'to. God in Chriſt, 
through the Promiſes, looking off 
from all other ſupports ,. unto 
God for all Sopplies, for the re- 
moying of all Evil felt-or feared, 
and for the obtaining of all Good 
promiſed* ahd *heeded 3 and by 
this exerciſe of Faith, the Soul is 
Taiſed up abqve all Diſcourage- 
ments -and Diſquietments : . but 
where this Faith is wanting, or 


the livelyexerciſe of it fuſpend- 


ed, there the 'Son! ſinks under 
Heart-troubles. But of this 
fome-what was ſaid before. - . 

Thirdly. Hence alſo we may 
clearly ſee ine abſolute Neceſſity 
of” getting Faith in God, and in 


_ Chrift ; "and of acting it, and 
* Irving by it': There is-no living 
quietly and comfortably without 
It, no ſtanding under our Bur- 

. dens, 


Ak 
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dens, no bearing with patience 
and chearfulneſs our Lofles and 
Croſſes without this Faith ; -no ,,,, 
Joy and Peace, but by believing ;;. 
by Faith we ſtand. | 

Fourthly. Then the Things of 4+ 'f. 
the- World are not to be truſted 
to, nor truſted tn, for Comfort in 
time of Trouble. Nothing but 
God and Chriſt to be truſted in, 
and truſted to, and there is 
enough in them to ſupport and 
comfort us, as hath been ſhewed : /"** ! 5 
but no-confidence to be put in the ? ©? 7? ©* 
Creature; there 1s a Curſe upon 2, .. 
ſuch Confidence, but a Bleſſing on 
them that truft in God: -No, . 
truſting in Friends, Riches, Gifts, 7455 


T'%. 


- | or any thing; for ſo to do, is 


Iaslatry, to give that.to the Crea- 
ture, which is due to: God 
2008: 42; = | 
Fifthly. Hence we fee the Rea- 5 77; 

fon why ſo many faint in the 
day of Adverlſity, and ſink under 
Trouble ; and others uſe unſaw- 
ful means to prevent Trouble, or 
to get out of it : It 1s, *becaufe 
they want this Faith in God and 

| Boe al Chriſt ; 
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Chriſt ; and for want of-it, too 
many. miſcarry , under . Aﬀidti- 
ON. 
The Second Uſe is, .by way of 
Exhortation to all the Diſcipleg 
of Chriſt; in the Words of the 
Text ; 
troubled, but Believe in God, and 
Believe in Chriſt : You mult pet 
and aCt Faith in God and Chrill, 
this. is the onely Preventzve, the 
onely Kemedy- againſt Heart- 
Trouble. Our Lord in this 


Foin 6:29+ Text commands it', and com- 
Epheſ. 2, 8. Mends it : we muſt needs get Faith 


above all gettings; next to Chriſt, 


C1, 2. 12, We muſt get Faith, for we can- 


not have Chriſt without Faith : 
Go to God for it, it 1s his Work, 
his Gift, yea, It Is his Operation; 
yea, the ſame Power that raiſed 
up Jeſus from the Dead, muſt be 


-. Put forth upon a Soul to work 


Faith, . Eph. 1. 19, 20. The ex- 
ceeding great and mighty work-- 
1ng.of the Power of God, to raiſe 
up the Soul to-God and-Chriſt, 
and to enable it, to lay hold on; 


God and Chriſt : for ſuchis our: 


natural 


Lee not your Hearts be| 
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natural proneneſsto liveby Senſe 
and Carnal Reaſon ; and ſuch'is 
the moſt tranſcendant Excellen- 
cy of God and. Chriſt, and of 
Divine things, which Faith looks 
unto ; and- ſo great an Inclinati- 
on have we. to Self-ſufficiency, and 
{o much rooted in Self-love, and 
mordinate love of the Creature, 
and ſo hard to take off the Soul - 
from falſe bottoms ;- and becauſe - 
we are ſuch Strangers to God na- 


 turally 3 and becauſe there isfo 


much -Guilt of. Sin. ſtill remain-. 
ing on us, by our-renewed'pro- 
vocations, that we are afraid to 
entertain ſerious - thoughts of 
God : and- becauſe of that infi- 
nite Diſtance between God and 
us, we can never come to believe 
in him, and-. rely upon him, 


until our. Hearts . be renewed by 


the power of Grace , and this 
Divine Grace of Faith infuſed 
into them : - Therefore mult we - 
20.to God -and-Chviſt,. and put 
up ſtrong Cries .and Prayers to . 
God to work Faith in us, and - 
never give oycr, until.it be 
wrought in us. | And 
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Pf, 112.4, create Comforts , _ Commi 
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And having got Faith, we muſe 
act and exerciſe it w Godit ya) 
Chriſt ; upon God, I ſay, Hip 
onely is the Object of Faith, ani 
is worthy of it; for a Mancal jy, 
be In no condition, in which God py 
Is at a loſs, and cannot help him 
If Comforts and means of Dell be 
verance be wanting , Godcaſ, 


Deliverance , ſa. 57. 19. K 
can bring Light out = Darkneſi pro 
to _ all things are poſlible. | gn, 
- 1- Then, Faith aſſnts to, ani] 
IS, perfionded.. thas. there Is {| He 
God, the Infinite Fzrf?, and By 
Being of all things, and who giv gr 
eth Being to all things , Heh1f 
I 1. 6G. G 

2. That in this bleſſed Bein| £1 
are Three Perions, Father, Son] yr 
and Holy Gheft, and all the Objed| p, 
of- our Falth. T 

3. Faith muſt always a&t a} ,1 
God in Chriſt, and not other q, 


. Wiſe ; for in, Chriſt God reconcile! x. 


the World. In Chriſt, God be] £, 


Col. I, 21, * comes our friend, at peace witl] 


us 3 by Chriſt, the Emnity be | 
tweel 


in Heart-Trouble. 163- 


= tween God, and us is taken a- 
Wway ; in Chriſt, God becomes our 


C7 


Father, Joh. x. 12. Gal. 3.26. 


4. Faith is acted by Medita-. 
1 ting on, Conſidering of, and Ap- 


2 plying, and Appropriating of 
MGod jn Chriſt to the Soul, lay- 


«a ing claim to all that God is, and 


to all that God. hath as its 
own. 
5. It muſt alſo a& upon the - 


hl Promiſes of God in his Word, 


nd 


5 
L; 
IF 
bn, 


and vpon God and Chriſt in 

them : God hath opened all his 

Heart to us in his Word, making 

many ſweet Promiſes, exceeding > Pet.r, 4; 
great and precious Promiſes : and 

alſo, He hath made a Covenant of 

Grace with us, to beſtow him- 

lf, and all good things upon us, 

vpon which we muſt live, until 
Promiſes end in Performances. 7#0». 31. 
Theſe Promiſes, are our Spiritu- 

al Treaſury : Promiſes of Par- tr, 8. 


*| don of Sin, upon Repentance and 


Faith z Promiſes of renewing 
ſanctifying Grace 3 Promiſes of 
the Spirit, of Heaven, of Eternal 


Life and Glory, of Manſions In : 


the 


Dearts-Eaſe. 


the Father's Houſe, and of-aher, 
things needful in the way to thihim-1 
Kingdom, that we ſhall want njyiout 
good thing, and that all thingand 
ſhall work together for ofath 
good, Oc. Belic 

Laftly, That.our Hearts mand 
not be troubled; but fully ſatifhear 
fied and comforted, we. muſt hjlthee 


Ia.s6.5- Faith lay hold ox God, take hol{Fait 


of God's Strength, which is hifone 
Mercy in Chriſt ;. and moſt {here 
lemnly, moſt conſiderately, and clea 
moſt ſincerely take God for. ou unf 
God in Chriſt, .and attzally. en{ reſi; 
ter into Covenant with him} ſelf 
This Covenant is founded upal Go 
Jeſus Chriſt, on Satisfaction an( tire 
Righteouſneſs; and therefor the 
we muſt alſo believe in Chriſt] an 
taking him for our only Zo at 
and Saviour, receiving him by He 
Faith as he is offered. to us in th 
Goſpel, tobe All in All to us. } Cc 

As God offers, ſo. Faith re us 
ceives; God offers himſelf in| A 
Chriſt, and ſo Faith receive} up: 
him : God doth, as it were, ſay] ac 
10 the Goſpel, O poor loſt Sine fi 

ner, 


2o 
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-ahner, come to my Son Jeſus, take 

him for thy only Lord and Sa- 
riour 5 and by him come to me, 
Wand take me for thy God and 
Father 3 and by Faith the poor 

Believer-ecchoeth back, My Lord 
Wand 'my God, I humbly and 
heartily come to thee, accept of 

thee, cloſe with thee ; and iſo by 

Faith the believing Soul becomes 
Wone with God and Chriſt, and 
ihereupon - the Soul by Faith 
Nl cleaves to God and Chriſt, and 
uonfeignedly, and unreſervedly, 
reſigns and gives up its whole 
11 ſelf to God in Chriſt, taking 
of God in Chriſt for his, and in- 
nd tirely ſurrenders up it ſelf to be 
ff the Lord's. My Beloved 14 mine, 
tl and 1 am bis. Now Faith thus 
11 ated, will certainly cure all our 
heart-Troubles. 

In order then to obtain ſolid 
Comfort in all our Dilſtrelſles, let 
us carefully look whether theſe 
Adts of Faith have really paſſed 
upon our Souls : Have we thus 
aQtually, underſtandingly, and 
fincerely believed in God, and 
in 


=> —=. 


2 w_ oo i TO 
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in Chriſt ? Have we unfeignedh 
entred into Covenant with God 
in Chriſt ? Can we conclude that 
God is oxr God in Chriſt, by 
our being bis? If we be zatirc 
his, he is ours for certain, 1 fol 
4. 19. Cant, 2. 16. If we plac 
all our Happineſs in him, P/al.73, 
25. If we give him the Thron 
in our Hearts, ſubjecting our 
whole ſelves to his Government, 
making God in Chriſt all ow 
Love, our Iruſt, Joy, Delirg 
Debght, Fear, our All, cleaving 
to him alone and above all, de 


-pending upon him as our chid 
_ Good; contenting our ſelve 
with him as All-ſufficient for uy 


reſigning up our {ſelves to hs 


good Will, to be, to do, and ſuf] 


ter what he will : If wecan and 


do engage our ſelves to 1incere|- 


Obedience, that none of his 
Commandments be grievous to 
us: If in all things we giye 
Chriſt the preheminence3 if we 
have received the Spirit of 
Chriſt, as Rom. 8. 9. Gal. 4. 6. 
which joins us to him, and makes 
us 


ys 0 
54 
the 
Go! 
to 
hav 
Lo 
mil 


Li] 
anc 
the 
us: 
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Ulus ore Spirit with him, and which 
0Wisa Spirit of Adoprion, whereby 
hatlthe Soul - ſeeing his Intereſt in 
bi[God as his Father, can freely go 
7h] to God in all its ſtraits. If we 
ou have the Graces of the Spirit, as 
ach Love, Meekneſs, Patience, Hu- 
73] mizty, &c. If we have a Re- 
Ol ſemblance of onr Father in us, a 


art Likeneſs of Diſpoſition to God 2 Cor. 4- 
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i} and Chriſt, the Image of God, 19, 11+ 


W] the Life of Chriſt manifeſt in #220: 


9] us: If we do fide with God, and 
Nl his Cauſe, in evil Times, ſo that 
&-[ we are willing to part with any 
ll thing,with all things for Chriſt's 
Vl fake, and at his Call; If it be 
Us] thus.with us in the main Bert and 
hs conſtant *Frame of our Hearts, 
f- and in the Sincerity and Integrity 
ndl of our Souls,our Conſciences in the 


0) we upon good grounds conclude, 
Ve} that God, the All-ſufficient God, 
{| is ox7s, and Chriſt Jeſus who is 
all Fulneſs,is ors, and then our 
6-] Hearts ſhould not be troubled ; 
&| and to. prevent and cure all. our 
= | Heart- 


1] fight of God bearing us witneſs 1 Job: 3. 
15] that thus it 1s with us, then may 21+ 
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Faith on all thoſe things, in God 
and in Chriſt, which I mention- 
ed before, and which wonld be 
too long to repeat again here ; 
therefore 1 earneſtly deſire you 
to look back and view over thoſk 
ſeveral particular things conſide- 
rable in God and- in Chriſt, and 
believe 1n ge and in Chriſt, ap- 
-plying and appropriating 'them 
B == ſelves, oe has for We 
have no cauſe of Heart-Trouble 
Hf the great God be ours, and 


the Lord Jeſus be ours; if we 


have no Husbands, nor Wives, 
nor Sons, nor Daughters, nor 
Health, nor Wealth, we have 
enough to content and ſatisfy 
our Souls for ever. 

But to draw to a Concluſion, 
that there may be an effectud 
cure of all our Heart-Troubk 


whatever our diſtreſs may be, let 


us labour to a& Faith on Chriſt, 
in conſidering and believing : 
1. What he. 
2. Where he is. | 
3. What he hath declared. 
4. What 


| 


in Heart-Trouble, 


q. What he hath promiſed ; 
and all within the Confines of 


on-] this Text, Yer. 2, 3. 


Firſt, Let Chris Diſciples 


+| labour to believe what Chriſt is, 


and who he is. He himſelf asked 
his Diſciples this Queſtion, ar. 
16. 16 Whom ſay ye that I 
am? Peter anſwered, Thou art 
Chriſt, the Son of the livins God : 
I know in whom I have believed, 


ledg of Jeſus Chriſt his Lord, he 
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faith the Apoſtle 3 and that ſup- 2 7/”. 7. 
ported him : and for this know- **: 


counted all things but Dung and pyjy.3. 5, 


Droſs. To believe all things 
that are written of Chriſt, is 
not enough ; but to believe in 
him, is by Faith to receive him 
for our only Lord and Saviour, 
John 1.12. Col. 2. 6. and aftn- 
ally, unreſervedly, unfeignedly and 
heartily, to give up our whole 
ſelves unto him, taking him for 
our abſolute Lord, our Head, our 
Treaſure, and our All; and be- 
lieving He 7s all that to us that he 
;s, That be was made Sin for 35, 
made Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, San- 
ſl. CGification 
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CHfication and Redemption to us, 
T hat he is indeed our Husband, 
our Head, our High-Prieſt, our 
Surety, our Ranſom, our Re- 
deemer. That he hath loved us, 
and waſhed us in his Blood. That 
he was delivered up to Death for 
our Offences, and roſe again far 
oar Fuſtification. That he hath 
made our Peace with God by the 
Blood of his Croſs ; and purchaſed 
our Pardon, and an Inheritance 
for us with the Saints in Light : 
and that by believing in bum me 


ſhall have everlaſting Life, John 3, 


16,36. I ſay, this 1s to believe 
in Chriſt ; and ſuch as thus be- 
lieve in him, have no cauſe of 
Heart-Trouble. And thus we 


muſt believe in him, and it is| 


the great Commandment of 
God to believe in him, 1 Fehr 3. 
23. and the poſitive Command 
of Chriſt himſelt in the Text, 
Believe alſo in me. And he that 
hath this Faith, hath Chriſt, 
I Fon 5, 10,12. and hath Life, 
Eternal Life, John 6. 47. Vert- 
ly, verily, I ſay unto you, ( faith 

Chriſt, 


[1 PYeart-Troible. 
Chriſt, the Eternal Truth him- 
ſelf) He that believeth on me,hath 
Everlaſting Life. He hath it 
Pretzo, in the Price of it, that 
was punctually paid down upon 


the Croſs, therefore called the 
Purchaſed Poſſeſſion : He hath E- 


ternal Life 1 Promzſſis, in the - 


Promiſes of it; it is promiſed 
to every one that believeth, God 


that cannot lic hath promiſed it, 


Tit. 1. 1,2, and he hath it 
Pramitias, 1n the firſt Fruits of it, 


the ſaving Graces of the Spirit, 
which in fome meaſure every 
true Believer hath, 2 Cor. 5. 5. 
Epheſ. 1.13, 14. 

Now, he that thus believes in 
Chriſt, Chriſt is his ; and all thar 
Chriſt hath done, and ſuffered, 
and merited, is his, he hath 
Right and Title to it for by 
Faith he is become the Child of 
God. Gal. 3. 26. We are all the 
Children of God by Faith in fe- 
ſes Chriſt, And if we be Chriſt's, 
then are we the Heirs of the Pro- 
miſe, Gal. 3- 29. Yea, Heirs of 
God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt 

12 Rom. 


4 
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Rom... 8.17. Yea, then, «lf 
things . are ours, 1 COr. 3.21, 22, 
23. Allis ours, if we be Chriſt's, 
whether Paul, or Apotlos, or Ce- 
phas. All the Gifts, Graces, La- 
bours, Prayers, of all Goſpel- 
Miniſters, all Goſpel-Ordinances 
are ordained and deſigned for 
our. Good, Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, 13. 
for the gathering of us in, and 
for the perfecting and building 
of us up in Chriſt Jeſus, until we 
all come to Heaven. The World 
zs ours; the Good and Evil of 
it, the Bitter and the Sweet of 
it, the Comforts and the Croſles 
of it, the Gains and the Loſles 
of it, the Love and the Hate of 
it, the Smiles and the Frowns, 
the Friends and Foes in jt; All is 
deſigned for, and ſhall further 
and promote our Spiritual and 


All the Troubles.Sickneſles,Pains, 
evil Tidings, Perſecutions, Diſ- 
appointmens, Loſſes of Relati- 
ons, Shame, Reproach, or what- 
ever attends this Mortal Life, 
{hall be ſanRified and bleſſed to 

Us 


ESR Pro FRA. a cr 2 US. 3 
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us for our Good. Yea, Death is 
onrs, that ſhall be our Advan- 


tage, our Ga#:, that ſhall put a- © - 


full end aud period to all our 
Sin 2:14 Suffering, and be a Door: 
of Entrance for us into Glory in 
our Fathcr's Houſe : Or things 
preſent, our preſent Fears, Sor- 
rows, Miſerles, Infirmities, &c. 
ſhall be ſo ordered and over- 
ruled by the Wiſdom and Love 
of our Father, that they ſhall all 
help us onward to Heaven : 4nd 
things to come are Ours, all that 
Glory to be revealed, that Saints 
Everlaſting Reſt that is prepa- 
red for the People of God, that 
Crown of Righteouſneſs, of 
Glory, and of Life ; that King- 
dom of Glory, that unſpeaka- 
ble, that inconcelvable State of 
Happineſs and Bleſſedneſs which 
Chriſt our Lord hath purchaſed 
by his Blood, all this is ors allo. 
But how come we to» have a 
Right and Title to all this? 
Why, faith the Apoſtle, thus, 
Ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is God s. 
As ſure as Chriſt is God's, ſo 
| 3 ſure, 
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ſure, if you be Chriſt's, All is 
yours : and, asI have provcd, if 
we be true Believers in Chriſt, 
then we are Chriſt*s, we are his 
Members, his Spouſe, his Children; 
and then, what cauſe have we to 
be troubled at any thing, or in a- 
ny Condition ? What cauſe hath 
ſach a Soul to be dejefted; what- 
ever Croſles or Loſles do befal 
him ? Is there not enough in 
Chrilt, in the Promiſes, 1n the 
Purchaſe of Chriſt ? Is there not 
enough in Heaven, in all that 
Glory to quiet, content and ful- 
ly to ſatisfy our Souls? O my 
Beloved, (and O my baſe and 
faithleſs Heart) it is our baſe 
Unbelief that doth vs all the miſ- 
chief, that ſpoils our Peace, that 
hinders our Comfort, and makes 
us walk fo heavily. © let us be- 
wall this God-diſhonouring Sin, 
this Peace-deſtroying Sin ; and 
let us, who have received ]<ſus 
for our Lord and Saviour, be- 
lieve that he is ours indeed, and 
that we are hrs indeed, and then 
act uur Faith upon him, and oor 

Hearts 
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Hearts ſhall not be troubled. 

©. But may ſome ſay, ?Tis 
true, if Chriſt be ours, - all is 
ours, we believe that ; But how 
ſhall we know that Chriſt is 
ours ? 

A. Briefly thus: If we be 
Chriſt's intirely, and fincerely 
Chriſt's, then Chriſt is ours : / 
am my Belovea's, and my Beloved 
85 mine, Cant. 2. 16. & 6. 3. 
Her being Chriſt's, was a ſure 
evidence to her that Chriſt was 
hers. Now it is not very hard 
to know whoſe we are, whether 
we be Chriſt's or our own, 
Chriſt's or the World's, Chriſt's 
or the Devil's : Let us take a 
little pains in trying and ſearch- 
ing our ſelves, the Matter re- 
quires it; Whoſe are we ? Put 
this Queſtion ſeriouſly to our 
Hearts, .in the ſight of God : 


Whoſe am I ? whoſe Image do 


I bear ? by whoſe Spirit am I 
ated ? who hath my Heart, my 
chief Love and D:light? Have 
we unfeignedly given up our 
{elves to Chriſt ? Have we actu- 
I 4 ally 
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ally entred into Covenant with ] 
him, and taken him for our Head 


and Husband ? Have we paſſed 
over and ſurrendred up our 
whole ſelves to Chriſt, our Souls, 
Bodies, all our Concerns ? Have 
we glven up our Hearts, Heads, 
Tongues, Time, Talents, Eſtates, 
Liberties, Relations, and all to 
Chriſt ? Have we done this fin- 
cerely ? Then we have received 
Chriſt upon his Terms. If we 
be Chriſt's, and not our own, 
and live unto Chriſt, and not to 
our ſelves, Rom. 14. 9. 1 Cor. 6. 
20. Gal, 2. 20. and are content 
that Chriſt ſhould diſpoſe of us 
and ours as he pleaſeth ; and are 
always labouring to be more 
and more like him, and ſtill 
longing for more and more Com- 
munion with him, &c. Then 
may we, upon good Grounds, 
conclude that Chriſt is ours : 
If we be his, he 1s ours. 

Again, if we truly believe in 
Chriſt, then he is oxrs, for it is 
by Faith that we receive him, 
and are united to him, and made 

one 


\ 


| 
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. one with him, Johz x. 12, 13. 
and are by his Spirit and Word 
regenerated, and made new 


Creatures, and are enabled to 


walk after the Spirit, and not 
after the Fleſh, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
Rom. 8. 1,2. He that believerh; 
bath the Witneſs in himſelf, 1 Joh. 
5.10. he need not go far to 
ſeek : Make ſure thy beliey- 
ing in Chriſt, and thou haſt the 
Witneſs in thy ſelf that he is 
thine, and that thou art hs. 

Q. But how ſhall we know 
that we have true Faith, and 


that we do truly believe in 


Chriſt ? 


A. Briefly, thus : If we have - 


been made ſenſible of our loſt 
Condition by Nature, of our 
miſery by Sin, of our Unbelief ; 
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if we have found it an hard 7» 16.8. 
Work to believe; if we have E7-?/. 1. 
been made weary and heavy la- 17> 18- 


den with Sin, fo as to be truly 


willing to part with all Sinz if 2g. 
we have been convinced of our 1 P?t.2.7, 
abſolute need of Chriit, and of 4%. 20. 
his INS Excellency, ” As 

5 11S 
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_ Zo 6.37. his All- ſufficiency, and willingmſ; 

=D 37: to fave us; if Chriſt be moſt 

Mat. 16. . = 

Rog precious to us 1: theſe Con- 

Col.2.6, ViCtions have been powerful in 
us, to drive us from our Selves, 
and the Creature, and Sin, if 
we have herenupon been per- 
fwaded and enabled ſincerely to 


come unto Chriſt upon his Call] 


in the Goſpe], to accept of him 

vpon his Terms, and to receive 

him, as he 1s oftered to us in the 
Goſpelz if our whole Hearts 
70b.r4.6. have opened to him, ang cloſed 
Mat. 11. with him, and we have guven 
Joh 1. 14, VP our whole ſelves entirely to 
7s ® him, and taken him for our or- 
70h.3.16, ly Lord and Saviour, as the on- 
36, ly way to God, and do moſt 
lincerely reſign up our ſelves to 
bis Government, truſting in him 
9079. alone, ard relying upon him for 
AG: 13.9. Life and Righteouſneſs, for 
& 26.18. Grace and Glory, then we do 
6:62:20. believe in- him, then have we 
this true Faith ; which is further 

to be known thus, that it work- 

£th in us true ſincere Love to 

vim, and to all that 1s his, his 

Word, 


_ 
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Word, his People ; your Hearts 
will run out after him, al} your 
Atecttons will center in him. This 
true Faith draws Vertue from 
Chriſt to purify the Heart, and 


work Sanctifcation and Holi- oj Fog 


to realize the Glory of Heaven, 
and to bear us up under all the 
Tronbles in our way thither, as 
in that 11:h to the Hebrews, ena- 
bling us to truſt and betruſt our 
ſelves, our Souls and Bodies, and 
all our Concernments with 
Chriſt ; by this Faith we ſhall 


dt +; 


_ true Repentance , and. enables 9m: 


20, 
you to overcome the World, and <A) 


ftand, by it we walk, by It we ##. to. 
live, and hold on, and hold out 38+ 


in following the Lamb to the end. 
of our Life. 
Now certainly he that thus 
2Heves in Chriſt, hath no cauſe 
of Heart-Trouble, but quietly 
ſubmits to the good Will of his 
God in Chri't, under all the Di- 
ſpenſations of his Providence, 


while he. is here inthis Vale of 
| Tears, 


=» 
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Tears, until he come home to 
his Father's Houſe in Peace, 
where he ſhall meet his deareſt 
Lord, and an hearty welcome, 
O this Faith, this precious Faith 
in Chriſt will conquer all our 
baſe Fears, moderate all our 
worldly Sorrows, eaſe our Minds 
perplexed with earthly Cares, 
and quiet our diſiurbed and, di- 
ſtrated Thoughts about our 
outward Loſſes and Troubles : 
By this Faith we ſhall find all 


our Loſſes made up in God and 


in Chriſt : O then labour for it, 
cry mightily to God for this 
oreat Gift ; cry to Jeſus for it, 
he is the Author and Finiſher of 
it; and labour to act it upon 
him continually,and your Hearts 
{hall not be troubled. 

I dare affirm, that if any thing 
bring Hearts-Eaſe in Heart- 
Trouble, this will do it. So 


- long as our Faith holds up in 


Act and Exerciſe vpon Chriſt, 
we ſjall be free from Heart- 
Trouble ; but when our Faith 
fails, our Heart-Troybles oe 

VAll «& 
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vail : As when ſes lifted up 
his Hands, (and his Heart too 
by Faith ) 1/rael prevailed ; but 
when his Hands were down, A- 
maleck, prevailed. Faith and 
Heart- Trouble are like a pair 
of Ballances, when one goes up, 
the other goes down : Faith is 
the Counter-poize - of Trouble 
of Heart : Believe then in Jcſus, 
act Faith on him, and that will 
prevent or cure Heart- Trouble. 
Continue in. the Faith, and 
your Heart-Troubles will ceaſe 
believe what Chriſt is, and what 
he 1s to us. 

Secondly, Let us believe in 
Chriſt, and believe where he «-. 
As to his Eſſential Preſence, he #. 12 
is in Heaven, at the Father's 22,3 
right Hand, making continual in- 
terceſion for us to the Father. 
He 1 our Advocate with the Fa- 1 Fohn 2; 
ther, pleading our Cauſe, pre- 1 2- 
ſenting, all our Services, perfu- 
med with his own Righteoul- 
neſs, and reſenting and feeling 
our Infirmities , Sorrows and 
Sulterings, ſympatluling wich us ; 

is 
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In all our Afﬀlift:ons he # afjlifled, 
He knows all our Troubles, Tri- 


als, Temptations, Sickneſles, 


Loſles and Miſeries. Jefns him- 


ſelf knew,when he was on Earth, | 


what it was to loſe a Friend ; He 
wept when his Friend Lazarm 
was dead. He 1s a moſt tender- 


hearted Saviour, a moſt merciful 


High-Prieſt : He ſecs and feels 
now in Heaven all the Miſeries 
of his People upon Earth, and 
pleads for them there believe 
this, and let not your Hearts be 
troubled: 

And as to his. Spiritual and 
Providential Preſcnce, he is al- 


ways with his People on Earth: 


He is zn his People, Chrift 5m you 
the Hope of Glory. He is in his 


Word and Ordinances by his 


Spirit, to bleſs them to his Peo- 


ple. Chriſt is All, Col. 3.11. and. | 


#: All, He is All, that is,inſtezd 


of AI, of Father, Mother. Huſ-. 


band, Wife ; of 'Son and Daugh- 
ter ; inſtead of Health, Wealth, 
Liberty, and All to his People 
in him dwclleth all Fulneſs, And he 
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is alſo i» All, be filleth all in all. 
In all his People, he dwells in their 


Hearts by Faith, All our freſh 
Springs are In him: All the 


' Strength, Support, and Com- 


fort we have, comes from him : 
He ts 11 all Providences, be they 
never ſo bitter, fo afflictive, ne- 
yer ſo ſmarting, fo deſtruive 
to our Earthly Comforts, Chriſt 
151n them all ; his Love, his Wiſ- 
dom, his Mercy, his Pity and 
Compaſlion 1s in them all, every 


Cup 1s of his preparing ; it is 


Feſus your beſt Friend, (O ye 


poor Believers) who molt dear- 


Iy loves you ; It is he that died 
for you, that appoints all thoſe 
Proyidences, orders them all, o- 
ver-rules, moderates and fſancti- 
fies them all, and wul {weeten 
themall; and in his due time 


will make them All profitable 


unto you, that you ſhall have 


cauſe one day to praiſe and bleſs 


his Name for them all. O- that 
we could but believe all this, 


and could by Faith look unto 


our Jeſus in all dark Proyidences, 
and 
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and by Faith behold this Jeſus 
managing of them , and believe 
his Love, Wiſdom, Tenderneſ; 
and Faithfulneſs in all; in our 
Sickneſles , Loſles , Priſons, Re- 
ſtraints, &c. then, ſurely our 
Hearts ſhould not be troubled. 
Thirdly, Believe in Chriſt, 
Believe what he hath told us ; 1 
my Fathers Houſe are many Man- 


Fob. 14 3*ſrons ; sf it were not ſo, T would have 


2 
2 


told you : I go to prepare a place for 
you. Let us act Faith upon theſe 
true ſweet ſayings of our dear 


Lord, whois Truth it” ſelf; /z |} 


my Father”s Houſe are many Mane 
fions. In my Father*s Houle ; my 


Fathers, and your Father?s Houſe, 


one Houſe muſt hold us all. 
Joh. 20.17. 1 aſcend to my Fa- 
ther, and your Fathex;, to my God, 
and your God, and it 1s In thit 
Hovuſe which 1s far above all Hca- 
vens, all viſible Elementary Hea- 


Cor, «1, YES) the third Heaven ;. that is, * 
_ >the Father's Houſe, 


That Hole 


net made with hands, whoſe builder 
and maker 1s God, and is Eternal, 
This City cf the living God. This 

| New 
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| New Jeruſalem; there, ſaith 
Chriſt, are many Manſions, many 
Dwellings, many fixed, abidipg, 
laſting, everlaſting Habitations : 
Not Tents and Tabernacles.ſuch Lic n6c3 
as we live in here on Earth, but * 
Manſions, abiding-places. Is not 
this a moſt comfortable Conſide- 
ration to ſuch poor Saints, as 
have here on Earth no certain 
dwelling-places, not an Houſe 
of their own wherein to lay their 
Heads, but are forc'd to remove 
from place to place, ſtill ſeek- 
ing an Habitation, baniſhed from 
Family and Friends, from Re- 
lations. and Acquaintance z ſome 
caſt into Priſons, ( while others 
dwell ſafely in their own Hou- 
ſes, and none to make them a- 
fraid,) and others expoſed to 
much hardſhip and danger ; 1 
ſay, this is good news to them, 
That in their Father's Houſe are 
many Manſions ; there are eyer- 
laſting Habitations ready to re- 
ceive them, made ready for 
them 3 from which, when once 


they are entred, they ſhall —_ E 
E 
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be caſt out more : from whence 
there ſhall be no more any re- 
move for ever. When once their 
earthly Houſe of this Taberns- 
cle is broken down, they ſhal 
poſleſs that Houſe, not made with 
hanas. eternal in the Heavens. Lit 
us then by Faith often look 1nto 
the Father's Houſe, and view, 


that are there ; and let us a 
Hope alſo, that ſhortly we ſhal 
polleſs that Place, and enjoy-that 
bleſſed State : The believingfre- 
quent Proſpects of that place, 
will prevent our Heart-trouble, 
or cure lt. 

If it were not ſo, I would haw 
told you, ſaith our Lord: 1 


there were not ſuch a bleſkd 
State, and glorious Place for you 
my Diſciples in the other World, 
after all your Sufferings in thy, 


I would have told you ſo : Fort 


I have told of the many Trot 
bles you muſt endure in this 
World ; and for your ſupport 
and comfort, | am now telling 
you, what good things you ſhall 

{hortly 
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ſhortly enjoy above in my Fa- 
ther's Houſe ; where is all Joy, 
Peace , Reſt and Conſolation : 
There are many Manſions, no 
Priſons, Chains, nor Fetters, but 
glorious Dwellings, enough to 
hold all the Saints that ever 
were, and that ever ſhall be in 
the World, where they ſhall en- 
joy full and free Communion 
with the Bleſſed Trinzy, and 
with one another ; perfect Lt- 
berty, without any Reſtraint or 
remove for ever : Believe this, 
and let not your Hearts be tron- 
bled. 

I go to prepare a Place for you. 
I have purchaſed this moſt Glo- 
rious Place for you,by my Blood ; 
I have promiſed it toyouz now 
I go away to take poſſeſſion of 1t 
for you,in your Name and Stead : 


.|O what an Heart-comforting , 


and Heart-eaſing Conſideration 
ſhould this be to us poor Belle- 
vers, That cur Lord went from 
Earth to Heaven, on purpoſe to 
prepzrea Place in Heaven for us, 


to poſſeſs it in our Name and 
| ſtead> 
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ſtead ; and in the mean time, he 
is preparing us by his Word and 
Spirit, by Afﬀictions and Dclive- 
rances for that glorious Place! 
Hence he 1s called , our Fore- 
runner, who 1 for us entred into 


that within the Vail: So that, as 


ſure as Chriſt himſelf aſcended, 
and went into the Higheſt Hea- 
vens, ſo ſure ſhall all his Diſci- 
ples, all true Believers aſcend, 
and enter into Heaven alſo ; be- 
cauſe he went thither himſelf, 
to prepare Heaven for them, by 
taking Polleſſion of it in his Hu- 
mane Nature for us, as our 
Head and Saviour. God hath pre- 
pared for them a City. Heaven, 
and heavenly Glory is ſaid to be 


Matth. 25. prepared: A Kingdom prepared 


34- 


Heb.11,25 rings In the way thither ; and if 
we could kcep the Eye of our 
4. Faith upon that Recompence of 
16,17, 18, Reward, that far more 
an 


2 Cor, 


from the Foundation of the World. 


If we could believe, that Chriſt 
hath prepared a Place in Heaven 
for us, and that Heaven will 
make amends for all our Suffe- 


> 


wh 
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and eterna! weight of Glory , We j 
ſhould bear up bravely under all | 
our Sufferings, and not have our 1 
Hearts troubled. , 
Let usthen look more Heaven- ,,., _ fi 
ward, more to our Fathers "370? i | 
ations more in Heaven, and /et cv.;. x, 2, 
or AﬀeCtions more upon things 3. 
above ;, upon that bleſſed State 
and Place above; and know , 
That when Chrift,, who is our Life, 
ſhall appear, we ſhall appear with 
bim in Glory. Believe this, and 
be comforted. 
Certainly we are too much 
taken up with, and too ſollici- 
tous about our earthly Taber- 
nacles, theſe Houſes of Clay, 
whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, | 
cruſhed before the Moth : We F 
are always minding the Diſea- F: 4 
ſs, Diſtempers and Dangers of | 
our Bodies, thoſe old crazy tot- 
tering Houſes, the Priſonsof our 
Souls : we mind Earthly Places 
too much , but too little thoſe 
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heavenly Places in Chriſt Jeſus, F1b. 2:6- 


where we ſhall ſhortly fit with 
him. 


him. Were we more heavenly. 


you comfortleſs: For when | am 
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minded, we ſhould be more free 
from Heart-trouble , and diſ- 
quictneſs of mind. 

Laſtly; To prevent and cure 
all our Heart-trouble; Let us la- 
bour to believe, what Chrilt 
bath promsſed here in the Text: 
Verſe 3. 1 will come again, and 
receive you to my ſelf, that whereI1 
am, ye may be alſo. Moſt ſweet 
and comfortable Promiſes ! 

1 will come again. So ver.18, 
I will come again ;, 1 wall not leave 


abſent from you, in reſpect of my 
bodily Preſence, 1 will ſend the 
Comforter to you, that jhall abide 
with you for ever. And | my felt 
will come again unto you : you 
ſhall not long be without my 
Company. Tho' Chriſt ſeems to 
withdraw and hide his Face from 
his People, it ſhall be but a little 
moment. J/a. 54. 7, 8. He will 
return again and have Mercy; 
yea, with everlaſting kindneſs wil 


he return. 41 will come again; 


I will- not ſtay long from you, 
my 


'm 
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my Heart is ſtill towards you, 
while I am abſent, therefore 1 
will come quickly, Rev. 3.11. 
| will come to you with niy 
Meſſenger Death ;, tho? it be the 
King of Terrours in it ſelf, and a 
grim Porter;, yet, by my co- 
ming with it, it ſhall be to you 
the King of Comforts : I will 
come with it, by my Spirzr, to 
ſtrengthen you to look it in the 
Face, to apply toyou the virtue 


take out the Sting of it ; and 1 
will come to you by my Angel., 
to ſecure your Souls through the 
Region of Devils, into my Fa- 
ther's Houſe. If Death did come 
alone to us, it would be terrible 
to us indeed, irs ghaſtly Counte- 
nance would affright us; but 
here 1s the Comfort, That Chriſt 
our deareſt Lord, wi!l come with 


*K} Death, to ſweeten it to us, and 


ſupport us under it. This pre- 
vented David's fear, Pſal. 2 3. 4. 


of my Death, and thereby to 


When I walk thorow the valley of 
1| the ſhadow of Death, I will fear 
mo Evil , for thou art with me. 
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O welcome Death ! when Chriſt 
comes with it. This bitter Cup, 
of which we mult all drink, is 


brought to us by the hand of | 


our deareſt Lord : This laſt 
ſtroke is given by the hand of 
Love; it isa taking us home to 
our Father's Houſe ; This laſt 
Enemy hath Chriſt conquered 
for us ; becauſe his Children are 
partakers of Fleſh and Blood, He 
likewife took part of the ſame, that 
through Death (that is, his own 
Death ) he might deſtroy bim that 
had the power of Death , that us, 
the Devil, and deliver them, who 
through fear of Death, were all 
their life time ſubjeft to Bondage. 
Jeſus knew what Death was, he 
himſelf had the Pangs of Death 
upon him: Sin the Sting of 
Death was laid on him ; and the 
Law, which is the ſtrength of 
Sin, the Curſe of the Law was 
upon him : but now for us, who 
believe in Jeſus, the ſting and 
ſtrength of Death is taken out, 
and when we die, we ſhall die in 


| 


| 
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| on and Communion with Jeſus ; 


we ſhall fall aſleep in the Bleſſed 
Arms of our dear Redeemer. He 
will come then to, keep us Com- 
pany, through that dark Entry 
(Death), into the Father's 
Houſe : His. Angels ſhall carry 
our Souls-into Abrahams Boſom, 
yea, into the Father's Boſom.- O 
that we would make fure of our 
Union with Chriſt ; and then let 
us believe;that he will come with 
Death, to tranſlate our Souls out 
of theſe Earthly Tabernacles, 
theſe Priſon-Houles, theſe Hou- 
ſes of Bondage ( wherein our 
poor Souls have been fetter'd 


| and chain'd, cloy*d and clog'd 
with Corruptions and Tempta- Rm.8.23. 
tions, : kept at a diſtance, and 2 Cor. 5.25 
abſent from the Lord, and: in 435 


which they have been groaning gs * 


for deliverance) into the glori- 


ous Liberty of the Sons of God, in 
their. Father's Houſe, ard ſhall 
. ever be-mith the Lord. - | 


- Secondly; 1 wi{l receive you to 


my ſelf : O ſweet;Rromiſe. This - 
1s all the Hope, all the Deſire, all 
| K 


the 
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the Longing, Thirſting, Breath- 
ing of poor Believers, viz. that 
Chriſt Loney take them to'him- 


ſolf. This is the Sam of all thelt |! 
Prayers and Eabours, thar they | 


ay be fitted for Chriſt,and then 
that Chriſt vld take them to 
himſelf. et, ſaith *Chrift, 
work ind wait a little longer, 


do; and -fuffer 'a little mor?; 
att your Faith and Patience a fy 


tle longer, and I wilt come 50 


you, 'and rake you home to my 
Fel, where your Souls fhalt be at 


Reft - for Ever. , The Saints, | 


While they: are Neb, at home in 
the Boa, they are abſent from the 
Low; . they ſee but in part, 
darkly, and know but in parts 


a little, - a very little of Go 


; i Chriſt. O how fweet are a few 


Drops,a few Glimpſes and Gtan- 


' ces of Divine Love now to. a 


poor Soul; the leaft Caſt of 
Chriſt's Eye, the leaſt Beam of 


his Loving-kindnefs, the feaſt 
* Intimation of his Fayonr, the 
15 Goodnefs, ' _ | 


leaſt Hint-of 


| 
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refreſhing. to' a' poor Believer ? 
But when Chriſt ſhall: receive 
them to himſelf, they ſhall then 1 7obn 4. 
ſee him as he #, ſhall be like hin. 2,3. 
and ſhall be ſatiefied with his Likg- P/-17-15. 
neſs - Fhen fhall they ſee him, 
whom their Souls love, Face to 
Face : and then: will Jeſus open 
to them) all: the Treaſures of his 


laſting Confolatiort : They ſhafl 7/. 15. 
then be admitted info the glori- _ 
ous Preſetice' of the great God, 

7 ardonr Saviour Jeſus-Chriſt,- ir: 

| | whoſe Preſence'is fulneſs of Foy, ard 

at: whoſe right Hand ave Pleafuves 

for ever-more. When the Worll 

ſhall caſt chem ont, and their Ha- 

' | bitations ſhall caſt them ont;- and 

| ſhall know theri- no more 34 yea, 

when their Houſes-of Clay' ſhall 

be broken down and diſlolved, 

| and can: hold them: no longer, 

0 then-will: Jeſus, bleſſed Jeſus; 7e- 

ceive themtobinſelf: Then ſhall 

they be- folemnly married tb 

their. glorions Bridtgroom, the 

' | King of Heaven's Son, the Prince 

of the' Kings of the- Earth, He 
K 2 will 
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will receive them to himſelf, he 
w1ll take them for his Bride, em- 
brace them in his everlaſting 
Arms, and lay them in his 
bleſſed Boſom for ever and ever. 
I will receive you to my ſelf, into 
the neareſt Union and Commu- 
nion with my felf ; and there- 
fore be not unwilling to part 
with your dear Relations ; be 
not afraid to be ſeparated from 
your Bodies, your old Friends ; 
for when theſe earthly Taber- 


.nacles are diflolved, immediate- 


ly I will receive you to my. ſelf, 


Phil x. 23: which is beſt of all. You ſhall then 


enjoy the Fruits of all my Suf- 
ferings, Death, Reſurrection, 
Aſcenſion and Interceſſi 10n, and 


the Fruits of all your own La- | 


bours, Prayers, Tears, and Suf- 
ferings ; and ſhall find that lam | 


faithful in making good all my 


Promiſes, and that your Labour 
was not In vain in. the Lord; 

then ſhall there be no more any 
diſtance between you and me for 


ever. Comfort your ſelves, and | 
comfort one another with theſe | 


words 3 
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| words ; Believe this, and let not 


your Hearts be troubled. 
— Thirdly, That where I am, ye 


* maybe alſo: And what more can 


be deſlwed ? Where is Chriſt, 


but at the right Hand of the Ma- Hib.t2.2. 


Jeſty on bigh, far above all Prin- 
Cipalities and Powers, far above all 
Heavens; there ſhall you be al- 
ſo. O admirable, aſtoniſhing 
Dignity, that bleſſed Jeſus will. 
advance his poor Saints unto at 
that Day ! This -high and won- 
derful Honour ſhall all his Saints 
have ; they ſhall now' receive 
the Kingdom prepared for them, 
and that Crown of Glory, of 
Righteouſneſs and of Life, which 
Chriſt hath purchaſed for them, 
perfectly freed now from all Sin 
and Sorrow, and ſtated in an 
unchangeable ſtate of Happineſs 
and Bleſledneſs. What cauſe 
have we then to grieve for our 
dear Relations, whom Chriſt 
hath taken to himſelf, and pla- 
ced in the Fathers Houſe, who 


are now ſitting at his right Hand 
K 3 in 
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in Glory, and ſinging Halelu- 
Jahr? And cayld we but firmly 


believe theſe Promiſes of our 


Lord, and act our Faith in medi- 
tating fixedly on them, and on 
Jeſus jn them, applying and 
appropriating them, and Chriſt 
in them, to our own Souls, cons 


hidering and pondering on them, 


until our Hearts be warmed, 
and our Aﬀettions ſtirred and 
kindled with them, afting alſo 
Hope, Loye, Joy, Deſire, De- 
Iight, Hynger, Thirſt, Pant- 
ing, Breathing ; pouring out 
our Hearts in Prayer to Gad for 
his Spirit, to bring home theſe 
Promites to our Souls in Power, 
fixing them ypon our Hearts,and 
a&iping vs to lay hold on them, 
and upon Chriſt in them, and 
reſigning up our whole Souls to 
Chriſt in them, ſedfaſtly rely- 
ing on his Goodneſs and Faith- 
fulneſs, and truiting in-him ; I 
ſay, could we but do ſo, and in 
the ſtrength of God betruſt our 
whole ſelyes,& all our gre 

thus 


fn HDeart-Trouble, 19% 


- { thus with Chriſt, and live in the 
' | lively Exerciſes of Faith thus 
on.God, and on Chriſt, we 
| ſhould find this to be Hearts- 


' { Eaſeto us inall our Heart-Trou- | i 
| ble. Behold, T lay in Sion 4 chief if 


Corner-Stone, Elelt, Preciows ; 
and he that beligveth in-him;. ſhall 
nat be-confounged, 1 Pet, 3. 6. 


Let all Heart-Trouble ceaſe, 
Let novught diſturb your Peace, 
. WhoFaithin God profeſs, 
. "And in his Son no leſs. 


For in the Father's Houſe 
Are many Manſions ſweet, -. 
Chriſt hath prepar'd for us,. 
When we for them made mcet. 


"THE END: I; 
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ag > may be demanded, That 
baving -heard the Excel- | 
lency and uſefulneſs of this Sove- 
raign Medicine to cure Heart-Trou- 
ble, namely, Faith in God and in 
Chrift :, Can you tell us how we 
may get this ' Faith * and what | 
means we ſhall uſe to obtain it ? 
Anſmw. | ſhall endeavour, by 
the ' help of God's Spirit, and 
Scripture-Light, to dire& you 
herein, and as briefly as I may. 


R 
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Dire. IT. Firſt, You muſt be convinced 
of your Unbelief, of the great- 
neſs of the Sin of Untelef and 
of your abſolute need of Faith : 
Of theſe three things you muſt 
be fully convinced. 

' + 1, -Of your Unbelief; for moſt 
People think they have Faith, 
and that they never were with- 

out 


eee a i CEC 


= 3 os 


* fnHeart-Trouble. 
out it, and therefore labour not 
for it. Pray earneſtly therefore 


that the Holy Spirit may be ſent 
into your Hearts to work this 


Convictionin you,for it's his pro- 


per Work, John 16. 8. to con- 
vince the World of Si, becauſe 


they believe not 07 me, ſaith our 


Lord : this is the great Sin, the 


damning Sin of the World, their 


not believing on Chriſt, Now that 
we may be convinced, that by 
Nature we have no Faith, let us 
conſider theſe Scriptures, Epneſ. 
2. 1,2,12. and that until we 
are regenerate and born again, 
we have no Faith, is evident 
from Fohn 1. 12, 13- there, be- 


| lieving in Chriſt, and Regenera- 


tion, are tnſeparably joined to- 
gether; As 15. 9. & 26. 18. 
& 20. 21. From which Scrip- 


tures it- is moſt evident, that ſuch 
as are Strangers tothe -Heart-pu- 


rifying, the Heart-ſanctifying 
Work of Faith, have no Faith ; 
if we have not truly repented, 


' nor | know any ſaying Change 
- wrought in us, -and upon-yus, by 
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the Spirit of God ; for certain, 
what-ever we think, we have no 
true Saving-Faith, it is but a 
Fancy : of this then we mult be 
tully convinced, and muſt moſt 
heartily beg the help of the Spi- 
rit £0 convince us. 
2. Of the greatneſs of the 
Sin of Unbelief, ic binds the 
Guilt of all other Sins upon us; 
it is Diſobedience and Rebellion a- 
gainſt the great God ; for. he 
commands us to believe, 1 John 
3. 21. and by our. Unbelief, we 
make God a Liar, 1 John 5. 10. 
O horrible Wickedneſs! And, 
3. We muſt be convinced alfo 
of our abſolute need of Faith, 
. we muſt needs have it, or we 
muſt periſh. Without Faith it 
1s 1-mpoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. 
11. 6. Without it we cannot 
be the Children of God, Jobs 1. 
12. Gal. 3.26. without it we 
can haye »o pardon of Sin, As 
10. 43. Rom. 3. 25. John 8, 24. 
And in what. a dangerous Caſe 
are we, ſolong as we lic vader 
the guilt of all our Sins ? With- 
. Out 


ww 
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| out Faith we are not reconciled to 


God, nor juſtified, Rom, 3. 22: 
& 5.1, Nor can we be ſan#i- 
fied, Afts 26, 18. 2 The: 2. 13. 
No acceſs to God but by Faith, 
Rom. 5,2. Epheſ. 2, 18. No li- 
ving the Life of Religion, nor 
bearing up under Afiction, nor 
ho!ding out to the End without 
Faith, Heb. x1. No Salvation, 


nor Eternal Life without it, 


Epbeſ. 2, 18. Job. 3. 16, 36. Heb. 
10. aft. Of all theſe things we 
muſt be convinced, if ever we 
will have Faith. 
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Secondly ; If we would have Div. 11, 


Faith, we muſt diligently ſearch. 


the Scriptures, read the Goſpel, 


.8ttend on the reading and 
preaching of the Goſpel for this 
\ yery exd, that we may get Faith 
- by it : k, fay, for this. very end, 


certalnly >: that :ſhoyuld be our 


 End'in reading and in hearing 


the Word, which was. God's 
End in - publiſhing of it ; now 


. this was his End in publiſhing of. 


it, John 2.0, 21. Rom:16, 25, 26. 
Rom, 
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upon. our attendance' on the 


Hearts-Eaſe 
Rom. 10.17. AAs 13. 48: Ephe/. | 
1. 13. This is the ordinary 
Means appointed by God, to 
work Faith in the Souls of Men, 
as appears by Ats 2. 42. and \ 
4. 4. and 11. 20, 21. and many 
more. There are few that read, 
and hear the Word for this Eza, 
and therefore get no Faith by 
It. 

Now that the Word read, and 
heard, may be effectual to work 
this precious, this moſt neceſla- | 
ry. Grace of Faith in us, there 
are ſome things Antecedent, ſome $ 
Concomitant, and ſome Conſequent 


Word, and our uſe of it. 
[! 


Firſt; Some things Antece- 
dent, are necellary ; 
(1.) Preparation ;, For want of 


this the Word moſt times:proves 


ineffetual. It is: the empty, 
hungry-Soul that reliſheth- and * 
taketh in this Food, Fam. 1. 21. 
1 Pet. 2,1, Mat. 13.22. uſually 
our Succeſs Is according to our 
preparatioh 3 as in Prayer, P/al. | 
LQs::1 


| 


in Heart-Trouble, 
10, 17. compare'2 Chron. 1 2.1 4. 
with 2 Chron. 19. 3. make Con- 
{ſcience then of preparation. 

(2.) Prayer * Pour out your 
Hearts to God in Prayer for: a 
Bleſſing onithe Word, that you 
read or hear.  O, lift up a Cry 
'to God, and ſay, Lord, make 
this Word effeftual to work 
Faith in my Soul, &c. 

' (3.) Earneſt Deſire and Ex- 
petation of meeting God in the 
' Word, and of his bleſſing on it : 
if we expect nothing from it, 
no wonder if we receive no- 
thing : there is @ fulneſs of Blef- 
ſing in the Goſpel, Rom. 15. 29. 
:We ſhould bring hungry and 
thirſty Souls after God, the Li- 
ving God, as Pſal. 63. 1,2, 3. 
and 84. 1,2. God filleth the Hun- 
gry with good things, LuK.1.53. 


Secondly ; - Some things are 

. Concomitant : As, | | 

. _ (1,.) Wemuſt read and hear it 
a4 the Word of God, and not as the 

' Word of | Man,' 1 Theſl. 2. 13. 

 AF5 40-33. and we” muſt -ac- 
E. 


knowleds 
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Reaſon whiy moſt profit ſp little 


vearts-Cale 


knowledg God's Authority in | 


It. 


(2. .) Receive i it with Meeknefs. 
opening-our Hearts to ity. and. 


give 1; the moſt tender enter- 
tainment, i Fam. I. 21. 

Ov With Love,, readineſs of 
Mind, and gladnefs of Heart, 
2 Theſſ.2. 10, As 2. 41. 

(4.) With Faith, giving cre- 
dit to it, believin ng it to be the 
Word of God, Heb. 4. 2. 

(5.) We muſt be carefulto re- 
member it : See what great ſtreſs 
1s laid upon our remembring, 
1 Cor, 15. 2, Our Salvation lies 
_ n it, P/al. 119, 11. Lovethe 

ord, for Love is the At of 
Memory. 

(6.) Prayer muſt be added a- 
gain for a Bleſſing, wy, 

Thirdly ; Some things muſt 
be done afterward alſo. As, 


1, Meditation upon what you. 


have heard and read'; for want 


of this uſually all i is loſt. 1an 


perſwaded, this is one, great 


by 
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i Heart-Trouble, 
by the Word, becauſe they make 


| no Conſcience of Meditation ; 


they hear and read, but never 
think more onitafterwards : So 
Preaching, Hearing, Reading, 
and all loſt ; and Souls, and Heg- 
ven, and all loſt, For God's 
ſake then, whoſe Word you 
read and hear, and for your 
own Souls ſake, if you are not 
willing they fhould periſh for 
want of Faith, make Conſci- 
ence of Meditation on the Word, 
Pſal. 1.2, and 119. 97. if ever 
you get good by the Word, me- 
ditate upon It. 

(2.) Application of it z take 
it home to your ſelves, Fob 5. 27. 
Let it fink down - into your 
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Hearts, ſaith Chriſt ; it muſt be ' 


an ingrafted Word, you muſt 
receive it into your Hearts, and 
not into your Heads only, 2 Cor. 
4. 6. your Hearts muſt be joined 
to it, and mix'd with it- 

(3.) Prattice - Yielding up 
our ſelves to the Government of 
it, making it the Standard and 
Rule of our whole Converſa- 

£100. 
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-Hearts-Eaſe | 
mw. 10.17. Als 13. 48: Epheſ. 
- 13. This Its the ordinary 
dns appointed by God, to 
work Faith in the Souls of Men, 


as appears by As 2. 42. and ( 


4. 4. and 11. 20, 21. and many 
more. There are few that read, 
and hear the Word for this End, 
and therefore get no Faith by 
It. 
Now that the Word read, and 

heard, may be effetual to work 

this precious, this moſt neceſla- | 
ry. Grace of Faith'in us, there 
are ſome things Antecedent, ſome 
Concomitant, and ſome Conſequent 


upon our attendance on the 


Word, m_ our uſe of it. 


Fir; Some things Avters- 
dent, are necellary ; 
(1. ) Preparation ;, For want of 


this the Word moſt times:proves 


ineffetual. It- 1is' the :empty, | 


bungry-Soul that reliſheth and | 


taketh in this Focd, Fam. 1. 21. 
1 Pet. 2,1. Mat. 13.22. uſually 


our Succeſs 1s according to our | 


preparatioh 3' as in Prayer, P/al. | 


430, 


in Heart-Trouble, 
10, 17. compare '2 Chron.1 2.1 4. 
with 2 Chron. 19. 3. make Con- 
ſcience then of preparation. 
(2.) Prayer + Pour out your 
Hearts to God in Prayer for- a 


Bleſſing on'the Word, that you 
read or hear. O, lift up a Cry 


to God, 'and ſay, Lord, make 
this Word effetual to work 
Faith in my Soul, &c. 


-  (3.) Earneſt Deſire and Ex- 


petation of -meeting God in the 


' Word, and of his bleſſing on it : 


if we expect nothing from it, 
no wonder if we receive no- 
thing : there Is a fulneſs of Blef- 


ſing in the Goſpel, Rom. 15. 29. 
'We ſhould bring hungry and 


thirſty Souls after God, the Li- 
ving God, as Pſal. 63. 1,2, 3. 
and 84. 1,2. God filleth the Hun- 
gry with good things, Luk. 1.53. 


Secondly ; - Some things are 

: Concomitant : AS, | 

 _ (1.) Wemuſt read and hear it 
ai the Werd of God, and not ns the 

' Word of Man, 1 Theſl. 2. 13. 

" ARS 40-33. and we” muſt -ac- 


knowleds 
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Reaſon why moſt profit ſp little 


pearts-Caſe 
knowledg God's Authority in 


it. 
+ 5 .) Receive it with Meeknefs, 


opening-our Hearts to i. and. 


give 1; the moſt tender: enter- 
tainment, i Fam. 1. 21. 

Ov With Love,, readineſs of 
Mind, . and gladnefs - Heart, 
2 The: 2.10, Mis 2, 4 

(4) With Faith, þ- Cre- 
dit tO it, believin ng it to be the 
Word of God, Heb. 4. 2. 

(5.) We muſt be carefulto re- 
member it : See what great ſtreſs 
1s laid upon our remembring, 
1 Cor, 15. 2. Our Salvation lies 
upon it, P/al. 11g, 11. Love the 

ord, far Love is the Ad of 
Memory. 

(6.) Prayer muſt be added a- 
gain for a Bleſſing, | 

f 

Thirdly ; Some things muſt 
be done afterward alſo. As, 

1, Meditation upon what you 
have heard and read'; for want 


of this uſually all i Is loſt. 1an 


perſwaded, this is one, great 


by 
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by the Word, becauſe they make 
! no Conſcience of Meditation ; 
they hear and read, but never 
think more on itafterwards : So 
| Preaching, Hearing, Reading, 

and all loſt ; and Souls, and Heg- 
ven, and all loſt, For God's 
ſake then, whoſe Word you 
read and hear, and for your 
own Souls ſake, if you are not 
willing they ſhould periſh for 
want of Faith, make Conſci- 
ence of Meditation on the Word, 
PſA. 1.2, and 119. 97. if ever 
you get good by the Word, me- 
ditate upon 1t. | 

(2.) Application of it ; . take 
it home to your ſelves, Fob 5. 27. 
Let it fink down into your 


Hearts, ſaith Chriſt ; it muſt be ' 


an ingrafted Word, you muſt 
receive it into your Hearts, and 
not into your Heads only, 2 Cor. 
4. 6. your Hearts muſt be joined 
to it, and mix'd with it. 

(3.) Prattice : Yielding up 
our ſelves to the Government of 
it, making it the Standard and 
Rule of our whole Converſa- 

£100. 
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tion. We muſt be doers of the 


Word, and not bearers only, leſt we 


deceive our own Souls, Jam. 1. 22. 
1 Pet. 1.22. Mat. 7. 22, 24+. And 


in obſerving thefe Scripture. 


Rules here laid down, in the 
careful and conſcientious uſe of 
God's Word after this manner, 
you may not doubt but the Holy 
Spirit of God will work with 
the Word of God, to make it 


' effeftual to work this moſt pre- 
cious Grace of Faith in us, 
whereby to believe in God and 
"18 Chriſt, to the Conſolation and 


eternal Salvation- of our Souls : 
But if we negleCt the Means God 


' hath ordained to get Faith, and 


|. 
| 

Y 
EN 


for want of it, die in our Sins, | 


and periſh eternally, our De- 
ftruction will be of our ſelves. 


Thirdly; Would we have 
Faith ?' let us engage our whole 
Souls. in the deep and ſerious 


conſideration of the infinite, un- 


ſpeakable, unconceivable Love 


' of God the Father, in this, the 
: higheſt and fulleſt demonſtration | 


of 


| 
' 
| 
| 


. 


j 
| 
[ 


' 
[ 


in Heart-Trouble. 
of it, in giving his Son, his' on- 
ly begotten-Son, to be a Sin-O& 


fering, a, Sacrifice, a Ranſom 


for poor Sinners, and that for 
this very end and purpoſe, that 
we poor Sinners might believe 
in him, and by believing, might 
not periſh, but might have Eter- 
nal Life. I pray read and pon- 
der upon the following Texts, 
and let your moſt ſerious 


Thoughts fix on them, and me- 
ditate on them, 1/a. 53. through- 
.out ; Fobn.3. 16,17. Rom. 3.25. 
"Rom, 5.8, 10. Prov. 8, 30. Col. 


I. 12,13. 2 Cor. 5. 19, 20,21: 
Rom. 8. 3. & $. 32. with many 
other, which for brevity ſake I 
cannot tranſcribe : If we can 


but believe this wonderful Love 


of God the Father, in giving his 
dear Son to be a Surety, a Sm- 
Offering, to lay all our Imquitves 
07 bim ; that he was pleaſed to 
bruiſe, .bim, and. put bim to grief 


for us; and conſider, and medi- 


tate upon the Heighth and Depth, 
the Breadth and Length of this 


immenſe, incomprehenſible a 
0 


oy 
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of God in giving his Son, and 
that on purpoſe, that we might 
believe in him, and by believing 
might have Eternal Life ; I ſay, 


_ It will greatly help.us to believe 


im his Son, to accept of this his 


unſpeakable Gift, and to receive 


Prov. 8. 
30, 31. 


_ himas he is offered ro us in the 


__ | EE EE. 
' Moreover; let vs alſo conſidet 
of, and deeply meditate upon 
the tranſcendent Love of the Son 
of God himſelf; who, though 


he were the” Delight of his Fa- | 


Ther, 'and lay in the<Boſor of his 


Father, evetr then his Delsghts | 


were with the Sons of Men, then 
was. his Heart full of Love to 
poor Sinners; and his Love 

rovght him down from Heaven 
to Earth, to aſſume Humane Na- 
ture,to take ypon him all the Sins 
of his People, to bear them on his 
Soul & Body,in the Garden;there 


torating great drops of Blood,and 


on the Croſs, there pouring out 
his Heart-Blood, made a Curſe, 


endured the full meaſure of the 


Wrath of God due for Sin, ing 
; C- 


in ÞDeart-Trouble. 


Poxilip. 2. 6, 7, 8. Luke 22. 44. 
Gal. 2.20. He loved us, and 
| gave himſelf for us : Loved ws, 
| 14 Waſhed us from onr Sins in bis 
Blood, Rev. 1. 6. 1 Pet. 1. 18. 
I Pet.2.24. Gal.3.13. Tit. 2.14. 
— But while I am writing theſe 
things, I cannot but conceive an 
Indignation againſt my ſelf, 'and 
heartily wiſh, I were filled with 


| rit, that having read and heard 
| fa often of the ſurpaſſing. Love 

of God the Father, in giving his 
| Son ;, and ſo often of the un- 
, ſpeakable Love of Jeſus, and to 

be no more affected with it, no 
more ſenſible of it; to have my 
Aﬀe&ions -no more ſtirred and 
| moved, no more quickned and 
| warmed : Alas, my dead Heart, 
my Adamantine Heart! Lord, 
| ſprinkle it with that Blood, Lord 
" ſhed abroad that Love of thine 
| upon my Heart abundantly by 
| the Holy Ghoſt; Lord Jefns,ma- 
' nifeſt thy Love to me, that I 
' may love thee. I am aſhamed 


and- 


became the Ranſom of Souls, : 


ſhame, forrow,and grief of Spi- 
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Fob.6. 37. 
& 9. 37. 
Mat. 11. 
28, 29. 
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and pained for want of Love to 
God, to Jeſus; O that I could 
believe thy Love to my Soul, 
then 1 ſhould not chuſe but love 
thee. Lord, I believe, help my | 
Unbelief, The conſideration of 
this Love of God, andof Chriſt, 
1s a means to! work Falth ; try 
mY pray you, and you will find 
It 10. 
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 Fourthly ; Improve and act 
the Hiſtorical Faith you have, | 
on the Doctrines, Promiſes, and 
Thbreatnings in the Goſpel,which 
you profeſs you do believe. | 
Act the Faith you have on the | 
DoCctrines of the Goſpel, the | 
Promiſes of Reſt for your Souls, ' 
Pardon for your -Sins, Life and | 


| 


"Righteouſneſs, Grace and Glo- | 


2 Theſſ. r. 
9, 10. 


ry made to thoſe that believe in 
Chriſt, and to none elſe. Be- | 
lieve and think what Heaven is, + 
that ſtate of infinite Bleſledneſs, 

in the ſeeing and enjoying the 
Bleſſed God to all Eternity : 
Believe what Eternal Life 1s, | 


Eternal Glory 3 and believe alſo 
what 


cr 
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voided, but only by believing in 


11 Heart-Trouble. 213 | 
what Hell is, ſeparation from | 
God ; Go ye Curſed into Ever- | 
laſting Fire ;, Lakes of Fire and 
Brimſtone, everlaſting Death, 
the Wrath of God, Damnation ; 
and ſeeing you profeſs that you 
believe all this, then belieye al- 
ſo and conſider it well, that nei- 
ther is Heaven's infinite Happi- 
neſs to be attained, nor Hell's 
unſpeakable Miſery to be a- 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Johr 3. 
I6, 175 36. John 8. 24-+ 


Fifthly z Would you have pj8, y. 
Faith ? then ſeek it diligently ; 
pray, O pray for it as for your 
Lives, cry mightily to . God for 
it, pour out your Hearts to 
God in Prayer for it; pray 4 
continually for Faith , pray | 
without ceaſing, be importu- | 


nate with God for it, go all 


Day and Night panting and | Fa 
breathing after it, O that God J | 
would give me Faith! Go to {\ 


Jeſus alſo for it, cry to him, for 


he is the Author as well as the 
Obje&t 
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Object of it, Heb. 14. r, 2. It 
tt the Gift of God, O pray 
for it. 


Laſtly; Confkder ferioully , 
and often, how wonderful wik 
ling. God ks that you ſhontd: be- 
lieve: i: Chriſt, as you have 
heard; and how much he 1s dif- 
pleaſed with: thofe that will not 
believe m hum ;. and: how dread- 
fully he hath threacned: theny, as 
Rev. 21. $- Alfo conſider how 


exceeding willing Jeſus. Chriſt 


himſelf is, that poor Sinners 
ſhould come to him, and believe 
in him; how fweetly he calls 
them,. how freely he: offers hin- 


ſelf,,, and All: he: By: to them: be 


they never for bad, never fo vile 
and wicked;: Ho, euery one that 
thirfteth, Ia. 55. 1. they that 
haveno Worthineſs.in:them, no* 
thing but Sin and. Miſery, Fohn 


6. 37: 66.7% 37: Rev. 3. 18. & © 


21... O, fet your Hearts: to 
the-conſideration of: the incom- 


parable unparallePd Love of Je- 


ſus, in dying that.curſed Death 


of 


+ 


. 
L __ I een 
_ : 
tt 
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of the Croſs for Sinners : Con- 
Ader and. meditate, hold your 
Hearts to it, until your Hearts 


| be affected with his Love, his 


Love that paſſeth the. Love of 
Women, Love paſling Under- 


ſtanding 3 and conſider how well 


be deſerves; and: how much be 
cballengeth. your Love. Conſider 
Qnce agatn, what a moſt lovely 
Perſon Jeſus. is, who is altoge- 
ther lovely, the Brightneſs of his 
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Heb. 1. 3. 


Mat. 28. 


Father's Glery, im whom dwells all 1g. 


Fulneſs, and in whom 1s all 
Power in Heaven and Earth; and 
labour to affect your Hearts with 
his moſt admirable Excellencies, 
and then come unto him weary 
and heavy laden with your Sins, 
willing to part with them all ;z 
give up your: whole ſelves to 
him,givehim your whole Hearts, 
and take him for your Head and 


/ Husband, for your only Lord 


and Saviour 3 enter actually into 
Covenant with him, to become 
his, and his alone, and his for 
ever. Thus work out your Sal- 
vation, and your I, 

J 


| 230 ©: Dearts-Eale, &c. * + 
by believing in Jeſus, in Bleſled, | 


"38+ 


E . All-ſifficient Jeſus, truſting to. 
þ him, berruſting all with him, and | 
= God: will work in you both to 
| mill and to do, Phil. 2. 12, 13. 
| Uſe theſe Means in the ſtrength 


of God, and doubt not, but in 

the uſe- of them, you ſhall ob- 

tain this precious Faith ;/ which 

Having, and acting, you ſhall find 

2 it to be your Hearts-Eaſe in all 
EET your Heart-Trouble. 
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